
 

 

 

 

 

 

Helmshore Primary School 

RE Policy – Updated January 2022 

“To go further than we thought 

To run faster than we hoped 

To reach higher than we dreamed 

To become the best we are able to be.” 

INTENT 

At Helmshore Primary School, we believe that it is important for all our pupils to learn about religion, so that they can 

understand the world around them. We aim to develop our children to ‘be the best they are able to be’ and encourage them 

to be tolerant, respectful and knowledgeable where the beliefs and values of others are concerned. We aim to provide an 

outstanding Religious Education so that our children can grow to make a valuable contribution to the community in which 

they live and learn about diversity in the UK and around the world.  

It is our intention to use an enquiry-based approach to RE and therefore we ensure that our RE investigative units centre 

around the exploration of ‘Big Questions’. This is fundamental to our style of learning within RE and as such we adapt the 

Lancashire Agreed Syllabus to ensure that ‘big questions’ are at the heart of each and every investigative unit that we teach. 

Children are not merely learning about different faiths and religions, but learning to question, wonder and reflect upon 

universal issues and questions that are not easily answered.  

Our RE lessons aim to engage children in active reflection, giving them the tools to become independent thinkers who are 

tolerant and respectful of the values and views of others, while being able to express their own beliefs, values and thoughts.  

We aim to make RE as exciting and relevant as possible and plan for creative opportunities for children to engage in different 

experiences of worship through artefacts, stories, music, art, drama and by inviting in, when possible, speakers/visitors from 

world faiths to engage pupils’ interest, as well as organising trips out to places of worship.  

When learning about the world religions a person must have: 

 Empathy and understanding 

 The ability to reflect 

 Observational skills 

 Respect 

IMPLEMENTATION 

As stated, our RE curriculum follows the Lancashire Agreed Syllabus, which fits the needs of our school. This involves the 

delivery of three investigations linked to Christianity (God, Jesus and the Church) each year, as well as investigations based 

around other major religions: Buddhism, Judaism, Sikhism, Hinduism and Islam. As Christianity is the predominant religion in 

our school’s population, and in the community surrounding the school, this is covered in every year group across the school 

several times. Other religions, taught within school, have been selected as they are represented in the local areas of 

Rossendale, Lancashire and also Great Britain and the wider world. 



Children will learn about key beliefs, key festivals and key figures within each religion covered. Within each investigative unit, 

the teaching and learning sequence follows the same four strands:  

- Shared Human Experience 

- Beliefs and Values  

- Living Religious Traditions  

- Search for Personal Meaning  

These key concepts underpin learning in each year group. This enables children to reinforce and build upon prior learning, 

make connections and develop subject specific language.  

Knowledge organisers are used within each lesson to build upon prior knowledge and aid children’s understanding within 

each unit. In addition to this, we have carefully sequenced educational visits to provide experiential learning to enhance our 

children’s understanding of different religions. 

Evidence of the learning is dependent on the lesson outcome, year group and the knowledge and skills being developed. This 

can be in the form of writing, debates, photographs of activities, art activities and speech bubble comments relating to the 

learning. 

At Helmshore, we use the children’s’ experiences at religious festivals such as Easter, Christmas, Eid, Diwali to develop their 

religious thinking. We value links which can be made between home, school and each faith community. School has formed 

links with the local church, St Thomas Musbury. 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

We base our learning style, in RE, on enabling children to learn about religious traditions but also reflect on what the religious 

ideas and concepts mean to them. The syllabus aims to support pupil's personal search for meaning as they explore what it 

means to be human.  

RE lessons are based on a key question for each year group and we make connections and collect clues to help us to answer 

the question. All lessons are planned to ensure that they build on knowledge, skills and understanding from previous lessons 

and prior learning in earlier year groups. Support materials are given to staff from the Lancashire Agreed Syllabus to help 

with the planning and delivering of our R.E. curriculum.  

High quality RE lessons are delivered by ensuring the following: 

- Teachers provide a learning environment which encourages children to share, question, reflect and empathise. 

- Teachers will use a mixture of teaching styles e.g. catering for VAK learners, whole class, group, paired and independent 

learning. 

- Teachers encourage creativity, imagination, enquiry, debate, discussion and independence. 

- Teachers will aim for cross-curricular links, where relevant, and encourage the use of sources such as artefacts, internet and 

books for research. 

- Expose children to appropriate subject vocabulary that Link to a particular religion. 

- Ensure that all children’s opinions are encouraged and valued.  

- Present lessons in a variety of ways with open-ended tasks, where possible.  

- Plan regular visits and visitors as part of our RE curriculum. 

- Make use of relevant ICT resources as well as resources gathered from R.E network cluster meetings. 

