
Newsletter – 4th February 2022 
 

 

Dates for Diary: 
08/02/22 ~ Safer Internet Day 2022 
10/02/22 ~ ‘Stand Up and Stand Out’ Day  
11/02/22 ~ School Closed to Pupils (Inset Day) 
14/02/22 – 18/02/22 ~ School Closed Half Term 
21/02/22 ~ School Opens for Spring term (2) 
25/02/22 ~ Ms Anthony HHS Drama visit Y6 (3 weeks) 
25/03/22 ~ Y3 visit Communitree (Stone Age Day) 
28/02/22 ~ Internet Safety Briefing for Parents (Zoom) 
01/03/22 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 

03/03/22 ~ World Book Day  

03/03/22 – 07/03/22 ~ Scholastic Book Fair  

04/03/22 ~ Y3 visit Communitree (Stone Age Day) 

18/03/22 ~ Ms Anthony HHS Drama visit Y5 (3 weeks) 
22/03/22 ~ Full Governing Body Meeting 

24/03/22 ~ Parent Consultation 5.00-7.30pm (online) 

29/03/22 ~ Parent Consultation 3.20-6.30pm (online) 

01/04/22 ~ School Closes for Easter  

19/04/22 ~ School Opens Summer term (1) 

21/04/22 ~ Braiswick Photographic (Class Groups) 

02/05/22 ~ School Closed (Public Holiday) 

05/05/22 ~ School Closed (Inset Day – Polling Day) 

09/05/22 – 13/05/22 ~ KS2 SATs Week 

10/05/22 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 

25/05/22 ~ Y5 & Y6 Young Voices Concert (new date) 

27/05/22 ~ School Closes for Half Term  

06/06/22 ~ School Opens for Summer term (2) 

09/06/22 & 10/06/22 ~ Y6 First Aid Training 

14/06/22 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 

20/06/22 – 23/06/22 ~ Y6 Bikeability  

28/06/22 ~ Full Governing Body Meeting  

21/07/22 ~ School Closes for Summer Holiday 

 

Stand Up and Stand Out for Children’s Mental Health Week – Thursday 10th February  

The well-being of both pupils and staff is a key focus in school 

now, more than ever before.  During Children’s Mental Health 

Week, all the children will take part in activities on Thursday, 

10th February to promote their own well-being and that of their 

peers.  
 

We’d also like the children to ‘Stand up and stand out’ for Mental Health Week by creating a colourful, 

unusual outfit to wear.  Here are a few ideas.  How imaginative, creative and unique can you be? 
 

 wear clothes that really don’t match or odd socks. 

 wear a colourful scarf over your own clothes (just like Harold the Giraffe.) 

 style your hair differently or wear a colourful wig. 

 add face paint or make up. 
 

We ask that children in Class 4A avoid face paint and hair colouring, as they will attend their swimming lesson as 

normal on that day. 

 

Internet Safety Briefing for Parents and Carers 

On Monday 28th February at 6.30pm, we will be offering all parents and carers the opportunity to attend 

an ‘essential’ online safety briefing.  The online Zoom session, 

presented by Lancashire Education Authority Consultant Nigel 

Kirkham, will last for approximately one hour answering some 

of our questions … What are our children doing online? Do we 

know how they are behaving? Are they safe? Who are they 

communicating with? Do they know what to do if they come 

across something suspicious?  Are they accessing age appropriate content? Are they giving away too much 

personal information that may make them vulnerable or affect them in the future? Are they spending too 

much time online?  There will be an opportunity for questions during or after the presentation.  We hope 

that at least one parent from each family can attend the session.  Further information sent to you by email.   

