
Friday, 16th October 2020 

Helmshore News! 
 

Dates for Diary: 
 

21/10/20 ~ School Closes for Half Term 

02/11/20 ~ School Opens  

11/11/20 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 

13/11/20 ~ BBC Children In Need (further details to follow) 

20/11/20 ~ Braiswick Photographic (individual school photos) 

23/11/20 ~ Nasal flu vaccination (whole school) 

27/11/20 ~ Rossendale Hospice Inter-School Penny Pinching Challenge ends 

01/12/20 ~ Full Governing Body Meeting 

11/12/20 ~ Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day (further details to follow) 

18/12/20 ~ School Closes for Christmas  

18/12/20 ~ No Acorns Club PM Session 

04/01/21 ~ School Closed (INSET DAY) 

05/01/21 ~ School Opens  

10/02/21 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 

12/02/21 ~ School Closes for Half Term 

22/02/21 ~ School Opens 

02/03/21 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 

22/03/21 ~ Full Governing Body Meeting 

26/03/21 ~ School Closes for Easter  

12/04/21 ~ School Opens  

03/05/21 ~ School Closed (Public Holiday) 

06/05/21 ~ School Closed (INSET DAY) 

28/05/21 ~ School Closes for Half Term 

07/06/21 ~ School Opens 

08/06/21 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 

20/07/21 ~ School Closes for Summer Holiday 
 

                                                  Hope and Positivity 

Next term we are going to embark on a new art and design project relating to 
the theme:  Hope and Positivity.  The children will be involved in several 
creative, large-scale designs using a variety of media.  Each class will produce 
a series of pieces for the next whole school art display in the hall which will be 
colourful, dramatic and awe-inspiring.  It would really help if you could donate any 
unwanted card, fabric, ribbon, yarn, buttons etc. that the children can use in 
their designs.  These items are very expensive to buy on a large scale but 
elevate the children’s work to a new level.  Another area of opportunity for the 
children will be working with natural objects such as; feathers, shells and 
sticks, etc. and so if you are able to collect some of these with your 
child/children and donate them to school we will be very grateful.  The 
teachers haven’t yet decided what they are going to do with their class but the 
more time we have to collect materials the better. The materials we receive may 
prove to be the inspiration for the project so please feel welcome to play your part. Thank you! 



Remembering the meaning of poppies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As remembrance Sunday approaches we are inviting the children to draw, paint and decorate 
poppies using a variety of media.  Any size of poppy will do; big, small, a single poppy or several 
poppies together in a cluster.  Please cut out the poppy and bring it or them to school and we will 
display them to our windows facing outwards to create a colourful display of poppies for everyone 
to enjoy and remember those who died for us. 
 
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 

We will be supporting the Royal British Legion again this year and the 
children will have an opportunity to purchase merchandise, which will 
be brought to their class during week commencing 2nd November.  
Items include ~ zip pull 50p, reflector poppy 50p, silicon wristband £1, 
snap band £1.50 and general poppies - suggested donation from 20p.  
Every poppy makes a difference to the lives of our Armed Forces 
Community!  Visit www.britishlegion.org.uk for more information. 

 
Twitter - https://twitter.com/HelmshoreSchool 

Our school Twitter feed is updated daily by our teachers - If you would like to find out about the 

activities that your children are enjoying day-by-day, please view our Tweets and 'like' or 

'comment'. There is so much happening in school, it is a pleasure to be able to share it with 

everyone. 

 

EYFS News! 

It has been a pleasure to welcome our Reception children to school and we would like to thank 

our new parents for their support and understanding as their children have started school in this 

unusual and challenging situation. The children have been working very hard since starting school 

and have had a super first half term.  They have enjoyed our theme of “The Snail and the Whale “. 

We have explored a range of sea life play based learning experiences and found out lots about sea 

creatures.  We discovered that we have several little sea life experts amongst our new children! 

We had a lovely time listening to “Aquarium” by Saint Saens and created some lovely movements. 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/HelmshoreSchool


We are currently working on careful art work in a range of media for our virtual “Autumn Art 

Gallery”. Usually parents would be invited into school to view this but with the current challenges 

and restrictions, we will be making a little video to enjoy at home instead, to share the children’s 

achievements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are working so hard at the early stages of reading and writing and look forward to 

their daily visit from “Phonics Bug”! They have enthusiastically completed the whole of Phase 2 

Letters and Sounds and we are delighted to see huge progress on a daily basis.  Thank you to all 

those Reception parents who are supporting and encouraging their children with phonic work and 

reading at home; it really does make a big difference! The children have already logged into Purple 

Mash and are loving discussing these activities with each other. They have also received logins for 

Phonics Bug, enabling them to read a range of decodable books at home.  It is always lovely to 

read comments in Home/School Activity books about their experiences at home. 

