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Helmshore Primary School
Reading Newsletter
We are delighted to showcase our very first edition of our new reading
newsletter, which will be dedicated to our love of books! You can find out what
we’re doing to promote reading across school, along with recommendations
from our book-loving teacher and pupils.

What we have been reading this half-term . . .
EYFS: Monkey Puzzle by Julia Donaldson
Year 1: Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers
Year 2: Katie Morag Delivers the Mail by Mairi Hedderwick
Year 3: The Tin Man by Helen Ward & Wayne Anderson
Year 4: The Firework-Maker’s Daughter by Philip Pullman
Year 5: Outlaw by Michael Morpurgo
Year 6: Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo

Our new KS2 reading initiative this year is ‘Read Your Way to the Oscars!’

As always, the children have returned to school this academic year eager to read!
They have quickly developed a daily routine of reading, both at home and at school,
and are enjoying the challenge of quizzing. We are pleased that they are all trying
hard to achieve their individual end of term target; they love to share their progress
and achievements with staff around school – keep up the excellent effort everyone!
Children achieving their half-termly target are rewarded with Dojo points by their
class teacher and, if they achieve all six half-termly targets this year, will be awarded
with an AR Sixer badge, which we hope they will wear with pride.
Reading achievements are celebrated in our Junior Oscar Assembly each week. The class
from each year group who have read the most words that week, receives a trophy to keep
in class. The total word count for all the Juniors is revealed and any pupils achieving a word
count of one million words, receives a Word Millionaire certificate and medal. We are
excited to find out who will be our first Word Millionaire!

With your support attending our Book Fairs last year, we have been able to
purchase over £1,800 of free books for school. Our pupils have had a great
time choosing a wide selection of new books!
Thank you!

Thank you to everyone who supported our recent
Autumn term ‘Travelling Book Fair’
With sales of just under £500 raising £238 in commission for us to
purchase new books! Our next fair will be in the Spring term.

If you are looking to buy the perfect book for that special someone, whatever
the occasion - a birthday treat or Christmas present – why not consider buying
from The Book People. You could even treat yourself to a new read today at
www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost
Every time you place an order online over £10, £1 will be donated to school to
spend on books. Please share the good news with family and friends .…
@TheBookPeople #BigBookBoost

Fantastic Foundations for Reading!
Even before starting school, our children are introduced to a range of colourful and exciting
texts, and books are promoted as important, interactive and fun during our pre-school
activities. As soon as children start school, they are exposed to a wide range of texts and
their opinions and preferences are encouraged from the beginning. (One keen little reader
has already enthusiastically worked his way through an entire set of “Elmer” books to share
at home!) Our creative, stimulating continuous provision hosts a variety of rich, quality
texts in every area of learning and we have several enticing, cosy book-themed reading
tents where children can enjoy texts and begin to develop their confidence as readers.
As soon as children begin to learn their Letters and Sounds, we encourage them to see
themselves as readers. Their excitement about books and confidence to attempt to read is
our main aim at these early stages. Books are referenced, discussed and revisited at every
stage of children’s learning so that they want to be “authors” long before they are able to
write formally.
A detailed information session for parents in September also impacts positively on children’s
attitudes towards reading. In EYFS, we just love books - long may this continue!

Please remember to sign your child’s homework diary. It promotes the importance of
reading and is a lovely way to spend some time with your child at the end of a busy day. Let
us know what they’ve read or what you’ve read to them. Take it in turns, ask each other
questions and explore picture books. We have plenty in school, the library is a fantastic
resource and charity shops are an amazing place to find as good as new books.
VISIT www.lovemybooks.co.uk for more book ideas and tips for engaging your child in
reading.

LIBRARIES
Have you ever been to your local library? We have two great Libraries
in Haslingden and Rawtenstall. Next time you are passing, just pop in and take a look. It is
free to get a library card and you can usually take up to about 10 books at a time. You don’t
know what you are missing until you’ve been in – there’s a book waiting for everyone!
Visit https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/libraries/ to find out about your local
library and how to join.

