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 KS1 Worker Bees Awards 

(focus this week: contribution and participation) 
    Rec Harrison Baron, Arty Dempsey, 

Max Duggleby and Ernest Goldie   
Year 1 Daniel Trainer, Lilly-Mai Dawber,  

Emilia McRitchie & Harriet Gregson  
Year 2  Maia Earnshaw, Jarvis Morris, 

Jamie Russell & Harry Cull   
 
 

KS2 Oscar Awards  
 (focus for this  week: positive attitude  

and enthusiasm for learning) 
Year 3 Violet Anderson, Rose Garton, 

Kara Ashworth & Connor Taylor  
Year 4 Jake Pollard, Finn Masser,  
Isla Grehan & Annabella Bentley  

Year 5  Tyler Hunt, Jenson Sanders,  
Georgia Platt & Hannah Schofield  
Year 6 Yasmin Lodal, Alistair Cox, 
Romily Doherty & Theo Madden    

 

 

Attendance 
 

We aim for 97% attendance each week.  Here are our 
attendance figures for the week ending  

29th November 2019: 
 

Rec 94.14% 
Year 1 94.56%    
Year 2 94.50%    
Year 3  98.20%    
Year 4 94.04%     
Year 5 92.59%     
Year 6 95.83%    

 
Well done to Year 3 with  

98.20% attendance this week!  
 

 

Dates for the diary ~ 
29/11/19 ~ KS1 Christmas Performance-tickets on sale 
29/11/19 ~ Deadline to order Christmas Dinner 
03/12/19 ~ Full Governing Body Meeting 
07/12/19 ~ Choir to sing at Helmshore Textile Museum 
10/12/19 ~ KS1 The Jolly Helmshore Christmas 
Postman (1.30pm and 6.30pm) 
11/12/19 ~ KS1 The Jolly Helmshore Christmas 
Postman (1.30pm and 6.30pm) 
11/12/19 ~ Alternative date for Y5 Swimming  
12/12/19 ~ ** School Closed – Polling Station **  
13/12/19 ~ Whole School Christmas Dinner 
13/12/19 ~ Save the Children ‘Christmas Jumper Day’  
19/12/19 ~ Christmas Party Day  
20/12/19 ~ School Closes for Christmas  
20/12/19 ~ No Acorns PM Session  
07/01/20 ~ School Opens for Spring term (1) 

07/01/20 ~ Parent Information SATs Y2 Maths 4-6pm 
09/01/20 ~ Y4 Commence Swimming Lessons 
13/01/20 ~ Y2 & Y6 Lancashire Fire Service Visit 
14/01/20 ~ Y2 & Y6 Lancashire Fire Service Visit 
14/01/20 ~ Parent Information SATs Y6 Maths 4-6pm 
21/01/20 ~ Parent Information SATs Y2 English 4-6pm 
24/01/20 ~ Chinese New Year Assembly & Workshop 
28/01/20 ~ Parent Information SATs Y6 English 4-6pm 
31/01/20 – 05/02/20 ~ Life Education Centre Visit 
07/02/20 ~ Y5/Y6 Sleepover (further details to follow) 
10/02/20 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 
12/02/20 ~ Valentine Disco (I 6.00-7.00 / J 7.15-8.30) 
14/02/20 ~ School Closes for half term holiday 
24/02/20 ~ School Opens for Spring term (2) 
11/05/20 – 14/05/20 ~ KS2 SATs Week 
18/05/20 – 22/05/20 ~ KS1 Assessment Week 

 

Dear parents and carers, 

Our Autumn Fair was a huge success thanks to the many parents, relatives 

and friends who came along to support the children.  Everyone seemed to 

be having a lovely time and the atmosphere in school was friendly and 

happy.  Thank you to the children in Year 5 and 6 who sang so beautifully 

and the children in Year 3 and 4 who had made games for the other children 

to play.  There were several craft stalls with lovely items on sale and the 

Tombola and Raffle proved very popular with everyone.  We are pleased to 

inform you that we have raised just over £1,000, which is a tremendous achievement!  Thank you all 

very much!  We intend that this money will form the foundation stone for our latest fund-raising project 

that is focused on Computer Hardware.  The whiteboards in the classrooms are now coming to the end 



of their life and need replacing, two of them immediately.  We have been trialling two different touch 

screens in school recently to determine which one we prefer and we are presently in the process of 

requesting quotations from a few local companies.  When you consider that the cost of a new 

interactive whiteboard is approximately £4,000, it is plain to see that this is a massive financial drain on 

our already limited resources.  The only way we are going to be able to achieve our goal of replacing all 

the old whiteboards is to raise some funds ourselves to subsidise the school’s budget.  During this year, 

we will be using a variety of initiatives to raise this money and I hope you will support us in this venture. 