In Maths, the children have had lots of practical fun exploring 

numbers to five in depth. This is a new approach for us that is 

proving very successful and the children end their first half 

term with a deep understanding of these numerals, counting, 

adding and subtracting with them. 

After half term, we will be starting our “Stick Man” theme 

and the children have been encouraged to collect sticks and 

engage in other outdoor activities during half term to start 

off the project. We will look forward to sharing our activities 

on Twitter.  

 

Pupil Council News! 

The current “bubble” restricted circumstances have unfortunately made it impossible to continue 

with our Pupil Council work in the usual collaborative way. However, Mrs Perry is keen to ensure 

that the children can still benefit from this experience in some way.  After half term, we are 

looking to developing a team of class representatives and Year 6 chairpersons, secretaries etc. to 

work together via email to engage classes through school in class projects.    

We are looking forward to seeking the children’s views on a range of topics and re starting our 

successful Pupil Council.  

Look out for our regular updates on Twitter! 



Worker Bee Awards 

Our Worker Bee awards continue weekly throughout the infant 

department to motivate and inspire children to “Be the best we are 

able to be”. We are currently presenting the awards in class as part of 

a class assembly to discuss qualities and values as well as reward 

children’s achievements and qualities. The children are so proud of 

their awards, which are displayed in the classroom and taken home 

the following week. Look out for our Worker Bees weekly on Twitter! 

Hope Project 

Over the past half term, staff have worked on a range of activities with the children based on our 

Hope project. This consists of lovely resources selected and created by staff to support children’s 

emotional well-being. These resources can also be accessed at home if they would be helpful to 

you: https://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/helmshore-hope-project/ 

Attendance Policy 2020-21 and Absence Requests 

The school policy and procedures around leave in term time remains the same.  Any leave in term 

time will only be granted in exceptional circumstances.  Parents/carers must request permission 

for leave before the absence.  Whilst the current situation feels exceptional to us all this should 

not in itself be seen as an exceptional reason to support a request for leave during term time.  The 

Covid-19 situation has affected all families.  The lengthy absences from school were unavoidable 

but now we have been able to return to face-to-face teaching, it is essential that we have full 

classes to enable pupils to fill any learning gaps. 

Further information and addendum to the Attendance Policy for 2020-21 can be found by visiting 

the school website. 

IMPORTANT INFOAMTION - Illness & Covid-19 Symptoms 

If your child or any member of your household has a... 

 High temperature 

 New, continuous cough 

 Loss or change in their normal sense of smell or taste 
 

Book a test at http://nhs.uk/coronavirus or call 119.  If they are unwell, without these symptoms, 
check https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ for advice. 
 

If any member of your family is showing any of the above symptoms and have booked or taken a 
test please keep your child at home until you get the results to minimise risk and disruption in 
school. 
 
Nasal Flu Vaccination (Whole School) – 23rd November 2020 

On Monday, 23rd November all children attending Helmshore Primary School will be offered the 

nasal flu vaccination and this year IntraHealth will be asking for you to provide consent online.  A 

link to enable you to provide this consent and further information will be sent to you as soon as 

this is available to us.  If you have any difficulty accessing the online consent or you have any 

further questions please contact the school office or you can contact the IntraHealth Flu 

Vaccination Team on 0333 3583 397. 

 

https://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/helmshore-hope-project/
https://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Covid19-Addendum-Primary-Attendance-Policy-26Aug2020-v3.2-2.pdf
http://nhs.uk/coronavirus%20or%20call%20119
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


5 reasons to get your child vaccinated …. 1) Protect your child The vaccine will help protect your 

child against flu and serious complications such as bronchitis and pneumonia. 2) Protect you, your 

family and friends Vaccinating your child will help protect more vulnerable friends and family 3) 

No injection needed The nasal spray is painless and easy to have 4) It’s better than having flu The 

nasal spray helps protect against flu, has been given to millions of children worldwide and has an 

excellent safety record. 5) Avoid costs If your child gets flu, you may have to take time off work or 

arrange alternative childcare. 

 

For further information visit https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/child-flu-vaccine/ 

 
Punctuality – Arrival and Home time Arrangements 

Thank you to everyone who is helping us all to stay safe – social distancing, wearing face coverings and 

arriving and leaving promptly.  Below is a reminder of the current arrival and home time arrangements 

and we would ask that every effort is made to adhere to these times and procedures. We would also ask 

that the children have all belongings with them at the start of the school day (i.e. coats, lunch, drinks etc.).  

Thank you for your support. 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/child-flu-vaccine/


Autumn Term Reports 

I am sure you will understand that we are unable to hold our face to face parent consultation 

sessions this term due to Covid restrictions.  This is a shame because the children have worked 

very hard and settled into school well.  There is a lot of positivity to share and we all need that at 

the moment.  Your child’s teacher will be emailing you a brief report, by the end of next week, 

about how your child has settled back into school life, their emotional well-being and their targets.  

