
 

 

 

20th July 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope this letter finds you safe and well.  As this term comes to a close and a holiday is near 
we cannot help but consider how things will be in September and the numerous scenarios 
that could arise. However, as I write today, it is all on a positive note.  We anticipate that in 
September school will return to normal.  Opening time will be 8.50am for all children and 
the school day will end at 3.00pm. Children will enter school from the rear of the building 
except for our EYFS children who will enter via the front door to the left of the building. 
Please leave your child at the bottom gate where staff will be present to guide them to the 
rear of the building and the appropriate entrance.  We will no longer operate in bubbles and 
children will be able to mix more freely.  We shall be having two lunchtimes; one for Key 
Stage 1 pupils and one for Key Stage 2 pupils and playtimes will also be separate.  Face 
coverings will not be worn by members of staff, pupils or visitors and school will no longer 
be undertaking contact tracing as this will be done by NHS Test and Trace.  Children will no 
longer be required to bring a pencil case to school as all materials will be provided by school 
as is usually the case. 

Some control measures will remain, for example; the identification and isolation of children 
who have symptoms or have tested positive for Covid 19, increased ventilation, regular 
cleaning and the promotion of good hygiene.  We will remain focused on keeping your child 
safe and well. 

I understand that some of you may be feeling apprehensive about your child returning to 
school without all the existing restrictions in place but we intend to follow Government 
guidance issued for 19th July 2021. Should the guidance change we will adapt our provision 
accordingly and inform you of the required changes.  I can assure you that we will do 
everything we can to help your child settle back into school and their new classes.  Our 
priority, as always, is your child’s safety and learning.    

It would be very helpful if your child could bring the following equipment to school with 
them in September: 
 

 A light waterproof coat for PE sessions on rainy days as this enables physical exercise. 

 A PE kit in navy blue with no logo.  Please visit https://gooddies.co.uk/product-
category/schools/helmshore/ for information regarding our new PE kit, which you can 
purchase from our uniform supplier, Gooddies Schoolwear or directly from school  

 Robust outdoor shoes for additional outdoor activities (preferably with Velcro for KS1 
children) 

 A warm, waterproof coat and robust shoes for playtimes 
 

https://gooddies.co.uk/product-category/schools/helmshore/
https://gooddies.co.uk/product-category/schools/helmshore/


 
Please can I ask that you ensure your child attends school adhering to our strict uniform 
policy.  We expect all children to have appropriate hairstyles (no trendy haircuts), smart 
footwear (no trainers) and that they do not wear jewellery, nail polish, temporary tattoos or 
make-up for school 
 
Mobile phones are not permitted in school and neither are toys, cards, keepsakes etc.  We 
are unable to guarantee their safety and they can cause unnecessary arguments and upset 
between children. 
 

Please ensure your child’s uniform and belongings are marked with your child’s name and 
class so that we are able to return lost property to your child. I cannot over emphasize how 
important this is. 

 

At lunch time pupils will eat their lunch, either in their classroom or the school hall and we 
will store lunchboxes in the classroom so that they are easily accessible.  If you could make 
your child’s lunch as compact as possible this would be a big help as we are short of space in 
school. 
 
Acorns Club will be operating as usual from the beginning of term and will be located in the 
Studio.  Pick up arrangements will remain the same as usual and will operate at the Acorns, 
side door. 
 
I hope you all have a very happy, relaxed summer holiday and I thank you for your 
continued support and understanding.   
 
Stay safe and well. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Christine Myers 
 

Parental Feedback Questionnaire & Ofsted Parent View 

We try our hardest to get everything right, but that doesn’t mean we always do and so we 

would be very grateful if you could take a few minutes to complete a short online 

questionnaire to help us to develop further and work together to provide the very best for 

your child. You can access the online questionnaire via the link below and we appreciate 

your feedback: 
 

Parental Questionnaire July 2021 (online form) 
 

Please also consider visitng Parent View https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/  

Parent View gives you the chance to tell Ofsted what you think about our 

school and helps us to look at way in which we can improve by listening to 

your feedback. Thank you very much for your feedback and support. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=6tC6BBrIkUWXr-p6SxOOedghrHhOfsVAvxjVYcmENB5UQ1JFNlVMSEJLMkcyQ1pQQThBSDhDSjhRQy4u
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


Free School Meals & Pupil Premium Funding 

Have your circumstances recently changed? Are you now entitled to any of the benefits 

listed below? If the answer is yes, your child could receive a free school meal (Year 3 – Year 

6). Even if your child is in EYFS, Year 1 or Year 2 and currently entitled to Universal Infant 

Free School Meals, registering could assist the school in securing additional funding that will 

enable the school to provide additional support and resources. This additional funding is 

worth over £1000 per primary aged pupil. During the present COVID-19 crisis, financial 

support during school holiday periods may also be available to those families that are 

entitled to register. 
 

