
 

Autumn Term 2nd Half 

Helmshore Primary School 

Reading Newsletter 

Welcome to the second edition of our Reading Newsletter! Wishing all of our pupils and families  

 a very Merry Christmas and our best wishes for the New Year!  
 

 

What we have been reading this half-term  . . . 

EYFS: Stick Man by Julia Donaldson 

Year 1: Supertato by Sue Hendra 

Year 2: Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig by Eugene Trivizas 

Year 3: The Hare and the Tortoise – Aesop’s classic fable 

Year 4: Puss in Boots by Phillip Pullman 

Year 5: Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens 

Year 6: The Wizard of Oz by Frank L. Baum 

 

EYFS 

This half term’s text, “Stick Man” has provided a wealth of opportunities across the curriculum, including 

lots of exciting work outdoors.  

The Reception children worked on a shortened version “Talk 4 Writing” style in order to develop their 

vocabulary and work on story structure. They loved performing their retelling of “Stick Man” at school, then 

at home and many parents have given us some very positive comments about this. The story retelling then 

lead to the children attempting to write some of it independently using the letter sounds they have learned 

since starting school. We had some super attempts considering how early in their first year it is.  

Some children have even been adapting the story verbally; a skill we will return to through future texts. 

They are doing so well with their reading and writing and show real enthusiasm to learn! 

 

         

 

We are pleased to be 
showcasing work from EYFS, 
Y1 and Y5 in this newsletter. 
Read on to find out about all 
the lovely activities that the 
pupils have been engaged in 

linked to their focused text. . . 

 



Year 1 

Year 1 have really enjoyed studying ‘Supertato’ by Sue Hendra. The children have made predictions about 
the text and empathised with how characters would be feeling through participating in a ‘conscience alley’ 
drama activity. They were most shocked and surprised to learn that the Evil Pea had made a visit to our 
school kitchen and had wreaked havoc! Using their knowledge of the text, the children thought of their 
own questions to ask the Evil Pea about his actions.  They were also keen to create their own superhero 
character and have innovated the original story to create their own version.  We were delighted to meet 
Superavocado, Superaubergine and Superwatermelon, who were all eager to defeat the evil pea. We are 
also really pleased with how hard the children are trying to join up their letters.  Keep up the super effort 
with reading and writing!  

 

    

             

 

 

Year 5 

This half term we have loved reading our class novel ‘Oliver Twist’. We have enjoyed making predictions 

about the different characters and plot using evidence from the text to support our views. We have used 

the PEE technique to respond to questions about the text and demonstrate our understanding. We have 

enjoyed re-enacting scenes from the book demonstrating our developing drama skills. We have been 

inspired by the descriptive historic settings to re-create our own versions of ‘Oliver Twist’ and have enjoyed 

sharing our books with each other to celebrate our work as authors.  

 

                   

        

 

 

 

         

           

       

 

 

 

 



Reading Buddies 

Children throughout our infant department have the opportunity to read several time per 

week with older buddies.  Our ‘Reading Buddies’ from upper Key Stage 2 kindly give up some 

of their lunchtime regularly to help the younger children with their reading. They read 

sections of the text to their younger buddy, encourage them to sound out the words to read 

for themselves and ask them questions to help their understanding.  

This is mutually beneficial as it give the younger children support, special one-to-one time 

with excellent role models, whilst at the same time giving our older children responsibility 

and developing their confidence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since the start of the academic year, our Junior pupils have collectively read a total of:  

  ,   , words 

A fantastic achievement and testament to how much our pupils love reading. 

Well done everyone! 

 

Our Junior children are really impressing us by 
reading and quizzing regularly, as they continue 
to ‘Read their way to the Oscars’! It is lovely to 
see such enthusiastic and well-motivated pupils, 
who demonstrate a love of reading and who are 

keen to achieve their targets. Keep impressing us 
everyone! 



 

Felix Owens, Alistair Cox and Charlotte Atton, 

are our first three ‘Word Millionaires’. Your passion and  

enthusiasm for reading is really impressing us – very well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

#BigBookBoost 

If you are looking to buy the perfect book for that special someone, whatever the occasion - a 

birthday treat or Christmas present – why not consider buying from The Book People. You could 

even treat yourself to a new read today at thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost 

Every time you place an order online over £10, £1 will be donated to school to spend on books.  

