
                 

 

Helmshore Primary School – Geography Key Stage 1 progression of vocabulary  

Identifying key vocabulary to use in Key Stage 1 

 Locational knowledge Place knowledge Human and physical 

geography 

Key skills and fieldwork 
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United Kingdom 

Europe 

North America 

South America 

Asia 

Africa 

Antarctica 

Oceania 

Pacific Ocean 

Atlantic Ocean 

Indian Ocean 

Southern Ocean 

Arctic Ocean 

Oldham, London, Great Britain, 

Africa, Polar regions 

North Pole – Arctic Circle 

England, Scotland, Wales, 

Northern Ireland) and capital 

cities (London, Edinburgh, Cardiff 

and Belfast). 

Physical features, 

including: beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, river, 

soil, valley, vegetation, 

season and weather. 

Human features, including: 

city, town, village, factory, 

farm, house, office, port, 

harbour and shop 

North, South, East and West 

near and far;  

left and right. 

Y
e
ar

 2
 

England, Northern Ireland, 

Scotland, Wales 

London, Belfast, Edinburgh, 

Cardiff 

India 

Taj Mahal, Himalayas 

Seaside  



                 

 

England, Scotland, Wales,  

Northern Ireland) and capital 

cities (London, Edinburgh, Cardiff 

and Belfast). 

Landmarks in London –  Big Ben , 

River Thames, Houses of 

Parliament, Shard, Nelson’s Column 

Mombassa, Kenya 

Savannah 

Tundra 

  

Helmshore Primary School – Geography Lower Key Stage 2 progression of vocabulary  

Identifying key vocabulary to use in Lower Key Stage 2 Year 3 and Year 4  

 Locational knowledge Place knowledge Human and physical geography Key skills and fieldwork 
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United Kingdom- counties and 

cities 

Europe 

Local names such as: 

Helmshore, Rossendale etc. 

London, Great Britain, Egypt 

Physical geography, including: 

climate zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts, rivers, 

mountains, volcanoes and 

earthquakes. 

North East, North West, South East, 

South West; 

  



                 

 

Russian federation 

North America 

South America 

Equator 

Northern Hemisphere 

Southern Hemisphere 

Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn 

Volcanoes and earthquakes 

Rivers 

(Continuous review - continents 

and oceans of the world 

  

Counties -  

  

River Thames 

  

Mount St Helens, Mount Etna 

  

Topographical features: hills, 

mountains, coast and rivers. 

Human geography, including: 

types of settlement and land 

use, economic activity including 

trade links, and the 

distribution of natural 

resources including energy, 

food, minerals and water. 

2 figure grid references; 

  

Ordnance Survey (OS) map. 



                 

 

Y
e
a
r 

4
 

United Kingdom - counties and 

cities 

Europe 

Russia 

North America 

South America 

Equator 

Northern Hemisphere 

Southern Hemisphere 

Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn 

Prime/Greenwich Meridian 

Time zones 

Biomes and Vegetation Belts 

  

(Continuous review - Continents 

and oceans of the world). 

Local names such as: 

Helmshore, Rossendale  

Counties - Greece, Italy, Spain, 

France, Scandinavia, Sweden, 

Denmark, Norway.  

  

  

Topographical features: hills, 

mountains, coast and rivers. 

Physical geography, including: 

climate zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts, rivers, 

mountains,  and the water 

cycle. 

Human geography, including: 

types of settlement and land 

use, economic activity including 

trade links, and the 

distribution of natural 

resources including energy, 

food, minerals and water. 

North East, North West, South East, 

South West; 

  

4 figure grid references 

eastings, northings; 

  

Ordnance Survey (OS) map. 

 

 



                 

 

Helmshore Primary School – Geography Upper Key Stage 2 progression of vocabulary  

Identifying key vocabulary to use in Upper Key Stage 2 Year 5 and Year 6  

 Locational knowledge Place knowledge Human and physical geography Key skills and fieldwork 
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United Kingdom- counties, 

cities and regions,  

Latitude, Longitude, Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic 

Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and Time Zones, 

Climate zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts, rivers, 

mountains and the water cycle. 

  

(Continuous review - Continents 

and oceans of the world). 

UK, Spain, Baghdad, North 

America, U.S.A.  

  

Counties 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Topographical features: hills, 

mountains, coast and rivers. 

Physical geography, including: 

climate zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts, rivers, 

earthquakes (San Andreas) and 

mountains. 

Human geography, including: 

types of settlement and land 

use, economic activity including 

trade links, and the 

distribution of natural 

resources including energy, 

food, minerals. 

6 figure grid references; 

  

Ordnance Survey (OS) map. 
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South America, Detroit 

  

Counties 

  

  

  

  

Topographical features: hills, 

mountains, coast and rivers. 

Physical geography, including: 

climate zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts, rivers, and 

the water cycle. 

Human geography, including: 

types of settlement and land 

use, economic activity including 

trade links, and the 

distribution of natural 

resources including energy, 

food, minerals and water. 

 

 

 


