
 
 

Year 2 Statutory Test and Teacher Assessment Information 

 

Information and Guidance on the Changes and Expectations for 2019/20 
 

 
 
Dear Parents / Carers / Guardians, 

 

We are writing to explain some important information regarding the Statutory Assessment Tests and Teacher Assessment that your child 

will undertake in May.  

 

The structure of the Tests. 
 

At the end of Year 2, your child will sit tests in: 

o Reading  

o Maths  

o Spelling, punctuation and grammar 

These tests will be set externally, but marked internally, and the results will be used in conjunction with Teacher Assessment information 

to give a broader picture of their attainment. 

These tests consist of: 

 English reading Paper 1: combined reading prompt and answer booklet 

 English reading Paper 2: reading booklet and reading answer booklet 

 English grammar, punctuation and spelling Paper 1: spelling 

 English grammar, punctuation and spelling Paper 2: questions 

 Mathematics Paper 1: arithmetic 

 Mathematics Paper 2: reasoning 

There will not be any test-based assessment of writing as part of the KS1 tests. This will be done through teacher assessment. 

Teachers can use their discretion to decide if pupils require a break during any of the tests or whether, if appropriate, to stop the test 

early. 

Key Stage 1 English reading test 

The reading test has a greater emphasis on the comprehension elements of the curriculum. There are 2 reading papers, one with the texts 

and questions combined and one with more challenging texts with the questions in a separate booklet. Both papers are administered to all 

pupils. 

Each paper will have a selection of unrelated texts of increasing difficulty. There will be a mixture of text genres. 



Paper 1 consists of a combined reading prompt and answer booklet. It is expected that the test will take approximately 30 minutes to 

complete but it is not strictly timed. The paper includes a list of useful words and some practice questions for teachers to use to introduce 

the contexts and question types to pupils. 

Paper 2 consists of a reading answer booklet and a separate reading booklet. It is expected that the test will take approximately 40 

minutes to complete but it is not strictly timed. There are no practice questions on this paper. 

Key Stage 1 English grammar, punctuation and spelling test 

The grammar, punctuation and spelling test has an emphasis on technical aspects of grammar. There are 2 papers, Paper 1: spelling and 

Paper 2: questions. Writing will be assessed through teacher assessment. 

Paper 1: spelling consists of an answer booklet for pupils to complete and a test transcript to be read by the test administrator. Pupils will 

have approximately 15 minutes to complete the test but it is not strictly timed, writing the 20 missing words in the answer booklet. 

Paper 2: questions consist of a single test paper focusing on pupils’ knowledge of grammar, punctuation and vocabulary. Pupils will have 

approximately 20 minutes to complete the questions in the test paper but again it is not strictly timed.  

Key Stage 1 Mathematics test 

There are two papers, Paper 1: arithmetic and Paper 2: reasoning. 

Paper 1: arithmetic - assesses pupils’ confidence and mathematical fluency with whole numbers, place-value and counting. The test consists 

of a single test paper. It is expected that the test will take approximately 20 minutes to complete but it is not strictly timed. 

Some items in the arithmetic test have grids in the answer spaces or working out spaces. It is important that pupils show how they have 

arrived at an answer and, for some questions, marks may be awarded for a correct method of working out even where the answer is 

incorrect. 

Paper 2: reasoning - assesses pupils’ mathematical fluency, problem solving and reasoning skills. This test consists of a single test paper. It 

is expected that the reasoning paper will take approximately 35 minutes to complete but it is not strictly timed. The paper includes a 

practice question and 5 aural questions. After the aural questions, the time for the remainder of the paper should be approximately 30 

minutes. 

Key Stage 1 Science 

Science at KS1 will be teacher assessed, there will be no external test. 

When will the KS1 SATs take place in 2020? 

The Year 2 KS1 SATs will be administered in the week commencing 18th May 2020.  

There is no day/time specified to complete the KS1 tests, and the school is able to decide upon which days each test will be completed. 

 

Who marks the Tests? 
 

All papers will be marked internally. 

 

What if my child is absent for some part of the week? 
 

No absences will be authorised during the test period. It is important that you contact school early if your child is ill as special 

arrangements will need to be made to ensure your child completes the tests in accordance with the guidelines. 

 

Results 
 

The test result will be used to further inform Teacher Assessment and will not be reported separately. This is due to the fact that 

the tests cannot cover all of the skills covered in the curriculum.  

 

KS1 Phonics Screening 

 
Phonics screening tests for those Year 2 children who did not meet the threshold in Year 1 will be carried out during the week of 8th June 

2020. 



 

How to Help Your Child 

 
o First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to worry about and they should always just try their 

best. Praise and encourage!  

o Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school. 

o Support your child with any homework tasks. 

o Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables) are always good to practise. 

o Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) they are reading (the character, the plot, their opinion). 

 

How to help with Writing 

 
o Encourage opportunities for writing such as letters to family or friends, shopping lists, notes or reminders, stories or poems. 

o Write together – be a good role model for writing. 

o When writing encourage the children to plan their writing first. 

o Practise and learn weekly spelling lists – make it fun! 

o Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify good writing features when reading (e.g. vocabulary, sentence 

structure, punctuation). 

 

How to help with Reading 

 
o Listening to your child read can take many forms. First and foremost, focus developing an enjoyment and love of reading. 

o Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child at KS1 is equally as important as listening to your child read. 

o When reading, ask your child questions about the text, which encourages them to reflect on what they’ve read. 

o Read a little at a time but often, rather than rarely but for long periods of time! 

o Talk about the story before, during and afterwards – discuss the plot, the characters, their feelings and actions, how it makes 

you feel, predict what will happen and encourage your child to have their own opinions. 

o Look up definitions of words together – you could use a dictionary, the internet or an app on a phone or tablet. 

o All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve anything from fiction and non-fiction, poetry, 

newspapers, magazines, football programmes, TV guides. 

o Visit the local library - it’s free! 

 

How to help your child with Maths 
 

o Play times tables games – your child must be able to recall any fact in the 2, 3, 5 and 10 times table in a random order. 

o Play mental maths games including counting in different amounts, forwards and backwards. 

o Encourage opportunities for telling the time. 

o Encourage opportunities for counting coins and money; finding amounts or calculating change when shopping. 

o Learn key mental facts: Pairs of numbers which make 10, 20 and 100 are very important facts to memorise. 

o Look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes around the home. Discuss their properties - number of sides, angles, vertices etc. 

o Identify, weigh or measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes 

o Play games involving numbers or logic, such as dominoes, card games, darts, draughts or chess. 

o Encourage the children to practise quick calculations in their head. 

o Share strategies for calculations, so the children build up a range of methods, (eg, add 10 then subtract 1 when adding 9 for 

instance). 

o Encourage the children to show all their working out for written homework tasks.  

o Advise the children to predict or estimate the approximate answer they would expect to get before calculating. This can help 

them avoid careless errors. 

o Then, after calculating, encourage the children to check if their answer is reasonable. 

o Use the inverse operation to check their answer. (Addition to check subtraction etc). 

o When working in measure, time, shape etc remind the children to include the unit of measure in their answer, eg, cm, minutes, Kg 

etc 

 

Test preparation in school 

 
During the Spring term your child will be involved in a variety of activities to help them become familiar with the layout and wording of the 

tests. 

 

Finally, thank you for your support. Please feel free to contact school if you have any questions or concerns regarding the tests or Teacher 

Assessment. 

 

 

 
Mrs L Ashworth    Miss B Mortimer    