Thank you once again for your continued support. 

Christine Myers 

The Jolly Christmas Helmshore Postman  

Ticket for our EYFS and KS1 performance are now available to purchase 

from the school office, initially restricted to two per family, with 

remaining tickets being made available from Friday, 6th December.  

Tickets will be charged at £1.00 each. 

 

Whole School Christmas Dinner & Christmas Jumper Day  
On Friday 13th December all the children, even if they don’t normally have a school meal 
will be invited to have a traditional Christmas meal in school.  Teachers and other 
members of staff will dress up as waiters and waitresses to serve the meals on that day, 
the tables will be decorated and we will play Christmas music to create a special festive 
atmosphere.  Our catering staff work hard to ensure this is a special event.   

  
 
On this day, staff and pupils are also be invited to wear their Christmas 
Jumpers for a small voluntary donation to Save the Children.  Visit 
https://christmasjumperday.org for further information. 
 

Year 5 and 6 Sports hall Athletics 

A fantastic effort from all the Year 5 and 6 children involved in the athletics competition at the Valley 

Leadership Academy on Monday 25th November. 

 

 

School Holidays – Academic Year 2020-2021 

The school holiday pattern for the academic year 2020-2021 is now available and can be viewed on the school 

website www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/holidays   

https://christmasjumperday.org/
http://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/holidays


Meeting the needs of Children with Medical Needs 
Please note that school policy states that members of staff are not permitted to 
administer medicine to pupils.  We realise that this has the potential to cause problems 
for some parents but this decision is made in the interest of the Health and Safety of 
pupils and staff.   We ask that wherever possible, children are medicated out of school 
hours.  Sometimes doctors are able to prescribe medication that can be taken at times 
around the school day. 
 
We also strongly request that you do not send any medication to school with children in lunch boxes and 
reading bags.  This includes over the counter drugs such as throat lozenges, Calpol etc. as these can pose a 
Health and Safety risk to young pupils and staff are not always aware that these medications are in school.  
 
Where children have a long term medical condition we do make provision for the child to self-administer 
in the presence of a member of staff and formulate a Care Plan agreed with the parents and the School 
Nurse. In order for the staff to address particular medical needs relating to a pupil in their class, it is 
important that parents and carers keep us well informed about those needs and any changes to 
circumstances.  It is very important that any medication held by the school is in date and clearly labelled 
with the child’s name, dosage etc.   
 
If you have a medical concern about your child please share it with us in the interest of your child.  Any 
changes in medical information can be put in writing to your child’s class teacher or via the school office. 
 

Winter Sickness Bug (Norovirus) 

As you will be aware, the norovirus 

or winter sickness bug has been in 

the news recently with many 

schools having large numbers of 

children absent and in some cases 

causing schools to close.  To 

prevent the virus from spreading, 

we would ask that parents note the 

symptoms and guidance outlined 

by the NHS: 
 

Symptoms: Feeling sick (nausea); 

being sick (vomiting); Diarrhoea; a 

high temperature of 38C or above; 

a headache; aching arms and legs.   

 

Please note that children should remain off school for 48 hours AFTER the symptoms have cleared.  

 

Visit our Twitter page https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool to see what we have been doing in 
school this week. 
 

Community Events:  
Visit www.primarytimes.net/lancashire  or www.thescallywag.co.uk/rossendale for information on local 
activities and events. 

St. Thomas' Church Refectory - Christingle making - Friday 6th December 3pm-4pm all welcome and 
refreshments served. 
Helmshore Mills Textile Museum – Christmas Fair – Saturday 7th December 2019 
St. Thomas' Church - Christingle and Toy Service at - Sunday 8th December 9.15 am - all welcome 
St. Thomas' Church - Crib Services Christmas Eve, 24th December 3pm and 6pm - all welcome 

https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool
http://www.primarytimes.net/lancashire
http://www.thescallywag.co.uk/rossendale