Please share the good news with family and friends. . .    

      

 

 

Save the Date! 

Y2 Parent Information SATs English 4-6pm 21st January 2020 

Y6 Parent Information SATs English 4-6pm 28th January 2020 

 

 



Ways that you can support your child with Reading 
 
You can start reading with your children when they are very young - it is a time for closeness, laughing and 
talking together. It can also give children a flying start in life and help them become lifelong readers.  
 
Reading aloud 
Reading aloud to children is one of the best ways to share the pleasure of books and reading. It 
helps to bring books alive for children and is enjoyable. It’s also important because listening to 
stories helps children develop as readers. They learn how stories go and how books work and 
begin to become familiar with the language of books. They will understand the meanings, learn 
to recognise jokes and begin to predict what might happen next. This experience builds 
knowledge and confidence, which will support children’s independent reading. 
 
Sharing books together 
Children see the words on the page and gradually begin to match them with what they hear. They will learn 
from watching and listening to you. By reading stories with patterns of rhyme and repetition, children are 
able to join in with the reading. 
 
Talking about the story as you read together is really important – about the meanings, the pictures and the 
words.  It enables children to share their understandings, make connections with their own experiences and 
to sort out any questions they have. 
 
You can read aloud from rhymes, songs and information books as well as stories. 
 
Reading books over and over again helps children to develop favourites and to be able to choose books 
they’d like to share. 
 

As children become familiar with more and more books, the stories and language will feed 
into their play, their language, their ideas and imagination. 
 
Sharing stories will help them to become successful, independent readers and writers. 
 
Even when they can read for themselves, reading aloud and sharing books together will be 
a great way to introduce new books, enjoy favourites and to talk about their meanings. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

VISIT www.lovemybooks.co.uk for more ideas and tips. 

Ask your child to choose a book 
Sharing books they have chosen shows you 
care what they think and that their opinion 
matters. This means they are more likely to 

engage with the book. 
 

 

Encourage your child to talk about the book. 
Talking about the characters and their dilemmas 
helps children understand relationships and is an 

excellent way for you to get to know each other or 
discuss difficult issues. Give your child plenty of 
time to respond. Ask them what will happen next, 
how a character might be feeling or how the book 

makes them feel. 

http://www.lovemybooks.co.uk/


Please remember to sign your child’s homework diary. We love to hear about the reading that you 
and your child have done together. 

 LIBRARIES  

Have you ever been to your local library? We have two great Libraries in 

Haslingden and Rawtenstall.  Next time you are passing, just pop in and 

take a look. It is free to get a library card and you can usually take up to 

about 10 books at a time. You don’t know what you are missing until 

you’ve been in – there’s a book waiting for everyone! 

Visit https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/libraries/ to find out about your local library 

and how to join.   

 

Thank you to Joseph Brown in 1G, who visited an exhibition called 'A World inside a Book' at Z Arts in 
Hulme, Manchester during the October half-term break. He would like to recommend this as a place to visit 
for book fans of all ages. When he visited recently there was a life size tour around popular Julia Donaldson 
stories - The Snail and the Whale, The Smartest Giant in Town, A Squash and a Squeeze, and Zog...to name 
a few! Joseph and his family had a lovely afternoon and had great fun exploring the exhibition, which 
included a magical story in 'Charlie Cook's' living room (from Charlie Cook’s favourite book!).  Joseph even 
sat on the broom from Room on the Broom! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sadly, this event has now finished but you can 

visit ‘A World Inside a Book’ at https://www.z-

arts.org/events/ for more information and the 

next event ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea and 

The Adventures of Mog the Forgetful Cat’ 

starts in Feb 2020 and will run until Dec 2020.   

 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/libraries/
https://www.z-arts.org/events/
https://www.z-arts.org/events/


Teacher Recommendations 

 

 

 

 

 

One of my favourite books is ‘Supertato’ by Sue Hendra. I first read this book when I started 

teaching in Year 1. In this story, Supertato is a superhero. The story is set in a supermarket at 

nighttime. Unfortunately, the Evil Pea traps different veggies; including wrapping a cucumber in toilet 

paper, drawing a silly face on a broccoli and sticking a carrot to the conveyor belt. Supertato 

successfully rescues them using his super strength. My favourite part of the story is when Supertato 

manages to trap the Evil Pea in wobbly jelly! This story is funny and very exciting.  