 



Vodafone Digital Parenting – A guide to help your family live a happy and safe digital life.  A printed copy of 
the latest publication has recently been sent home with your child and can be viewed via the link below:  
https://assets.vodafone.co.uk/cs/groups/public/documents/document/vodafone_digital_parenting.pdf 
 

On Tuesday 8th February, we will be joining schools and youth 
organisations across the UK in celebrating Safer Internet Day 2022.  
Safer Internet Day is a global campaign to promote the safe and 
responsible use of technology, which calls on young people, carers, 
teachers, social workers, law enforcement, companies, policymakers 

and more, to join together in helping to create a better internet.  Refer to communication sent to you 
recently by email.  You can find further information by visiting saferinternet.org.uk/sid-parents.  
 

Our school website also has lots of useful information to help your family stay safe online 
https://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/our-pupils/online-safety/  
 

Year 2 – Falconry Visit 
As part of their English topic ‘Amazing Birds’, Year 2 arranged for a local private bird of prey centre 
to visit school earlier this term, providing a demonstration and informative talk with each class.  
There was plenty of opportunity for photographs with the amazing birds brought along for the 
visit.  We would like to thank parents who contributed towards the cost of this visit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit our Twitter page at twitter.com/HelmshoreSchool where you will see regular updates on what we 

have been doing in school. 
 

Healthy Snacks – Be a Swap Rockstar! 
We encourage the children to bring healthy snacks whenever and wherever possible, that they can eat 
during the morning break.  We teach about healthy eating and healthy lifestyles as part of the curriculum 
and we would be grateful if you could support us in this venture.   We would also ask for your support in 
sending your child with a bottle of water only that they can ask a member of staff to refill if necessary.   
 

We also challenge the children to become a ‘Swap Rockstar’ by 
swapping their normal snack with a healthier option.   
 

For tips and ideas in providing healthier snacks for your child visit: 
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts/healthier-snacks-for-kids 
 

Please do not send snacks, which contain nuts, to school. We have 
several children for whom eating and even coming into contact with 
nuts would produce an anaphylactic shock. 
 

Help your child be a Swap Rockstar and find healthier swaps for the whole family. 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/food-facts/nhs-food-scanner-app/  
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/food-facts/healthier-food-swaps/  
 

https://assets.vodafone.co.uk/cs/groups/public/documents/document/vodafone_digital_parenting.pdf
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022/advice-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/our-pupils/online-safety/
file://///helmshore.lancs.sch.uk/userdata$/officedata/my%20documents/documents/Newsletters%20&%20Blogs/2020-2021/Autumn%202020-21/twitter.com/HelmshoreSchool
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts/healthier-snacks-for-kids
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/food-facts/nhs-food-scanner-app/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/food-facts/healthier-food-swaps/


 

 

   

                                             

 

 

Helping your child 
We have frequent conversations with parents who are worried about their child’s learning and progress. 

Whilst of course, your child’s class teacher is responsible for his/her progress and will support this as much 

as possible in class, there are so many simple ways that parents can support their child at home.  

All children make significantly better progress if their parents: 

 Read regularly with them at home several times per week (this can include 

reading to them, even once they can read confidently for themselves).  

 Discuss school and homework activities with them in a positive way and 

support completion. 

 Praise all efforts.  

 Support with target areas identified by class teachers.  

There are many lovely and carefully selected channels of support and resources on our school website, 

accessed via this link: https://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/our-curriculum/send/ 
 

We are always very grateful for your support! 
 

 “Catching Up” 
It was inevitable that during lockdown, many children would continue to need ongoing support. Staff have 

continued to work hard to identify learning needs and put in place strategies to help children to progress 

quickly.  Just to reassure you, all children returned to school with gaps in their learning and responded very 

well to their return to both challenge and support.  Please ask your child’s class teacher if you are 

concerned about his/her progress.  

Covid-19 continues to present challenges when supporting our children with additional needs.  Please bear 

in mind that some of our normal routes for support continue to be restricted by the present Covid-19 

situation and that unfortunately it is currently necessary for us to keep face to face meetings at a minimum 

for everybody’s health and safety.  However, class teachers are working extremely hard with their teaching 

assistants to provide the best possible support for all the children despite the current challenges. 

