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Mission Statement 

                     “To go further than we thought 

To run faster than we hoped, 

To reach higher than we dreamed, 

To become the best we are able to be.” 

 
Helmshore Primary School aims to be an educationally inclusive school in which the 

teaching and learning achievement, attitude and wellbeing of every young person is our 

priority. 

The Place of RE in the Curriculum 

 

Religious education enables children to investigate and reflect on some of the most 

fundamental questions asked by people. At Helmshore Primary School we develop the 

children’s knowledge and understanding of the major world faiths, and we address the 

fundamental questions in life.  We enable children to develop a sound knowledge not 

only of Christianity but also of other world religions, especially those that are the 

main faiths of children within our school. Children reflect on what it means to have a 

faith and to develop their own spiritual knowledge and understanding. We help the 

children learn from religions as well as about religions. 

 

The aims of religious education are to help children: 

 develop an awareness of spiritual and moral issues in life experiences; 

 develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other major world 

religions and value systems found in Britain; 

 develop an understanding of what it means to be committed to a religious 

tradition; 

 be able to reflect on their own experiences and to develop a personal 

response to the fundamental questions of life – What is it to be Human?; 

 develop an understanding of religious traditions and to appreciate the 

spiritual, moral and social cultural differences in Britain today; 

 develop investigative and research skills and to enable them to make 

reasoned judgements about religious issues; 

 have respect for other peoples’ views and to celebrate the diversity in 

society. 



 

The legal position of Religious Education 

 

Our school curriculum for religious education meets the requirements of the 1988 

Education Reform Act (ERA) in that, ‘religious education is compulsory for all children, 

including those in the early years and foundation stage who are less than five years 

old.’ The ERA allows parents to withdraw their child from religious education classes if 

they so wish, although this should only be done once the parents have given written 

notice to the school governors. The ERA also allows teachers to refuse to teach 

religious education, but only after they have given due notice of their intention to the 

school governors. The religious education curriculum forms an important part of our 

school’s spiritual, moral and social teaching. We follow Lancashire Agreed Syllabus 

(2011) and we meet all the requirements set out in that document. The ERA states 

that the RE syllabus should reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great 

Britain are in the main Christian and that it should, at the same time, take account of 

the teachings and practices of other major religions. 

 

Teaching and learning style 

 

We base our teaching and learning in RE on the key principle that good teaching in RE 

allows children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the 

religious ideas and concepts mean to them and others. We use a ‘Key Question Focus’ 

as stimulus for investigative learning. This approach enables children to build on their 

own and learned experiences and extend their knowledge and understanding of 

religious faiths, customs, cultures and traditions. Children carry out directed research 

into religious topics. They study particular religious faiths and also compare the 

religious views of different faith groups on topics such as festivals and rituals. 

Children are given time to discuss and reflect on their learning. Our teaching enables 

children to extend their own sense of values and promotes their spiritual growth and 

development. We encourage children to think about their own views and values in 

relation to the themes and topics studied in the RE curriculum. 

 

Differentiation 

 

We recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children of widely differing 

abilities, and so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching 

the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of 

ways, for example, by: 

 setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of 

responses; 

 setting tasks of increasing difficulty (we do not expect all children to 

complete all tasks); 

 grouping the children by ability in the room and setting different tasks for 

each ability group; 

 providing resources of different complexity, adapted to the ability of the 

child; 



 using teaching assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of 

children. 

 

Equal Opportunities. 
 

Children irrespective of ability, age, race, gender, sexual orientation and disability are 

given full access to the Religious Education curriculum in accordance with recent 

legislation. British values are promoted as set out by the Government’s 2011 Prevent 

Strategy. These include: values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual 

respect and tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs. 

 

Citizenship 

 

Promoting citizenship through RE 

We believe that RE plays a significant part in promoting citizenship through: 

  

 developing pupils’ knowledge and understanding about the diversity of 

national, regional, religious and ethnic identities in the United Kingdom and 

the need for mutual respect and understanding. 

  

 enabling pupils to think about topical spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

issues including the importance of resolving conflict fairly. 

  

 exploring the rights, responsibilities and duties of citizens locally, nationally 

and globally. 

  

 enabling pupils to justify and defend orally, and in writing, personal opinions 

about issues, problems and events. 

 

Planning 

 

The staff use the Jigsaw Discovery R.E scheme as a basis for RE curriculum planning.  

We carry out the curriculum planning in religious education in three phases (long-term, 

medium-term and short-term). The long-term plan maps the religious education topics 

studied in each term during each year group.  

 Religious Education will reflect and represent the religions found within the school 

community.  It will also take into account the religions found in the immediate 

geographical area surrounding the school (locally) and beyond (nationally and globally).   

It adopts an enquiry-based approach to teaching and learning.  

