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Helmshore School has never been so quiet and empty!  We are all missing the children, the 
parents, the structure of a school day and lots of other things too.  We thank you for keeping your 
children at home and hope that you are all staying safe and well.  Whilst the school is closed, we 
are hoping to stay connected with you via newsletters.  They will of course be different from our 
usual ones but we hope that through them we can share positivity and the wellbeing in our school 
community and signpost practical help and support.  We will also share the work being 
undertaken by the children attending the Care Club who have been absolutely wonderful!  They 
have been so sensible, well behaved and thoughtful. Well done, everybody! 
 
Spreading positivity outside school  
Our staff reaction to this challenging situation has been to work 
together enthusiastically to share positivity and support each other. 
They have created lots of lovely ideas for the children attending the 
Care Club, so that they have lots of interesting and exciting tasks to do 
as well as daily exercise and work sessions.  During the past two weeks, 
the children have created a range of colourful items to display both 
inside and outside school.  We have hung artwork from the school 
building, decorated the hedgerow and trees and created chalk designs 
on the tarmac. These decorative items include positive message posters, rainbows, large suns and 
a giant woven rainbow. We also have painted rainbows and suns and placed teddy bears in our 
school windows.  

 

    

 



We have received lots of lovely feedback from people who have walked past and viewed the 
children’s work. The children’s work has obviously touched the hearts of some passers-by because 
they have written and messaged us to tell us so.   It is so lovely that we are able to cheer people up 
at this difficult time and help members of the local community to feel positive and hopeful about 
the future.  We have also encouraged families to put rainbows and teddy bears in their window for 
others to spot during their daily exercise and many have done this.   
 
Twitter challenges 
Our families seem to be enjoying our Twitter challenges.  These are tweeted every few days to 

give families an additional fun activity to look out for.  The challenges are designed to be shared as 

a family and where possible to involve family and friends via FaceTime or Skype. It has been lovely 

to see some examples of the children’s responses to these.  Keep checking out Twitter page 

https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool for updates even if you choose not to join Twitter and follow us, it is 

always nice to keep up with everything that is going on! 

Here are some of the Twitter challenges so far: 

 Creating rainbow posters to put up in windows 

                                                 

https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool


 Counting “steps” around your home and outside space, with the challenge of how many times this 

can be competed in a day.  

                                               

 Making cards/messages to send to family/friends to brighten their days                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Making a “wish” jar of places family members would like to 

go in the future  

 

Rewriting the lyrics of a favourite song to reflect the current situation and 

performing it with household items as percussion! Why not have a go at this - it 

could be great fun to do together. You could then film it to share with family and 

friends.  

 

   Choose a language together and learn a few words/phrases every day. 

Write them down, maybe on a poster, so you can keep practising 

together. (It could be the language of a place you'd like to visit!) We'd 

love to see your efforts!  

Visit our Twitter page for your next challenge! 

https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool


 
Happy cards 
We have been making “happy cards” to send to people in the local 

community who are isolated and alone.  These have been 

gratefully received and we are pleased to have made a small 

difference. This would be a nice activity to do at home; children 

could draw pictures and write kind messages to spread a little love 

and cheer.  

 

During these uncertain times we would like to say how delighted we are with the way our families have 

accessed the information on our school website and twitter feed that provide links and information.  It is so 

important to keep communicating whilst we are in our homes and we are extremely grateful for the level of 

effort, support and commitment you have shown.  

Please continue to keep yourselves safe and well and we will endeavour to keep you updated via this 

newsletter, school website and twitter feed.  

Happy wishes 

We would like to say a big ‘Happy Birthday’ or ‘Happy 
Anniversary’ to any of our pupils and family members, who 
have celebrated a special occasion during this time. We hope 
you managed to have fun. 

   

We are constantly updating our school website with information as to how you can 

keep your children occupied, educated and happy over the coming weeks. Staff are 

working hard to recommend apps and websites, look for updates using the following 

links on the school website: 

 

 
 

 

Easter Activity Packs 
We hope that you have found the ‘Learning from Home’ packs issued at the beginning of the 
school closure period to be helpful.  We plan to issue new work packs every two weeks and these 
will be posted on the school website.  Previous packs can be found in the archive folder on the 
same page.  If you are having any difficulty accessing this material or have any questions about the 
resources available please contact the school in the usual way - telephone 01706 213756 or email 
office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk.   
 

