
Newsletter   
Friday, 1st October 2021 
 

Dates for the diary ~ 

24/09/21 – 28/09/21 ~ Travelling Book Fair  
01/10/21 – 03/10/21 ~ Y6 Visit PGL Winmarleigh Hall 
12/10/21 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 
22/10/21 ~ School Closed to Pupils (Inset Day) 
25/10/21 – 29/10/21 – School Closed Half Term  
31/10/21 ~ Y6 Secondary School Application Deadline 
01/11/21 ~ School Opens to Pupils (Autumn 2) 
10/11/21 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 
11/11/21 ~ Y2 visit Helmshore Textile Museum 
19/11/21 ~ BBC Children In Need (fundraising event) 
22/11/21 ~ Y3 visit Helmshore Textile Museum 
25/11/21 ~ Braiswick Photographic Individual/Siblings 
26/11/21 ~ School Closed to Pupils (Parent 
Consultation Day – further information to follow) 

30/11/21 ~ Governing Body Meeting 
06/12/21 ~ Nasal Flu Vaccination (Rec – Y6) 
10/12/21 ~ Whole School Christmas Dinner 
10/12/21 ~ Save the Children ‘Christmas Jumper Day’  
16/12/21 ~ Christmas Party Day  
17/12/21 ~ School Closes for Christmas  
17/12/21 ~ No Acorns PM Session  
04/01/22 ~ School Opens for Spring term 
06/01/22 ~ Y4 Commence Swimming Lessons 
15/01/22 ~ Rec ’22 Primary Application Deadline 
08/02/22 ~ Y5 & Y6 Visit Young Voices 
11/02/22 ~ School Closed to Pupils (Inset Day) 
14/02/22 – 18/02/22 ~ School Closed Half Term 

 

Visit our school website www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk for up to date information on news and 
events in school.  Or visit our Twitter page https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool 
 

                                         KS1 Shooting Star Awards (week ending 24/09/21) 
                                              Congratulations to our KS1 Shooting Stars this week! 
                                    Reception ~ Eva, Ezra, Hannah & Joseph  Year 1 ~ Thea, Oscar, Harry & Paige 
                                                          Year 2 ~ Amani, Ted, Arty & Savannah 
 

                                        KS1 Shooting Star Awards (week ending 01/10/21) 
                                              Congratulations to our KS1 Shooting Stars this week! 
                                    Reception ~ Max, Aurora, Ivy & Freddie  Year 1 ~ Jacob, Charlie & Flora 
                                                          Year 2 ~ Owen, George, Max & Sophie 
 

KS2 Helmshore Oscars (week ending 24/09/21) 
 Congratulations to our KS2 Oscar winners this week! 

                      Year 3 ~ Lilyanna, Theo, Lola-Mae & Joseph  Year 4 ~ Cole, Imogen, George & Eva      
                  Year 5 ~ Elana, Robin, Charlotte & Cavan 

                    Year 6 ~ Loretta, Jack, Charlotte, Cerys & Maisie 
 

                                                    KS2 Helmshore Oscars (week ending 01/10/21) 
                                                        Congratulations to our KS2 Oscar winners this week! 
                           Year 3 ~Aoife, Daniel, Dexter & Madina  Year 4 ~ Isolde, Jessica, Oscar, Ivy & Isabelle 
                                                           Year 5 ~ Joseph, Alice, Dominic, Ethan & Jessica  
                                                                     Year 6 ~ Lily, Ted, Alexia & Morgan 
 

Return School Reading & Library Books 
Do you have any school reading or library books at home from a previous school year? If you 
do, don’t worry either just return these to school via your child’s class teacher or simply leave 
them at the school office.  Thank you! 
 

Autumn (1) After School Clubs 
Year 3 & 4 Athletics Club (Tuesday) – Mrs Altham & Miss Sagar 
Year 5 & 6 Athletics Club (Thursday) – Mrs Ashworth & Mr Gaffney 

http://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool


 
Travelling Book Fair – Friday 24th to Tuesday 28th Sept 
Thank you to everyone who supported our recent book fair in school – we are pleased to have raised 
£76.60 from the sale of books at the fair, which will enable us to buy some lovey new books for our school 
library. We will be holding a further book fair in the Spring term for World Book Day on the 3rd March 2022 
and again at the end of the Summer term 2022.  Thank you for supporting the school by attending our 
recent Travelling Book Fair. 
 