Emotional Needs 
Many children experience a need for support with their emotional needs at some point. We 

are very aware that COVID-19 continues to be challenging and is increasing this need for 

some children.  If your child is experiencing significant anxieties, please contact your child’s 

class teacher via class email. We are here to help and can put strategies in place to offer 

support.  We have a range of resources to support children with this in our wellbeing section 

of the school website.  Please visit https://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/wellbeing/ 

for book recommendations, supportive resources and signposted support.  

 SEND 
Newsletter      

January 2022 
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Our support for children is continually being developed, and we have created a multi-layered system to 

ensure that all children’s needs are met fully.  We hope the diagram below will help to give a full picture of 

this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frequently asked questions about SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disablities)      

 My child is finding his/her work difficult, can s/he have an EHC Plan? 

It is the decision of The Local Authority to allocate EHC Plans and these are deemed necessary for the 

children with the most highly complex needs. There are many steps and strategies in school that can 

address your child’s needs.  

 What can school do to support my child? 

School will continue to meet the needs of all children and where necessary will allocate Individual Provision 

Maps (IPM), fund specialist testing, specialist teacher advice and Educational Psychology assessment and 

advice. It is important to remember, however, that as a fully inclusive school, teaching staff are experienced 

and proficient in meeting a wide range of needs and we will do our very best to ensure that your child’s 

needs are met in school. Our highly valuable team of experienced and  sklilled teaching assistants are 

allocated  to classes to give support  to children under the direction of the class teacher. Many children 

work in small intervention groups or one to one on a daily basis in order to meet their needs.  
 

All our Teaching Assistants carry out their regular training in areas such as First Aid , Safeguarding and E-

Safety, with additional training in areas such as Speech and Language, social skills and specific areas of 

need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Free School Meals & Pupil Premium Funding 
Have your circumstances recently changed?  Are you now entitled to any of the benefits listed below?  If 
the answer is yes, your child could receive free school meals (Year 3 – Year 6), saving you up to £11.75 per 
week.  Even if your child is in EYFS, Year 1 or Year 2 and currently entitled to Universal Infant Free School 
Meals, registering could assist the school in securing additional funding that will enable the school to 
provide additional support and resources.  Currently, financial support is also available during school 
holiday periods to those families that are entitled and have registered. 
 

The criteria for funding as based on parents being in receipt of any of the following: 
 Universal Credit with a household income of less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 

benefits you get) 
 Income-Based Jobseekers' Allowance 
 Income-Related Employment and Support Allowance 
 Child Tax Credit, not entitled to Working Tax Credit and household income less than £16,190 
 Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
 Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 
 Income Support 
 Working Tax Credit 'run on' – the payment you receive for a further four weeks after you finish work 

If you think you may now be entitled to this benefit, there is an online registration to complete and a 

decision will be sent to you and communicated with the school. 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=3  

'Help-To-Save' Savings Scheme 
https://www.gov.uk/get-help-savings-low-income 

Help to Save is a type of savings account. It allows certain people entitled to Working Tax Credit or receiving 

Universal Credit to get a bonus of 50p for every £1 they save over 4 years. Help to Save is backed by the 

government so all savings in the scheme are secure.  Visit the link above for further information. 

 

Spring (1) After School Clubs 
Year 3 Lego Construction Club – Mr Driver  
Year 2 Recorder Club – Mrs Ashworth & Miss Morton 
Year 3 Tri Golf – Mrs Ashworth  
 

Polite Notice – Rucksacks and Bags 
Our cloakroom areas, particularly at this time of the year with winter coats etc, are 
extremely full, but we are aware that some children are bringing to school particularly 
large bags and rucksacks.  We would ask for your support in providing smaller bags 
and if possible just a lunch bag and reading folder.  Lunch bags fit on the shelf beneath 
the coat racks and reading folders sit nicely in your child’s tray in the classroom, 
therefore reducing the large number of items on pegs in the cloakrooms.  We thank 

you for your support with this. Please also ensure that all items brought into school have your child’s name 
and class on them.  
 

