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 KS1 Worker Bees Awards 

 
 
 

We have not held our KS1 Worker Bees Assembly  
this week due to Christmas performance preparation. 
 
 

KS2 Oscar Awards  
 
 
 
 

 We have not held our KS2 Oscar Awards Assembly  
this week due to Christmas performance preparation. 

 

 

Attendance 
 

We aim for 97% attendance each week.  Here are our 
attendance figures for the week ending  

6th December 2019: 
 

Rec 91.55% 
Year 1 85.44%    
Year 2 88.17%    
Year 3  95.25%    
Year 4  94.91%     
Year 5 95.86%     
Year 6 94.50%    

 
This week we have had some illness across the  

school but well done to Year 5 with 95.86% 
attendance this week!  

 

 

Dates for the diary ~ 
07/12/19 ~ Choir to sing at Helmshore Textile Museum 
10/12/19 ~ KS1 The Jolly Helmshore Christmas 
Postman (1.30pm and 6.30pm) 
11/12/19 ~ KS1 The Jolly Helmshore Christmas 
Postman (1.30pm and 6.30pm) 
11/12/19 ~ Alternative date for Y5 Swimming  
12/12/19 ~ ** School Closed – Polling Station **  
13/12/19 ~ Whole School Christmas Dinner 
13/12/19 ~ Save the Children ‘Christmas Jumper Day’ 
13/12/19 ~ Group of Y1 children to visit Westbourne   
17/12/19 ~ KS2 Choir to visit Turfcote Nursing Home 
18/12/19 ~ Christmas Circus  
19/12/19 ~ Christmas Party Day  
19/12/19 ~ Acorns Club Christmas Party 
20/12/19 ~ School Closes for Christmas  
20/12/19 ~ No Acorns PM Session  
07/01/20 ~ School Opens for Spring term (1) 
07/01/20 ~ Parent Information SATs Y2 Maths 4-6pm 

09/01/20 ~ Y4 Commence Swimming Lessons 
13/01/20 ~ Y2 & Y6 Lancashire Fire Service Visit 
14/01/20 ~ Y2 & Y6 Lancashire Fire Service Visit 
14/01/20 ~ Y3 visit Communitree (Stone Age Day) 
14/01/20 ~ Parent Information SATs Y6 Maths 4-6pm 
16/01/20 ~ Y3 visit Communitree (Stone Age Day) 
21/01/20 ~ Parent Information SATs Y2 English 4-6pm 
24/01/20 ~ Chinese New Year Assembly & Workshop 
28/01/20 ~ Parent Information SATs Y6 English 4-6pm 
31/01/20 – 05/02/20 ~ Life Education Centre Visit 
07/02/20 ~ Y5/Y6 Sleepover (further details to follow) 
10/02/20 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 
12/02/20 ~ Valentine Disco (I 6.00-7.00 / J 7.15-8.30) 
14/02/20 ~ School Closes for half term holiday 
24/02/20 ~ School Opens for Spring term (2) 
11/05/20 – 14/05/20 ~ KS2 SATs Week 
18/05/20 – 22/05/20 ~ KS1 Assessment Week 

 
Dates for diary  

We provide you with the most immediate dates for diary on our regular weekly newsletter. If you wish to 
view dates for later in the year please visit the ‘Dates for Diary’ section of our school website.  
 
Keep up to date with events in school by visiting Twitter page https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool  
 
Unavoidable School Closure – Thursday 12th December 2019 

We would remind you that SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED on THURSDAY 12TH DECEMBER as we will be used as a 

Polling Station for the planned general election.  We apologise for any inconvenience caused. 

 

 

https://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/our-parents/dates-for-the-diary/
https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool


EYFS News 

The children have loved performing their retelling of “Stick Man” at home this week and lots of parents 

have given us some very positive comments about this. They are doing so well with their reading and 

writing and show real enthusiasm to learn.       

Our “Maths Monsters” brought us some raisins last week and we have been solving problems involving 

subtraction. The children loved eating the raisins as they practised their subtraction! This is a lovely activity 

that they could develop at home.  

