
Pupil Premium Strategy Statement (Primary) 

School overview 

Metric Data 

 School name Helmshore Primary School 

Pupils in school 413 

Proportion of disadvantaged pupils 7.99% 

Pupil premium allocation this academic year £48,315.00 (Final) 

Academic year or years covered by statement 2020-21 

Publish date 01 December 2020 

Review date 01 November 2021 

Statement authorised by Christine Myers 

Pupil premium lead Christine Myers 

Governor lead Julie Hayton 

Disadvantaged pupil progress scores for academic year 2018 - 2019. Please note that these performance measures 
are not current. 

Measure Score 

Reading -0.66 

Writing -1.36 

Maths -0.37 

Disadvantaged pupil performance overview for academic year 2018-19 

Measure Score 

Meeting expected standard at KS2 Reading 100%           4/4 pupils 

Mathematics 100%  4/4 pupils 

Writing 75%              3/4 pupils 

Achieving high standard at KS2 Reading 25%             1/4 pupils 

Mathematics 25%    1/4 pupils 

Writing 25%              1/4 pupils      

Strategy aims for disadvantaged pupils 

Measure Activity 

Priority 1 To identify the main barriers to learning and focus on the quality of 
teaching and the implementation of interventions when progress is 
slowed.  

Use of Lancashire’s Unit plans and the Teaching Sequence 
throughout the school provides consistency and progression. 
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To ensure all staff, teachers and teaching assistants, are well-trained 
to deliver high quality teaching of key English skills in reading, 
writing, phonics and spelling and have access to high quality 
resources such as; Fast Track Phonics (Year 1), Bounce back phonics 
(Year 2) and the Bounce Back Phonics Boost Schemes. In addition to 
this we utilise: No nonsense spelling, Year 2 and Year 6 “Last push 
pack” for reading and writing. 

To use the “Bridging Units” designed by the Lancashire Literacy 
Consultants to consolidate learning and deepening work to build on 
pupils’ prior learning and to prioritise high priority skills following 
remote learning. 

Children are identified for regular, daily interventions with teachers 
and teaching assistants with priority given to those pupils who are 
disadvantaged or have gaps in their learning. 

Priority 2 Diagnostic assessment and gap-fill teaching ensures that resources 
and spending are directly focused on each pupil’s attainment, 
making it easier to see value for money and monitor the impact of 
Pupil Premium spending. 

Targeted intervention groups focusing on specific areas of learning. 

Opportunities to practise, re-inforce and consolidate learning. 

Utilisation of online interventions such as IDL, Accelerated Reader, 
Times Tables Rockstar and Purple Mash to facilitate personalised 
learning and on-going assessment. 

Frequent assessment for learning and practice questions allow 
teachers to further refine and adapt their lessons. 

Barriers to learning these priorities 
address 

Children’s lack of rich language and quality texts at home. Those 
children who lack the life experience and motivation to write. 

Poor attendance and punctuality. 

Anxiety, attachment and poor emotional well-being. 

Sensory impairment and speech delay. 

Lack of access to online resources and hardware.  

Projected spending  £20,215 

Teaching priorities for current academic year 

Aim Target Target date  

Progress in Reading Achieve above national average 
progress scores in KS2 Reading  

Sept 21 

Progress in Writing Achieve above national average 
progress scores in KS2 Writing  

Sept 21 

Progress in Mathematics Achieve above national average 
progress scores in KS2 Mathematics  

Sept 21 

Phonics Achieve above national average 
expected standard in PSC 

Sept 21 

Other Improve attendance of 
disadvantaged pupils to school 
average (97.6%) 

Sept 21 
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Remember to focus support on disadvantaged pupils reaching the expected standard in phonics check at end of 
Y1 

Measure Activity 

Priority 1 A strong focus on phonics exists in all aspects of provision. A 
rigorous, systematic approach is used with fidelity to achieve strong 
results for all pupils. 

Intensive one to one work on phonics is provided for children 
needing additional support. 

Priority 2 Access to effective phonic catch-up programmes: Bounce Back 
Phonics, Fast Track Phonics (Year 1), Bounce back phonics (Year 2) 
and the Bounce Back Phonics Boost Schemes (Year 3 & 4 ) 

Regular ongoing phonic assessments to inform individualised 
teaching programmes. 