Punctuality 
We would remind parents that the morning bell goes at 8.45am for school to 
commence at 8.50am and anyone arriving after that time is late.  Any child arriving 
after the front gates are closed should enter via the main front entrance where 
school administrators can record their arrival.  Please also ensure that your child has 
everything they need for the day (coat, lunch/snack, water/drinks bottle, PE kit etc.) 
to avoid any unnecessary disruption to their day in school.   
 
If your child is going to be absent from school due to illness, medical appointment etc. please 
inform the school office as soon as you are able and if at all possible before 8.30am, by phoning 
01706 213756 leaving an absence message or by emailing office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk.  There 
is no need to wait until the office is open to leave a message – this can be done at any time and 
our admin staff will contact you if they have any further questions in connection with your child’s 
absence. 
 
IMPORTANT School Lunch – Published Menu Change from week commencing 4th October 2021 
Following our recent communication in connection with the supply issues experienced by Lancashire 
Catering Service, we must inform you that it has become necessary to temporarily change the current 
published menu and replace this with a simplified temporary menu alternative.  This has become necessary 
due to the ongoing difficulties with food product availability and delivery consistency. The simplified 
temporary menu will take effect from Monday, 4th October and will be in place for a 3-week period. 
 
The Head of Schools Catering says, “These measures are necessary to alleviate the ongoing difficulties faced 
by the service in meeting the range and volume demands of the current published menu.  This is due to the 
national shortage of drivers and workers within the food industry, an issue which is magnified when 
operating a fixed menu choice at a time when product supply cannot be guaranteed.” 
 
The temporary changes made to the published menu affect the ‘Hot Option’ only, which for this three-
week period will be replaced with Homemade Soup, Sandwich (filling choice - ham, tuna or cheese) with 
Tortilla Chips & Vegetable Sticks.  The Jacket Potato option will remain available.  All additional dietary 
requirements will still be catered for.   
 
If your child currently has the ‘Hot Option’ as opposed to a Jacket Potato, they will have been asked today 
which sandwich filling they would like for their meal next week.  The homemade soup being served next 
week are Monday ~ Leek & Potato; Tuesday ~ Tomato; Wednesday ~ Red Lentil & Sweet Potato; Thursday 
~ Vegetable and Friday ~ Minestrone.   If you would like to change the meal option to a Jacket Potato or 
would prefer to provide a packed lunch from home, we would ask that if possible you could provide one 
weeks’ notice for this change.  Please contact the school office by email to office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk if 
you have any questions in connection with the temporary menu change or you wish to change your child’s 
chosen meal option.  
 
We would remind parents that the school meal charge from the start of this academic year is now £2.35 
per day (£11.75 per week) for children in Y3 – Y6.  All pupils in KS1 (Reception to Y2) continue to receive a 
Universal Infant Free School Meal.  If your circumstances have recently changed and you think you may be 
entitled to receive free school meals, please contact the school office for further information. 

mailto:office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk
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EYFS news 
Our Reception children have settled so well and have been working very hard since starting school.  They 
have really been enjoying our brand new theme of “Once Upon a Time“ based on fairy tales.  
 
We will soon be working on art work in a range of media for our virtual “Autumn Art Gallery”. Usually 
parents would be invited into school to view this but with the current challenges, we will be making a little 
video to enjoy at home instead, to share the children’s achievements.  
 
The children are working so hard at the early stages of reading and writing and look forward to their daily 
visit from “Phonics Bug”! Thank you to all those Reception parents who are supporting and encouraging 
their children with phonic work and reading at home; it really does make a big difference! The children 
have already logged into Purple Mash and are loving discussing these activities with each other. They have 
also received logins for Phonics Bug, enabling them to read a range of decodable books at home. It is 
always lovely to read comments in their reading diaries. 
 