The children have been very excited to witness the magical changes in the school environment as we 

prepare for Christmas. They also very much enjoyed contributing to and then attending the Autumn Fair- a 

highlight of last week!  This week, they have loved painting their own versions of Father Christmas and 

developing their learning through a range of Christmas themed activities.  

Pupil Council News 

Our super Pupil Council team have thoroughly enjoyed discussing their favourite elements of the 

curriculum and we have had true “pupil voice” in their identification of what they would like to see more of 

in their curriculum. The feedback is being complied and a summary will be shared with families as soon as 

possible. 

It is lovely to see how children from classes throughout school can work together positively and with such 

maturity and the skills and confidence they develop whilst carrying out this role is a joy to see. Thank you 

very much to our Pupil Council team for all their work this term. This team will continue until February half 

term when there will then be an opportunity for new class representatives. 

The Jolly Christmas Helmshore Postman  

Our “Jolly Christmas Helmshore Postman” cast are very excited about 

the show next week. Our infant staff have worked creatively together 

to weave important features of Helmshore into this classic text, whilst 

maintaining its structure, rhythm and spirit. We have also tried to 

incorporate the children’s own natural instincts and creative ideas 

where possible and we are proud of the levels of performance and 

independence they have achieved at such young ages.   

Our cast have worked very hard at this performance and we’ve had lots of fun! We hope you enjoy our 

version of the Christmas story and that it will be the beginning of a very “jolly” Christmas for you!  

Thank you for your support! 

Whole School Christmas Dinner & Christmas Jumper Day  
On Friday 13th December all the children, even if they don’t normally have a school meal 
will be invited to have a traditional Christmas meal in school.  Teachers and other 
members of staff will dress up as waiters and waitresses to serve the meals on that day, 
the tables will be decorated and we will play Christmas music to create a special festive 
atmosphere.  Our catering staff work hard to ensure this is a special event.   
  

 
On this day, staff and pupils are also be invited to wear their 
Christmas Jumpers for a small voluntary donation to Save the 
Children.  Visit https://christmasjumperday.org for further 
information. 
 
 

https://christmasjumperday.org/


School Holidays – Academic Year 2020-2021 

The school holiday pattern for the academic year 2020-2021 is now available and can be viewed on the school 

website www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/holidays   

Please park safely in Gregory Fold – IMPORTANT NOTICE 
We ask that parents dropping off and collecting children from school park 
considerately on Gregory Fold and on surrounding roads and not block the 
driveways of residents.  Residents need access to their driveways at all 
times.   
   
We continue to receive complaints from parents and residents alike 
regarding inconsiderate parking on the approach to and in the areas around 
the school.  We are concerned about the large number of vehicles that sit 
idling with their engines running whilst waiting to collect children at the end 

of the school day.  This is damaging to the environment and the air quality around the school – please 
consider the health of our children and parents that walk past and breath in 
these exhaust fumes. 
 
Residents on Gregory Fold are also upset about the inappropriate parking of 

vehicles that mount the grass verges opposite the school.  We wish to keep a 

good relationship with our neighbours and ask that you support us and consider 

residents when parking outside school.   

 

No Dogs on school grounds 

In the interest of the safety of our pupils, we would ask that you do not bring dogs into the 

school grounds at the start and end of the school day.  Thank you for your understanding 

regarding the matter. 

Winter Sickness Bug (Norovirus) 

As you will be aware, the norovirus or winter 

sickness bug has been in the news recently with 

many schools having large numbers of children 

absent and in some cases causing schools to close.  

To prevent the virus from spreading, we would 

ask that parents note the symptoms and guidance 

outlined by the NHS: 
 

Symptoms: Feeling sick (nausea); being sick 

(vomiting); Diarrhoea; a high temperature of 38C 

or above; a headache; aching arms and legs.   

 

Please note that children should remain off school for 48 hours AFTER the symptoms have cleared.  

 

Visit our Twitter page https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool to see what we have been doing in 
school this week. 
 

Community Events:  
Visit www.primarytimes.net/lancashire  or www.thescallywag.co.uk/rossendale for information on local 
activities and events. 

St. Thomas' Church - Crib Services Christmas Eve, 24th December 4pm and 6pm - all welcome 

http://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/holidays
https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool
http://www.primarytimes.net/lancashire
http://www.thescallywag.co.uk/rossendale