Please park safely in Gregory Fold – IMPORTANT NOTICE 
If possible we ask that you walk your child to and from school to ease traffic congestion in the area around 
the school and this also promotes healthy lifestyles by encouraging children to take part in regular daily 
exercise, helping the children arrive at school fresh and alert!  Children who walk to school with an adult 
have more opportunities to practice their road safety skills.  Socially and emotionally, this can be an 
advantage.   
 

If it is unavoidable for you to transport your child to and from school by car, we ask that parents and family 
members dropping off and collecting children from school park considerately on Gregory Fold and on 
surrounding roads and do not block the driveways of residents.  Residents need access to their driveways 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=3
https://www.gov.uk/get-help-savings-low-income


at all times! We continue to receive complaints from parents and residents alike regarding inconsiderate 
parking on the approach to and in the areas around the school.  We wish to keep a good relationship with 
our neighbours and ask that you support us and consider residents when parking outside school.   
 

Punctuality & Absence 
Arriving at school on time is very important as it ensures a calm, organised start to the day. Please support 
your child in getting them to school punctually and before the school gates close at 8.50am.  If you do 
arrive late and the gate is closed, your child should enter school via the main reception and a member of 
admin staff will record their name and time of arrival before sending them to their class. 

 
Please also ensure that your child has everything they need for the day (coat, 
lunch/snack, water/drinks bottle, PE or swimming kit/musical instrument etc.) to 
avoid any unnecessary disruption to their day in school.   
 
Each morning, Mrs Jackson and Mr Walker will be at the front gate of school from 8:40am to 
welcome children into school. 
 
If your child is going to be absent from school due to illness, medical appointment etc. please 
inform the school office as soon as you are able and if at all possible before 8.30am, by phoning 
01706 213756 leaving an absence message or by emailing office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk.  There 
is no need to wait until the office is open to leave a message – this can be done at any time and 
our admin staff will contact you if they have any further questions in connection with your child’s 
absence. 
                                 

 
Do check out our weekly Shooting Stars and Oscar winners on Twitter by visiting 

https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool 

 
  
 
 

 

Community Events:  
Visit www.primarytimes.net/lancashire  or https://www.thescallywag.co.uk/ for information on local 
activities and events. 
 
Helmshore Textile Museum – Half-term Children’s Craft Event – Thursday 17th February ~ 11am – 12pm or 
12pm – 1pm (£3 per child) booking essential – email thefriendsofhelmshore@gmail.com for further 
information.  
 

Rossendale Borough Council – Community Bulletin (Feb 2022) 
All published Community Bulletins are available at 
https://www.rossendale.gov.uk/downloads/download/11317/coronavirus_community_bulletins  
 
Communication regarding Community Events and Notices 
At times, we are asked to share and signpost community events and notices.   We are happy to select and 
share with you activities we feel may be of interest to yourself and your family, and we are able to email 
this information to you via Groupcall email under the heading ‘Community Information’.  If you would 
prefer not to receive this information, please email office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk and we will remove you 
from this communication group.  Thank you. 
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Helmshore Primary School  

School Holidays ~ Academic Year 2022/2023 
 

AUTUMN TERM 2022 

School opens School closes 

 

Friday 2 September 2022 

 

 

Thursday 20 October 2022 

 

Monday 31 October 2022 
  

 

 

Friday 16 December 2022 

 

SPRING TERM 2023 

School opens School closes 

 

Wednesday 4 January 2023 

 

 

Friday 10 February 2023 

 

Monday 20 February 2023 

 

 

Friday 31 March 2023 

 

SUMMER TERM 2023 

School opens School closes 

 

Monday 17 April 2023 

 

 

Friday 26 May 2023 

 

Monday 5 June 2023 

 

 

Friday 21 July 2023 

 

In addition the school will be closed on the following days ~ 
 

Thursday 24th November 2022 (Parent Consultation Day) 

Monday 1st May 2023 (Public Holiday) 

Thursday 4th May 2023 (Polling Day) 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 