This is an initial, brief report and you will receive a full report at the end of the Autumn Term with 

initial assessments and further details of the progress your child is making.  Please note they may 

not all arrive at exactly the same time!  I hope this report will provide you with the information 

you require at this time but should you wish to have a phone conversation with your child’s 

teacher, please contact them via their class email, the school office by phone or return the slip on 

the bottom of the report and we will get back to you as soon as possible. 

 

Lancashire County Council - Children and Family Wellbeing Service 

The Children and Family Wellbeing Service provide early help on a whole range of issues affecting 

you and your family. There are several groups running at the moment by Zoom and you can find 

useful information about the service by visiting Children & Family Wellbeing Service and the guide 

to What’s on Rossendale will also offer you helpful contact information and details of events in the 

area.   

 

The service are currently offering a Triple P Programme (Positive Parenting Programme) which is 

an eight week programme for parents to help encourage desirable behaviour, deal with problem 

behaviour, become more confident as a parent, be realistic about parenting and taking care of 

yourself as a parent.  For more information and to book a place on the next course please contact 

the Children and Families Wellbeing Service at: cfwrossmailbox@lancashire.gov.uk or phone 

01706 237780 or 01706 237788. 

 

Secondary School Applications 2021 (CLOSING DATE 31st OCTOBER 2020)  
If you have a child who is currently in his or her last year at primary school (Year 6) then you must 
apply for a secondary school place by Friday, 31st October 2020. This is a national statutory 
deadline and late applications will not be dealt with alongside those which have been received by 
31st October 2020. Late applicants may therefore be disadvantaged in terms of receiving an offer 
for one of their preferred secondary schools.  
 
Apply on-line at Lancashire County Council Secondary School Admissions.  The system is easy to 
use, fast, secure and gives an e-mail receipt when you press the submit button to send your on-
line application.  
 
Primary Admissions Reception 2021 (CLOSING DATE 15th JANUARY 2021) 
If your child has their 4th birthday on or between 1st September 2020 and 31st August 2021 they 
will start school in September 2021.  Apply on-line at Lancashire County Council Primary School 
Admissions.  You must apply even if an elder sibling is already attending school. The closing date 
for applications is 15th January 2021.  
 
For further information regarding Primary or Secondary School applications for 2021 please 
contact the school office.        
 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/early-years-childcare-and-family-support/family-support/children-and-family-wellbeing-service/
file://///helmshore.lancs.sch.uk/userdata$/officedata/my%20documents/documents/SEND/Children%20&%20Family%20Wellbeing%20Service/CFWS%20Whats%20On%20Guide_Rossendale%20Autumn%202020.pdf
file://///helmshore.lancs.sch.uk/userdata$/officedata/my%20documents/documents/SEND/Children%20&%20Family%20Wellbeing%20Service/Triple%20P%20Leaflet%20UPDATED.pdf
mailto:cfwrossmailbox@lancashire.gov.uk
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/


Year 2 News! 

 

We have had a busy first half term back at school in Year 2.  We used the book 

‘The Way Home for Wolf’ in English, the children looked closely at the story and 

the different characters. We enjoyed finding out more about wolves and 

researching different savannah animals to allow us to create our own fact files. 

We also created our own stories based on ‘The Way Home for Wolf’ using the 

savannah animals we researched. 

 

In maths we have looked at place value, addition and subtraction, we have used a variety of 

techniques to help us to add and subtract one digit numbers from two digit numbers. 

 

In science, the children have really enjoyed finding out all about different habitats, from the ones 

we would find locally to habitats from around the world. We found out which animals live in the 

different habitats and why. 

We created some amazing puppets as part of our Design and Technology topic; we created stick 

puppets, spoon puppets, sock puppets and finger puppets based on different stories about 

animals. The children showed off their amazing sewing skills to create their finger puppets and 

were proud of their efforts. 
 

KS2 ‘The Helmshore Oscars’ 

We continue to reward the wonderful successes and achievements of our 

Junior children by awarding our very own Helmshore Oscars.  Certificates 

and trophies are presented in class, on a weekly basis, to acknowledge, 

motivate and inspire the children in their work, attitude and behaviour.  

We are also keen to celebrate success out of school, so please encourage 

your child to share these with us too.  Continue to follow our Twitter 

posts and view the amazing work that our children are producing. 

 
 



Year 3 News! 
Cor Blimey Guv'nor!  As part of our Paddington Bear topic in English, Year 3 have been busy 

making lots of models and producing some fabulous artwork based on London as part of their 

homework.  

