March 2021
Dear Parents and Carers

I hope this letter finds you safe and well. It has been lovely to see so many children returning to
school with great enthusiasm and anticipation. They have really enjoyed re-engaging with their
friends and teachers and getting back into a good work routine and there is a real buzz around the
school as normal activities resume.

For a small number of children, there are problems arising between some pupils due to social
networking and gaming. Some parents have reported to us that their child is being bullied or
excluded by other child and they are feeling anxious about facing these children in school. Some
children are falling out and saying unkind things to each on social media without fully appreciating
the impact that this has on other children and the friendships that they have with them. Both
parents and staff have raised concerns about the Apps and games that some children are
accessing unsupervised by an adult. Please find the accompanying copy of Digital Parenting
magazine which has lots of useful tips and information about online safety, parent controls and
filtering advice.

Digital Parenting — A guide to help your family live a happy and safe digital life by Vodafone.
https://www.vodafone.co.uk/mobile/digital-parenting

We are also updating the information and guidance available on our school website about which
sites are safe and which aren’t. A discussion with your child about these sites and whether or not
they are allowed access to them, would be very useful. Following the guidance on age restrictions
empowers children to say “No” to other children, and prevents them from bowing down to peer
pressure. The following information may help to support this conversation with your child.

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/

We are doing our very best to safeguard your children and encourage them to lead a healthy,
active, outdoor lifestyle, but with your support we can achieve so much more.

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/

Anyone who is worried about online abuse or the way someone has been communicating online
can report an incident or seek further support and information by visiting
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/

Yours sincerely
\/@w vbzu/a

Mrs C A Myers
Headteacher



At Netlonal Online Sataty we balleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the Information they need to hold an Informed conversation abo ut online safety with their children, should they
feal 1t 1s neaded. This gulde focusas on one platform of many which we believe trustad adults should be aware of. Piease vish www.nationalonlinasafuty.com for furthar guides, hints and 1lps for adults.
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- KIND ONLINE -

Showing kindness enline can mean o much to someone else. It Is a cholce we can all make that helps others, puts
people’s needs before our own and which can generate feelings of empathy and compassion. Small gestures can have a
Iarze impact and often one act of kindness can lead to more, making the world a happier and more positive place. That's
why we've created this guide to wggut a few simple ‘acts of kindness online’ that can benefit people’s mental health,
support their wellbeing and encourage a more positive approach to engaging online.
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Ifyou enjoy dolng something online, such as playing a
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their permission first. the most.
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