In Maths, the children have had lots of practical fun exploring numbers to five in depth. This approach 
advised by Lancashire Maths is proving very successful and the children will end their first half term with a 
deep understanding. 
 
After half term, we will be starting our next theme - we will look forward to sharing our activities on Twitter.  
 

Pupil Council news 

The current circumstances have unfortunately made it unwise to continue with our Pupil Council work in 

the usual collaborative way. Mrs Perry is keen to ensure that the children can still benefit from this 

experience in some way.  We are developing a team of class representatives and a Year 5 and 6 

management team to work together to engage classes through school in class projects.    

We are looking forward to seeking the children’s views on a range of topics and re-starting our successful 

Pupil Council. Look out for our regular updates on Twitter. 

 
Rossendale Hospice Interschool “Penny Appeal”  
(Collection boxes to be returned to school by 4th November).  
We are proud to be supporting Rossendale Hospice again this year with their 
re-branded Interschool Penny Pinching Challenge - now called their “Penny 
Appeal”.  The aim of the initiative is to raise funds and awareness about the 
services provided by the Hospice to patients and their families.   
 

At the end of the challenge, each school will receive a certificate confirming the amount the school 
has raised, and a trophy will be awarded to the school in each category raising the most per pupil 
in the school.  Your child will have brought home a “Penny Appeal” box this week and we thank 
you for supporting this fundraising appeal for Rossendale Hospice 
https://www.rossendalehospice.org/.  Collection boxes can be returned to school any time but no 
later than Thursday, 4th November.   

The Raft Foundation – Friday Collection  
We continue to support Rossendale Raft Foundation with our Friday collection (collection box can 
be found at the front of school each Friday morning).  A volunteer from Raft visits school each 
Friday morning to collect any donated items of non-perishable food, toiletries, and cleaning 
products to support local families in need.  Thank you for your donations to our weekly collection. 
 
 

https://www.rossendalehospice.org/


Primary Admissions Reception 2022 (CLOSING DATE 15th JANUARY 2022) 
If your child has a 4th birthday on or between 1st September 2021 and 31st August 2022 they will start school 
in September 2022. Apply on-line at Lancashire County Council Primary School Admissions.  You must apply 
even if an elder sibling is already attending school. The closing date for applications is 15th January 2022.  
 

Secondary School Applications 2022 (CLOSING DATE 31st OCTOBER 2021)  
Please note that if you have a child who is currently in his or her last year at primary school (Year 6) then 
you must apply for a secondary school place by Friday 31st October 2021. This is a national statutory 
deadline and late applications will not be dealt with alongside those which have been received by 31st 
October 2021. Late applicants may therefore be disadvantaged in terms of receiving an offer for one of 
their preferred secondary schools.  
 

Apply on-line at Lancashire County Council Secondary School Admissions.  The system is easy to use, fast, 
secure and gives an e-mail receipt when you press the submit button to send your on-line application.  
 

For further information regarding Primary or Secondary School applications for 2022 please contact the 
school office. 

 

 Year 6 are visiting PGL at Winmarleigh Hall this weekend – follow their adventures on our 
Twitter page https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool 

 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
       Here are some more recent items posted on our Twitter page https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool                          
       Please do like and comment on our post items. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place/
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Community Events:  
Visit www.primarytimes.net/lancashire  or www.thescallywag.co.uk/rossendale for information on local 
activities and events. 
 

Helmshore Scarecrow Trail https://www.facebook.com/HelmshoreScarecrowTrail – this annual village 
event will take place the weekend of the 30th & 31st October 2021 (which is the last weekend of the half 
term holiday).  Last year there were 90 entries on the map and the event raised £2300 for East Lancashire 
Down’s Syndrome Group.  This year the event will be supporting Milly’s Smiles 
https://www.millyssmiles.org.  Milly’s Smiles supports families whose child have received a new diagnosis 
of a cancer related illness.  For further information, registration form for scarecrow entries and event maps 
– call into Neary’s. 

http://www.primarytimes.net/lancashire
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