A huge thank you to all of the children and their families for such a fantastic effort.  

 

 

 

 
Rossendale Hospice Penny Pinching Challenge  

We are pleased to support Rossendale Hospice again this year with their Inter-
School Penny Pinching Challenge and your child will bring home a collection box 
before the half term holiday.   
 

The 2020 Inter-Schools Penny Pinching Challenge will 
commence on Monday 19th October with the challenge 
ending on Friday 27th November.  You can find more 
information about the work the Hospice do by visiting 
their website at www.rossendalehospice.org  

 
 

The children and staff enjoyed wearing their jeans on Friday 18th September and 
supporting #JeansForGenes! Thank you for joining in and supporting this fundraising 
event – we are pleased to have raised £338!  For further information visit 
www.jeansforgenesday.org 

http://www.rossendalehospice.org/
http://www.jeansforgenesday.org/
https://www.rossendalehospice.org/
http://www.jeansforgenesday.org/static/media/up/School-Jeans-for-Genes-Day-logos.zip


 
Year 1 News! 
Year 1 have had a wonderful half term!   We have focused our learning this 

half term based around the book ‘Harry the Happy Mouse’.  The children have 

taken some time to understand the characters in the book, acting out the 

different parts of the story and created some lovely watercolour drawings of 

Harry.  We have finished our half term with the children writing the story of 

Harry the Happy Mouse. Miss Morton and Mr Gaffney have been really 

impressed with the children’s writing, they have made some fabulous progress 

with their handwriting and sentence structure.  

 

 

 

 

In Maths we have focused on addition and subtraction, ensuring the children 

are confident with the ‘Part Part Whole’ method.  They have made some good 

progress, but more practise at home is always welcomed!  We have also learnt 

about 2D and 3D shapes; completed some work on patterns in numbers and 

measured different lengths using cubes.  

We have been looking at different animals in our Science lessons. The children have learnt about 

the 5 different animal groups. We really enjoyed designing and sculpting our own animals out of 

clay. We have just finished adding the final coats of paint to our amazing creations.  We are sure 

you can’t wait to proudly display them in your homes!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Please park safely in Gregory Fold – IMPORTANT NOTICE 
If possible we ask that you walk your child to and from school to ease traffic congestion in the area around 
the school and this also promotes healthy lifestyles by encouraging children to take part in regular daily 
exercise, helping the children arrive at school fresh and alert!  Children who walk to school with an adult 
have more opportunities to practice their road safety skills.  Socially and emotionally this can be an 
advantage.   
 

If it is unavoidable for you to transport your child to and from school by car, we ask that parents and family 
members dropping off and collecting children from school park considerately on Gregory Fold and on 
surrounding roads and do not block the driveways of residents.  Residents need access to their driveways 
at all times! We continue to receive complaints from parents and residents alike regarding inconsiderate 
parking on the approach to and in the areas around the school.  We wish to keep a good relationship with 
our neighbours and ask that you support us and consider residents when 
parking outside school.   
 
We are also concerned about the large number of vehicles that sit idling with 
their engines running whilst waiting to collect children at the end of the school 
day.  This is damaging to the environment and the air quality around the school 
– please consider the health of our children and parents that walk past and 
breath in these exhaust fumes. 

 

PE/Sport Days 

On PE/Sports Days (Monday Y3, Tuesday Y2, Wednesday Y4, Thursday Y5 and 

EYFS, Friday Y1 and Y6) we ask that your child comes to school in their PE kit 

and wear it all day.  A track suit is a good idea too as the days become colder.  

Please ensure your child also has a lightweight showerproof/kagoule style 

jacket to wear on PE days.  We have a stock of PE kit available to purchase 

directly from school and have some lightweight, waterproof jackets that 

would be very useful for PE days costing just £10.00.  Sizes are Small Junior 

and Large Junior. Please email the school office for further information. 

 
Free School Meals ~ could you be entitled? 
It is easy to register – just contact the school office or the Area Education Office (East) on 01254 220711 in 
confidence providing some basic details (name, address, DOB and NI number). 

Not only will your child receive a free school meal in school but in the event of your child being unable to 

attend school if they are self-isolating due to Covid-19, vouchers can be offered as an alternative to 
receiving a free school meal. In addition school will also qualify for additional ‘pupil premium’ funding if 
you are receiving one of the following: 

1. Universal Credit with a household income of less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get) 

2. Income-Based Jobseekers' Allowance 
3. Income-Related Employment and Support Allowance 
4. Child Tax Credit, not entitled to Working Tax Credit and household income less than £16,190 
5. Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
6. Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 
7. Income Support 
8. Working Tax Credits ‘run on’ – the payment you receive for a further four weeks after you finish work. 
 

If you meet any of these criteria, we do urge you to register. 

 


