
                                               

Emotional Needs 

Many children experience a need for support with their emotional needs at some point.  We are 

very aware that the current challenging situation is increasing this need.  If your child is experiencing 

significant anxieties, please contact your child’s class teacher via class email.  We are here to help 

and can put strategies in place to offer support.  We have a range of resources to support children 

with this in our wellbeing section of the school website.  

Please visit https://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/wellbeing/ for book recommendations, 

supportive resources via our Hope Project and signposting to ways to receive support.  

The current situation is particularly challenging for supporting our 

children with SEND.  Please bear in mind when asking for support that 

our normal routes for support are currently severely restricted by the 

Covid-19 situation and that face to face meetings and services are 

currently not taking place.  However, class teachers are working 

extremely hard with their teaching assistants to provide the best possible support for all the children 

despite the current challenges and bubble restrictions. 

“Catching Up” 

It was inevitable that during lockdown, many children would need support on their return to school. 

Staff have worked hard to identify learning needs and put in place strategies to help the children to 

progress quickly.  Just to reassure you, all children returned to school on this basis and have 

responded very well to their return to the classroom.  Please ask your child’s class teacher if you are 

concerned about his/her progress.  

Helping your child 

We have frequent conversations with parents who are worried about their child’s learning and 

progress. Whilst of course, your child’s class teacher is responsible for his/her progress, there is so 

much that parents can do to support.  

All children make significantly better progress if their parents; 

- Read regularly with them at home (several times per week) 

- Discuss school and homework activities with them in a positive way and support completion 

- Praise all efforts  

- Support with targets identified by class teachers  

We are always very grateful for your support! 
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BBC Children in Need 

We love to support charities that help children, such as Jeans 

for Genes and Children in Need.  We also use this as a 

valuable teaching opportunity to learn about a wide range of 

needs.  This helps children to develop awareness about 

children and adults’ needs, feel more understood if they have 

particular needs and even learn about strategies with which to help to support others.  

Frequently asked questions about SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disablities)      

My child is finding his/her work difficult, can s/he have an EHC Plan? 

Despite many parents’ websites advising parents to seek EHC (Education Health and Care Plans), in 

reality only children deemed by the Local Authority to have the most highly complex needs will get 

these.  

What can school do to support my child? 

School will continue to meet the needs of all children and where necessary will fund specialist 

testing, specialist teacher advice and Educational Psychology assessment and advice.  It is important 

to remember, however, that as a fully inclusive school, teaching staff are experienced and proficient 

in meeting a wide range of needs and we will do our very best to ensure that your child’s needs are 

met in school.  Our highly valuable team of experienced and  sklilled teaching assistants are allocated  

to classes to give support  to children under the direction of the class teacher.  Many children work 

in small intervention groups or one to one on a daily basis in order to meet their needs.  

All our Teaching Assistants carry out  their regular training in areas such as First Aid , Safeguarding  

and e-Safety, with additional training in areas such as Speech and Language, social skills and specific 

areas of need. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Talk to us! 

If you have a concern about your child, please contact school 

and talk to us. Your child’s class teacher is your first point of 

contact and often a friendly chat can reassure you about your 

child’s needs.  

Mrs Perry (SENCO) is always happy to help parents with any 

worries about needs and can be contacted via school’s office 

email address office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk. It is so 

important that we work together to support your child. 

Mrs Gardner, Teaching Assistant is 

screening children for Irlen Syndrome, 

following her qualification. I.S. is a 

perceptual processing disorder affecting 

how children see and process visual 

information. If you feel your child may 

experience these difficulties please 

contact Mrs Perry for more information. 
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