Barriers to learning these priorities 
address 

Children’s lack of rich language and quality texts at home. Those 
children who lack the life experience and motivation to write. 

Poor attendance and punctuality. 

Anxiety, attachment and poor emotional well-being. 

Sensory impairment and speech delay. 

Lack of access to online resources and hardware. 

Projected spending  £10,500 

Targeted academic support for current academic year 

Measure Activity 

Priority 1 The identification of key skills in Mathematics to identify gaps in 
children’s learning and to implement small maths group 
interventions where disadvantaged pupils are falling behind age 
related expectations.  

The development of mathematical fluency-recall of key number 
facts, recall, confidence, speed and accuracy taught via daily 
withdrawal groups. 

Highly individualised mathematics lessons to reinforce and 
consolidate misconceptions to close the gaps and increase progress. 

Regular checks to monitor progress and identify opportunities to 
move on. 

Priority 2 Reading is a focus across the school.  

The identification of high value Key Skills in Reading and Writing 
assists teachers in “closing the gaps in children’s Learning. 

Phonics Bug is used at Key Stage 1 to enhance reading skills and 
motivate home reading whilst Accelerated Reader is utilised across 
Key Stage 2 to monitor progress in reading, reward achievement and 
motivate children to read more books. 

Regular checks to monitor progress and identify opportunities to 
move on. 

The development of a new library area in the studio and fundraising 
to purchase new texts; fiction, non-fiction and poetry books. 

Priority 3 Writing is an area of focus post lock down.   

Use of the “Bridging Units” to focus on key skills in writing and to 
identify gaps in children’s learning. 
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Interventions for identified children; focused teaching groups on a 
daily basis to help children catch up. 

Handwriting practise and intervention to address misconceptions. 

Barriers to learning these priorities 
address 

Children’s lack of rich language and quality texts at home. Those 
children who lack the life experience and motivation to write. 

Poor attendance and punctuality. 

Anxiety, attachment and poor emotional well-being. 

Sensory impairment and speech delay. 

Lack of access to online resources and hardware. 

Projected spending £6,000 

Wider strategies for current academic year 

Measure Activity 

Priority 1 

Pupil Well-being and an emphasis on participation and enjoyment. 

Trauma Informed Schools training and development is currently 
being undertaken and Counselling for key children has commenced. 

Priority 2 
Improving attendance and readiness to learn for the most 
disadvantaged pupils.  Improving engagement from home. 

Barriers to learning these priorities 
address 

Anxiety and social and emotional difficulties 

Attendance and punctuality 

 

Projected spending £11,600 

Monitoring and Implementation 

Area Challenge Mitigating action 

Teaching 
Ensuring high quality CPD for all staff 

 

Efficient use of INSET days, non-contact 
time, staff meetings and in-house CPD 
delivered by teaching staff. 

Targeted support 

The number of children requiring 
targeted support. 

 

The lack of teaching spaces suitable for 
group work 

The appointment of TA apprentices 

Cohort groups 

Use of online resources 

Short term interventions closely 
monitored for success 

The Studio has been built to provide 
additional facilities  

Wider strategies 

Engaging the families facing most 
challenges 

 

 

Staff and pupils well-being 

Improving communication and wealth of 
online opportunities to engage with 
parents e.g. Cloud Parents Meetings, class 
emailing system, Purple Mash. 

Working towards Trauma Informed School 
status 

The employment of a Hypno-
Psychotherapist to work with children on a 
one to one basis. 
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Review: last year’s aims and outcomes 

Aim Outcome 

Progress in Reading and Writing 
Steady improvement in disadvantaged pupil progress 
from 2018 to 2019. On track towards aim. 

Progress in Mathematics 
Steady improvement in Mathematics was noted.  
Training on Mastery will continue across the school, 
to ensure we can build on this improvement.  

Phonics 

Our school exceeded disadvantaged national average 
ahead of projection following introduction of new 
phonics scheme and staff training. New aim of 
disadvantaged pupils meeting national average for all 
pupils by September 2021. 

Other The curriculum review planned for 2020-21 was 
delayed due to the pandemic and lockdown. 

 