As we would have been enjoying our Easter break over these two 
weeks, class teachers have put together some lovely, fun activities 
for you to enjoy with your child during this time along with a special 
message. These packs can be found on the school website. 

https://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/homework-packs/
https://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/homework-packs/
https://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/home-learning-resources/
https://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/just-for-fun/
https://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/homework-packs/


Cookery Book 
We are planning to create a professionally printed Helmshore Primary 
School Cookery Book and we’d love you to help us with this! 

Do you have a delicious recipe that you enjoy baking or cooking with your 
family that you could submit? 

The recipe needs to include all the following information for publication: - 

• Recipe title and author of the recipe 
• Portions served, difficulty rating and cooking and preparation time 
• Method – step by step the preparation and instructions for recipe 
• You can include a photo of yourself/food cooked 
 

The completed book will be spiral bound and measure 16cm by 16cm, so please consider this when 
thinking about the size of your recipe! 
 

Your recipe can be sent in a Word document and emailed to: recipes@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk  
HAPPY COOKING AND BAKING, WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOUR CREATIONS!   

Mrs Allsop and Mrs Trickett 

Helmshore Art Work ~ Tea Towel Challenge 
As a school we are hoping to create a ‘Helmshore Tea Towel’ and we want to include some lovely drawings 
by the children. 

We would like the children to research the iconic landmarks and features that you associate with 
Helmshore.  Observe these closely and create a detailed sketch of these buildings and places around our 
village – use pencil or a black biro to add more detail. 

Work as carefully as you can ~ we can’t wait to see your drawings – have fun! 

Free School Meals ~ could you be entitled to receive support during the school closure period? 
It is easy to register – just contact the school office or the Area Education Office (East) on 01254 220711 in 
confidence providing some basic details (name, address, DOB and NI number). 
 
You will be entitled to receive a shopping voucher each week during the period of the school closure and 
school will also qualify for additional ‘pupil premium’ funding if you are receiving one of the following: 
 

1. Universal Credit with a household income of less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get) 

2. Income-Based Jobseekers' Allowance 
3. Income-Related Employment and Support Allowance 
4. Child Tax Credit, not entitled to Working Tax Credit and household income less than £16,190 
5. Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
6. Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 
7. Income Support 
8. Working Tax Credit 'run on' – the payment you receive for a further four weeks after you finish work 
 

If you meet any of these criteria we do urge you to register. 
 

Primary School Application Offers – Reception 2020 

If you applied online, offers for primary school places for September 2020 will be sent by email on Thursday 

16th April and will also then be available online http://bit.ly/LCCprimaryplaces. Please allow a full day for 

your email to arrive. 

mailto:recipes@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk
http://bit.ly/LCCprimaryplaces


 
Other useful resources 
For those of you who like a bit of structure in your lives; here's what various celebrities are offering you and 
your children for free daily, to help with their education while schools are closed: 
  
9.00am - PE with Joe Wicks - https://youtu.be/6v-a_dpwhro  
10.00am - Maths with Carol Vorderman - https://www.themathsfactor.com 
11.00am - English with David Walliams - https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses  
12.00pm - Lunch (cooking with Jamie Oliver)  
https://www.jamieoliver.com/features/category/get-kids-cooking 
1.00pm - Music with Myleene Klass - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQh2wgJ5tOrixYBn6jFXsXQ 
1.30pm - Dance with Darcey Bussel - https://twitter.com/diversedancemix/status/1241098264373592065 
2.00pm - History with Dan Snow (free for 30-days) - https://tv.historyhit.com/signup/package 
4.00pm - Home Economics with Theo Michaels (Mon/Wed/Fri) - https://www.instagram.com/theocooks 
  
Non-daily events include: 
Science with Professor Brian Cox - https://cosmicshambles.com/stayathome/upcoming-schedule 
 
For your older kids, here are 50 free revision resources for 11+, GCSEs and A-Levels - 
http://www.eparenting.co.uk/education/50_free_revision_resources_for_gcse_a_level_11_plus_and_sats.
php 
 
If your children are struggling with the coronavirus lockdown, this 

resource may help you work through it with them. 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-

guide-to-coronavirus/ 

 

 

In addition to the information on the school 

website we would also like to draw your attention 

to the following support for the local community 

via Rossendale Connected, which we hope you will 

be able to share to help others during this time: 

The Rossendale Connected Hub was launched on 

Friday 27th March to support communities, 

families and individuals facing challenges 

presented by the Coronavirus outbreak.  