SCHEME OF WORK 

Our aim is to start our children’s Religious Education journey right from the very start of their reception year. In their time in 

Early Years, children will be given opportunities to meet visitors from different religions, listen to speacial stories and to visit 

different places of worship and to appreciate and celebrate the diversity of modern Britain.  



Children are also encouraged to talk about their own religions and beliefs. In Year 1 children build on the EYFS Understanding 

of the World, finding out about the five main religions and their beliefs. Throughout the curriculum, there is a strong thread 

of British Values and breadth of knowledge to equip children for the society they live in locally, nationally and globally. It is 

important that children appreciate the difference between the external aspects of religions and the lived experiences of 

individuals. Through their RE education, children will also explore, discuss and reflect on key questions of meaning. 

Children currently study Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and Sikhism in Key Stage One. In Key Stage Two the children learn about 

Christianity, Hinduism, Sikhism, Islam, Buddhism and Judaism. 

 

IMPACT 

The children at Helmshore Primary School enjoy learning about other religions. Through their R.E lessons, the children are 

able to make links between their own lives, those of others in their community and the wider world as well as encouraging 

them to be tolerant, respectful and reflective about all faiths. We hope that our children enter the world as understanding 

and empathetic young people, able to positively communicate with and work alongside people of all different cultures, 

religions and beliefs. At Helmshore, we aim for all of our children to wonder, explore and be curious about the ‘big questions’ 

raised within RE that are not easily answered. All of our children will be able to wonder and explore these issues in an 

informed, sensitive and empathetic manner. 

 

 



ASSESSMENT 

Children are assessed according to AT1 (Learning about Religion) and AT2 (Learning from Religion) based upon whether they 

are secure in age related expectations, still working below age related expectations or working at greater depth. Aims and 

objectives for R.E are embedded in the units of the scheme of work.  

The key indicators of learning are: 

AT1 Learning about Religions: Knowledge and understanding of – 

 religious beliefs and teachings 

 practices and lifestyles 

 ways of expressing meaning 

AT2 Learning from Religions: Skills of asking and responding to –  

 questions of identify and experience 

 meaning and purpose 

 values and commitments 

Teachers will use assessments to form a judgement, which reviews pupils’ capability, and provide a best fit. This can be 

gathered from a variety of sources such as: questioning, written work and observations. Effective verbal feedback will be 

provided during lessons alongside written feedback, where relevant, on written work. Teachers will assess whether the pupils 

have met, exceeded or not achieved the learning objectives. We use the Lancashire Tracker to monitor ongoing assessments 

and record judgements termly. 

EYFS 

Early Years also embark upon their learning journey within Religious Education via adapting the Lancashire approved units 

to meet the needs of their children. Again, discussion based learning is the focus and the children are immersed in their 

religious learning via the use of artefacts, music, drama and other creative approaches that centre around ‘theme’ based 

learning e.g. Celebration – the children will explore Christian celebrations alongside Islamic ones. 

INCLUSION 

We believe that all children have the right to access the RE curriculum so aim to explore creative and flexible ways of providing 

this in school. It may be necessary to adapt the delivery of the curriculum for some pupils. This may be through small groups 

or on a 1:1 basis. A variety of teaching methods that is inclusive to all, whilst offering opportunities for differentiation through 

e.g. questioning, task or support will be used.  

EQUALITY STATEMENT 

Helmshore Primary School is committed to serving its community and surrounding areas. It is the responsibility of all teachers 

at Helmshore Primary School to ensure that children irrespective of ability, race, gender, age, faith, sexual orientation, and 

disability are given full access to the RE curriculum and make the greatest possible progress in accordance with recent 

legislation.  Please refer to the schools Equal Opportunities Policy.  

BRITISH VALUES 

We recognise the multi-faith nature of the United Kingdom and understand the role school plays in promoting British 
Values. Equality for all is central to our ethos of mutual respect and encouragement of everyone in our inclusive school 
community, whilst celebrating our similarities and achievements.  
 

 We value and respect the process of democracy 

 We value and respect the rule of law 

 We value and respect the freedom of every individual 

 We are respectful of ourselves and others 

 We value and respect different cultures, faiths and beliefs 
 

 



LINKS TO SMSC 

At Helmshore our RE curriculum plays a fundamental role in contributing to the SMSC development of our children. Spiritual 

development is central to our religious education and through the focus on a ‘search for personal meaning’ within our RE 

lessons, children are encouraged to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective 

on life. We also ensure children are encouraged to develop a respect for the faiths, feelings and values of others.  

MONITORING AND REVIEW 

The RE subject leader contributes to the development plan each year. Monitoring and review will take place according to 

current school practice. 

The governing body will review this policy in September 2022, or earlier if deemed necessary. 

 

Signed: …………………………………………………………………………………. Head teacher 

 

Signed: …………………………………………………………………………………. Chair of Governors 

 

Date: January 2022 

 

 