You can register for free school meals and pupil premium funding if you get any of the 
following: 
 

 Universal Credit with a household income of less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not 

including any benefits you get) 

 Income-Based Jobseekers' Allowance 

 Income-Related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Child Tax Credit, not entitled to Working Tax Credit and household income less than 

£16,190 

 Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

 Income Support 

 Working Tax Credit 'run on' – the payment you receive for a further four weeks after you 

finish work 

 

If your child is currently eligible for free school meals, that eligibility will be protected until 

Universal Credit is introduced (expected March 2022) even if your circumstances change. If 

your child is still in education on this date, they will be eligible until they finish the phase of 

schooling (primary or secondary) they are in. 

 

It is simple to apply online via the link below providing your name, address, DOB and NI 

number. 

https://lancashire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Free_school_meals_and_pupil_premium  

 

School Lunch Menu September 2021 & Price Increase 

We will return to school in September with the same 
school lunch menu and your child will retain the same 
meal pattern unless you inform us of a change to their 
regular pattern.  We would remind you that one weeks’ 

notice is required to change your child’s school meal pattern, and this can be done by 
contacting the school office by email to office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk or speaking to a 
member of the Admin team on 01706 213756.   We will return to school on Week 2 of the 
(Summer Term Lunch Menu 2021). 
 
Summer term School Meal Menu 2nd September – 21st October 2021 

https://lancashire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Free_school_meals_and_pupil_premium
mailto:office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk
file:///C:/Users/dmawdsley/AppData/Local/Packages/microsoft.windowscommunicationsapps_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalState/Files/S0/1/Attachments/Summer%20Term%20Hot%20Meal%20Menu%2002%2009%2021%20to%2021%2010%2021.pdf


We must also inform you that the daily charge for a school meal will increase in September 
to £2.35 per day (£11.75 per week) for children in Y3 – Y6.  All pupils in KS1 (Reception to 
Y2) will continue to receive a Universal Infant Free School Meal. 
 

We have not increased the cost of school meals for a considerable time but as rising costs to 

cover increased staffing costs, such as the increase in the National Living Wage, and cost of 

consumable items are passed onto us this small increase is unavoidable.  Lancashire County 

Council are fully committed to sourcing its ingredients for school meals locally and all its 

suppliers are located within the local area.  For more information visit 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/catering/school-catering/  

 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – Additional Bank Holiday June 2022 

Additional School Closure – Friday 22nd July 2022. 

 

To celebrate Her Majesty the Queen’s 70th anniversary as monarch, the May Bank Holiday 

weekend next year will be moved to Thursday, 2nd June and an additional Bank Holiday on 

the 3rd June will see a four-day weekend to celebrate this historic milestone.  Although this 

additional public holiday falls within our normal school holiday pattern, we are required to 

reduce the number of days the school is open by one day for the academic year 2021-22 to 

acknowledge this additional public holiday.  We can confirm that the school will therefore 

be closed on Friday 22nd July 2022 – attached you will find the amended school holiday 

pattern for the academic year 2021-22.   

 

Year 6 – Bikeability Course 
This year our Year 6 children enjoyed a fantastic week of cycling safety delivered by 
the GoVelo team.  The practical Bikeability sessions, delivered by qualified 
instructors, saw the children learning the importance of safety checks on their bikes 
and helmets, improving cycle control, signalling and emergency stops.  After half a 
day gaining confidence and control on the school playground the children ventured 
out onto local roads learning how to look for dangers and hazards and improving 

skills such as overtaking parked vehicles and cycling with control and awareness on public roads.  We 
are proud of the progress and confidence all our Year 6 made during the fun Bikeability sessions. 
Thank you to all the trainers from GoVelo! 
 

See some fantastic photos of the sessions by visiting https://twitter.com/HelmshoreSchool  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/catering/school-catering/
https://twitter.com/HelmshoreSchool


 

 

 

 

Free Summer Holiday Cycling Sessions with GoVelo 

Children in Years 5, 6 or 7 pupils are invited to attend the free summer holiday sessions 
being offered by the GoVelo team.  Level 1 & 2 will be delivered together, with Level 1 being 
delivered in the morning followed immediately by Level 2.  The sessions will run over two 
consecutive day.  Level 3 will be on offer to those wishing to advance.  Children will need 
their own equipment for these sessions and booking is essential. 