You will find helpful contact information below: 

Website: www.rossendaleconnected.org  

Telephone: 01706 227016 

Email: help@rossendaleconnected.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/rossendale-

connected 

 

https://youtu.be/6v-a_dpwhro
https://www.themathsfactor.com/
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses
https://www.jamieoliver.com/features/category/get-kids-cooking
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQh2wgJ5tOrixYBn6jFXsXQ
https://twitter.com/diversedancemix/status/1241098264373592065
https://tv.historyhit.com/signup/package
https://www.instagram.com/theocooks
https://cosmicshambles.com/stayathome/upcoming-schedule
http://www.eparenting.co.uk/education/50_free_revision_resources_for_gcse_a_level_11_plus_and_sats.php
http://www.eparenting.co.uk/education/50_free_revision_resources_for_gcse_a_level_11_plus_and_sats.php
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
http://www.rossendaleconnected.org/
mailto:help@rossendaleconnected.org
http://www.facebook.com/rossendale-connected
http://www.facebook.com/rossendale-connected


 

Rossendale Borough Council CV-19 Community Bulletin 

Throughout the coming weeks and months, the Council’s Communities Team, along with its medical and 

community partners will be compiling information about the Coronavirus and how to deal with its 

consequences in Rossendale. Regular bulletins will be posted on the Rossendale Borough Council website 

https://www.rossendale.gov.uk/ and on Facebook https://en-gb.facebook.com/RossendaleCouncil/ etc. 

The latest bulletins can be found on the links below and contain lots of useful information and contact 
numbers.  Please share this information with family and friends. 
 

Community Bulletin 20th March 
Community Bulletin 31st March  
Community Bulletin 7th April 
 

Lonely people needed social contact: 
SILVERLINE – offers 24 hour, 365 days a year, free, confidential helpline providing information, friendship 

and advice to older people.  Telephone 0800 4708090   www.thesilverline.org.uk 

Volunteer Support 
LANCASHIRE VOLUNTEER PARTERSHIP 
Volunteer support for people feeling isolated and vulnerable – contact 07779 972114 / 07779 
972652  www.lancsvp.org.uk   
  

General help and advice 
Age UK Lancashire helpline – 0300 303 1234 
Information and advice including local sources of help and support, emergency food, advice on benefits, 
health and community care, welfare benefit checks. 
  

Prepayment meters (Gas/Electricity): 
People who are self-isolating and can’t top up their gas or electric prepayment meter can contact their 
supplier who will help them get two weeks supply. 
British Gas: 0333 202 9802 
EDF: 0333 200 5100 
EON: 0345 052 000 
N Power: 0800 073 3000 
Scottish Power: 0800 027 0072 
SSE: 0345 026 2658 
  

Welfare benefits advice: 
Rossendale and Hyndburn Citizens Advice www.carh.org.uk  0300 456 2552 
 

Business Grants 
Businesses that call asking about the grants available for businesses impacted by Coronavirus should email 
for support: nndr@rossendalebc.gov.uk 
  

Other useful numbers: 
ROSSENDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL 01706 217777 
LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0300 1236701 
SOCIAL SERVICES CHILDREN 0300 1236720 
SOCIAL SERVICES ADULTS 0300 1236721  
OUT OF HOURS 0300 1236722 

  
SAMARITANS 116 123 
CITIZENS ADVICE 0300 4562552 
DWP CUSTOMER SERVICES 0300 7317898 
PENSION SERVICE 0800 7310469 
UNIVERSAL CREDIT 0800 328934

 

https://www.rossendale.gov.uk/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/RossendaleCouncil/
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