Christianity is taught in every year group, with Christmas and Easter given new 

treatment each year, developing the learning in a progressive way. Hinduism, Islam, 

Judaism and Sikhism are also covered. 

The planning model used in Discovery RE is aligned to that recommended in most 

agreed syllabi, i.e. a 6-part planning process focusing on a 4-step enquiry. Each enquiry 

demands the equivalent of 6 lessons. Each enquiry has a learning objective which shows 

the learning over the enquiry and SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural) 

development opportunities are mapped throughout. Planning and delivery is creative 



and a wide variety of approaches are used including visits to sacred places and visitors 

into school liasing with the Faith Centre in Burnley.  

RE content may, in some instances, be incorporated into other subject areas in order 

to make the RE experience more meaningful and real for the pupils.  However where 

the links are tenuous, RE will be taught as a stand-alone subject for a blocked amount 

of time.   

 

RE in the Foundation Stage 

 

In the Foundation Stage, religious education is an integral part of the topic work 

covered during the year. As the reception class is part of the Early Years and 

Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the religious education aspects 

of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals which 

underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five (People and 

Communities) (Language and communication).  

 

Contribution of religious education to the teaching of other subjects 
 

English 

Religious education contributes to the teaching of English in our school by actively 

promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that 

we use in English have religious themes or content, which encourages discussion. We 

also encourage the children to record information in order to develop their writing 

ability. 

 

Computing 

We use computing where appropriate in religious education. The children find and 

select information, using the internet and accessible in and out of school programs 

such as Espresso. 

  

Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship 

Through our religious education lessons, we teach the children about the values and 

moral beliefs that underpin individual choices of behaviour. So, for example, we 

contribute to the discussion of topics such as smoking, drugs and health education. We 

also promote the values and attitudes required for citizenship in a democracy by 

teaching respect for others and the need for personal responsibility. In general, by 

promoting tolerance and understanding of other people, we enable children to 

appreciate what it means to be positive members of our pluralistic society. 

 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

Through teaching religious education in our school, we provide opportunities for 

spiritual development. Children consider and respond to questions concerning the 

meaning and purpose of life. We help them to recognise the difference between right 

and wrong through the study of moral and ethical questions. We enhance their social 

development by helping them to build a sense of identity in a multicultural society. 

Children explore issues of religious faith and values and, in so doing; they develop their 

knowledge and understanding of the cultural context of their own lives. 



 

Teaching religious education to children with special needs 

 

In our school we teach RE to all children, whatever their ability. The teaching of RE is 

a part of our school curriculum policy, which states that we provide a broad and 

balanced education for all our children. When teaching RE we ensure that we provide 

learning opportunities matched to the needs of children with learning difficulties. We 

take into account the targets set for individual children in their Individual Provision 

Map (IPM).  

 

Resources 

 

The resources are stored in a central position these are updated annually or on 

request; they include artefacts, books, posters and DVDs.   

There is a wide range of RE books available. 

Links to CLEO RE content are on Staff share. 

Espresso Religious Education content is available in school and at home for both 

teacher and pupils. 

The Jigsaw Discovery scheme is located on Staff share for staff to use in their 

planning.  

 

Assessment and recording 

 

We assess children’s work in religious education by making informal judgements as we 

observe them during lessons and use opportunities to make assessments of both 

Attainment Targets 1 (Learning about Religions) and Attainment Target 2 (Learning 

from Religions), where appropriate.  

We mark a piece of work once it has been completed and we comment as necessary, 

giving verbal and/or written feedback to each child. On completion of a unit of work, 

we make a summary judgement about the work of each pupil in relation to AT1 and 

AT2.  

Photographs may be included in the assessment.  

The results of the final assessment task in Year 2 and Year 6 will be sent to 

Lancashire SACRE (The Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education). 

 

Below are the levels the children will be expected to achieve at the Key Stages. 

 

 

 

 Range of levels within 

which the majority of 

pupils are expected to 

work. 

Expected attainment for 

the majority of pupils at 

the end of the Key Stage. 

Key Stage 1 1 – 3 2 

Key Stage 2 2 - 5 4 



Monitoring and review 

 

The RE subject leader supports colleagues wherever possible in the teaching of 

religious education making sure the staff is kept informed about current developments 

in the subject, and provides a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the 

school. The RE subject leader presents the Headteacher with an annual report which 

evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicates areas for further 

improvement. There is a statutory requirement for the subject leader to report 

attainment at the end of both Key Stages (Years 2 and 6) via an on-line assessment 

form. 

 

The governing body will review this policy in September 2020, or earlier if deemed 

necessary. 

 

 

Signed:                               Headteacher 

 

Signed:                               Chair of Governors 

 

Date: September 2019 

 

 

 



 