There is no cost for any of this training. All instructors are First Aid qualified and are DBS 
(CRB) checked. 

You may also be interested in Bikeability Family, which is a brand-new free training package 
to help people living in the same household to cycle together.  The training will enable 
families to plan enjoyable group rides, switch from driving to cycling the school run, help 
other family members to develop their cycling skills and grow their confidence.  Full details 
can be found via the link below, along with many other courses offered by GoVelo (Adult 
Courses, Bike Maintenance, Group Rides, GP Referral for Weight Loss and more). 

Further details of the FREE Summer sessions can be found by visiting: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/go-velo-holiday-sessions-20129268401   

Details of Adult courses can be found by visiting https://www.govelo.co.uk/book-a-course/   

 

Lancashire Libraries Summer Reading Challenge 2021  

‘Wild World Heroes’ ~ Lancashire Libraries invites your child to go 

wild for reading this summer with their Summer Reading Challenge 

‘Wild World Heroes’.  With lots of fun activities to promote the 

enjoyment of reading https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk  

 

 

 

SCART Club (Lancashire Reading Journey) available to 
all children over five years old.  The SCART Club will 
run throughout the Summer until the Saturday 25th 
September 2021.  Find out further information by 
visiting your local library or via the video link below: 
 

https://my.nicheacademy.com/lancashirereadingjourney/course/31808 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/go-velo-holiday-sessions-20129268401
https://www.govelo.co.uk/book-a-course/
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://my.nicheacademy.com/lancashirereadingjourney/course/31808


SCART Club stands for Science, Culture, Active, Reading and Technology and is organised by 
Lancashire County Council. It is free to take part in and aims to keep children reading 
throughout the summer holidays.  Children just need to visit a local library to join in and 
complete two tasks from each of the five SCART themes.  One task for every theme is 
reading a book of their choice. 
  
Our Get ‘Read-y’ for Summer! Sponsored Challenge  

Our recent fundraising event raised a fantastic £5,645!  This is an 

absolutely amazing achievement!  We will be able to purchase 

many new books for our library.  Thank you all very much for your 

contribution and support. Congratulations to everyone who took part 

and gave so generously. 

We are hoping to have the new library functioning next term in the 

Studio so that all the classes can visit it on a weekly basis and borrow 

books to read at school and at home. We want children to have access 

to a wide range of genre and a variety of authors to broaden their 

experience of reading as widely as possible. 

We are grateful also to have recently received a wonderful selection of 

books donated by WeBuyBooks https://www.webuybooks.co.uk/ and 

kind donations of books from parents and friends of the school.  Thank 

you so much for this support.   

  
GOV.UK Rediscover Summer - Thanks to the UK’s successful 
vaccine roll-out programme, we can start to enjoy activities safely 
again, and there’s never been a better time to see what’s out 
there.  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rediscover-summer  

From trying new activities and sports, to visiting new places and 
gaining new skills, there’s so much to enjoy this summer. 
 
That’s why we’re encouraging families to explore what’s on offer across the country using 
our guide. Here are just a few examples with lots more to come. What will you explore?  
 

Community Events:  
Visit www.primarytimes.net/lancashire  or www.thescallywag.co.uk/rossendale for information on 
local activities and events. 

St James’ & St Thomas’ Churches – Summer Holiday Children’s Lunch Bags - plus frozen homemade 
meals are available each day of the holidays for any children who might otherwise not have a decent 
meal. If you need support please contact Fr Andrew 07460 899451. 

Rossendale Borough Council Community Bulletin – July 2021 Bulletin  

Festival of Fun (A fun filled holiday club of craft, clay and chocolate making) for further information 
visit @festivaloffunclub or call 07530 916601 

https://www.webuybooks.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rediscover-summer
http://www.primarytimes.net/lancashire
http://www.thescallywag.co.uk/rossendale
file://///helmshore.lancs.sch.uk/userdata$/officedata/my%20documents/documents/Newsletters%20&%20Blogs/2020-2021/Summer%202020-21/July_2021_Community_Bulletin.pdf
file://///helmshore.lancs.sch.uk/userdata$/officedata/my%20documents/documents/Newsletters%20&%20Blogs/2020-2021/Summer%202020-21/FoF%20poster.pdf


 

 