Miss Morton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My favourite story is Matilda by Roald Dahl, which is about a little girl called Matilda, who is 

not yet five years old, and already she is a very unusual child. Teaching herself to read, she works her 

way through all the books in the children's library and then gets started on the adult section, to the 

amazement of the librarian. Her narrow-minded parents do not notice that they have a genius in their 

midst - but it soon becomes clear that underestimating Matilda is a big mistake. 

When she starts school at Crunchem Hall, Matilda meets the frightening and bullying 

headmistress, Agatha Trunchbull, and witnesses her terrible temper. Soon, she puts her very special 

talents to work to get the better of Miss Trunchbull - as well as to help warm-hearted class teacher 

Miss Honey. 

This story is full of magic and mischief; I loved witnessing Matilda pit her strength, courage 

and cool intelligence against the nasty and spiteful adults in her life, and ultimately coming out on top. 

A story that I have always enjoyed reading, but have enjoyed sharing with my own children. 

Mrs. Ashworth 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

One of my favourite books is The Tin Forest by Helen Ward and illustrated by Wayne 

Anderson. It tells the story of a lonely old man who lived in the middle of nowhere close to forgotten. 

The old man would spend each day tidying away rubbish and every day was the same.  However, the old 

man had a dream that he lived in an exotic place full of beautiful things.  One day, the old man decided 

to build a forest out of rubbish – a forest made out of tin – a tin forest. The old man was still lonely 

until a bird came along and dropped a seed. The seed sprouted into plants and trees, which finally 

brought the old man the place that he always wanted to live in. 

My favourite part of the book was when the old man had a dream and never gave up on this 

wish. I enjoyed the story because it gives you t a belief to never give up in your dreams but instead 

encourages you to pursue success. 

Mr. Driver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salutations! One of my favourite books has to be Charlotte’s Web by E. B White. I remember 

reading it as a child, but have also read it to several classes of children too.  

Charlotte’s Web begins when Wilbur, a tiny runt, is rescued by a young girl called Fern on her 

family’s farmyard. Wilbur then befriends a spider called Charlotte, who also sets out trying to save 

him! I won’t spoil the ending, for those who haven’t read it yet, but I remember it made me cry! 

This book has also been made into a cartoon and film. My favourite version contains songs, 

which I still know all the words to, as I watched it so many times when I was younger. 

Mrs. Jackson 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Before reading this book, I already liked Michelle Obama, but by the end, I had the upmost 

respect and admiration for her too. The more I read the more I wanted to read.  You are taken on a 

journey through her whole life, the ups and downs and the difficulties she’s faced.  It’s an amazing 

insight into a truly remarkable woman.  If you like to read non-fiction and you are after something new, 

then this is the book for you. 

Mrs. Altham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heidi is a work of children's fiction published in 1881 by Swiss author Johanna Spyri. It is a 

heart-warming tale of a small girl's power for good, and it has remained a firm favourite since it was 

published over 100 years ago. It has been filmed and televised several times and is certainly a timeless 

classic.  

The story tells of eight-year-old orphan, Heidi and her idyllic existence with her gruff 

grandfather in the mountains, where she discovers the liberty and the beauty of the Swiss landscape. 

Heidi brings her grandfather back into mountain society through her angelic ways, sheer love, and 

adorable personality. When she is sent to live in the city, she becomes a companion to a young girl who 

is unable to walk. Comic chaos ensues, and eventually she discovers just how much she misses the 

mountains, her grandfather and her good friend Peter, so it is arranged that Heidi should return to 

the mountains. Together with her friend Peter, the goat-herd, they achieve wondrous changes in the 

community in which they live. 
 

As a young girl, it was a treat to visit Rawtenstall Library every Saturday and I would always 

return home with a bag full of books to enjoy. I have read Heidi many times as a child, and on my kindle 

as recently again as this summer. It is easy to love the character of Heidi, who has a positive 

innocence and enjoys the simple pleasures in life. She brings joy and pleasure to everyone she meets. I 

enjoy the book version just as much as the television and film adaptations, and have watched them 

many times, even sharing this with my own children.  
 

Mrs. Kelly 
 

 



      

 

 

 

 

As always, if you have any concerns about your child’s reading, please 
contact your child’s class teacher, who will be more than happy to 

offer advice and support. 

 

 

 

 