Check out these websites for great booklists and activities:
www.worldbookday.com
www.booksfortopics.com
www.booktrust.org.uk
– use the bookfinder for inspiration if you’re wondering what to read next.
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/

Teacher Recommendations

My name is August. I won't describe what I look like.
Whatever you're thinking, it's probably worse.'
Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary things - eating ice cream, playing on
his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids don't make other ordinary kids run away screaming in
playgrounds. Ordinary kids aren't stared at wherever they go.
Born with Trecher Collins Syndrome, a facial abnormality, Auggie has been home-schooled by his
parents his whole life. Now, for the first time, he's being sent to a real school - and he's dreading it. All he
wants is to be accepted - but can he convince his new classmates that he's just like them, underneath it all?
WONDER is a fantastic book, which is incredibly moving and will make you laugh and cry. With
powerful messages at the heart of its storyline, I promise, you will not be able to put it down and you will want
to read Auggie Pullman’s story again . . . and again . . . and again . . .
Mrs Kelly

My favourite book is Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl. I read this book for the first time
when I was about 7 years old; I loved it then, and I still love it now. Roald Dahl is one of my favourite children’s
authors because he writes with such great imagination and flair.
Charlie Bucket, the main character, is a poor working-class boy, who lives with his Mum and Dad and
both sets of grandparents in a small wooden house at the edge of town. Charlie often hears about the local
chocolate factory, owned by Willy Wonka, in stories told by his Grandpa Joe. When Charlie hears about a
competition run by the factory, which involves finding five golden tickets in a chocolate bar, he can only dream
about winning. Charlie has a couple of attempts, but as he is poor, he cannot afford a chocolate bar every day
like his friends at school. Four of the five tickets are found, and Charlie’s hope fades; but fate steps in and after
finding 50 pence in the gutter, Charlie buys a Whipple-Scrumptious Fudgemallow Delight and finds the fifth and
last ticket. He then sets off on his tour of the factory with Grandpa Joe and four other children, who are rude,
spoilt and greedy, and meets the infamous Willy Wonka.
This story really taps into your imagination and makes use of many senses. Even though you can’t
physically taste the chocolate, you can taste it through the words on the page. You can smell the chocolate river,
you can feel the marshmallow pillows, you can see the fizzy lemonade swimming pools. Willy Wonka and his
Oompa-Loompas live in such a vibrant and fantastic chocolate factory, which sounds amazing!
In the story, Dahl describes the children as perfect examples of greed, laziness and bad-manners, and
highlights that these people will not get far in life. I think this book provides a great message for children; no
matter what background you are from, if you persevere and remain true to yourself, you will get there in the
end.
Mrs Haworth

As an enthusiastic fan of all kinds of books, especially those for children, the choice is difficult, but my
one recommendation would have to be “The Jolly Postman” by Janet and Allan Ahlberg. Thoughtfully written
in beautifully simplistic poetic style and accompanied by award winning, exquisite illustrations, it weaves
together some of the best loved fairytales as the instantly lovable postman follows his route.
“Once upon a bicycle…” sets the tone for the warmth, humour and attention to detail that travels
through this wonderful book. It’s a must for everybody, whatever their age!
Mrs Perry

This book is filled with amazing art work and a very simple but thought provoking story line. Read it
and dream about how the dinosaurs could one day rise up and save our world from all the dirt and pollution
that humans have created. Then marvel at the fact that when the dinosaurs have finished bringing the world
back to life they are happy to share it with humans again, but only so long as we look after it!
This book was published in 1972, when I was only four years old. I had a copy on my bedroom
bookcase for many years and I loved to read it over and over again. Looking at the message that the book
delivers, I can’t believe how advanced it was in its day and how relevant it is to our world today. I keep a copy
in my draw at school for whenever it is needed.
Mr Walker

Each class in school has been busy voting for their top
three favourite books to recommend and the results are
in . . .

EYFS Recommendations

Y1 Recommendations

Y2 Recommendations

Y3 Recommendations

Y4 Recommendations

Y5 Recommendations

Y6 Recommendations

Calling all parents/grandparents . . .
If you would like to feature a book recommendation in our
future reading newsletters, please forward this information for
the attention of Mrs Kelly to: office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk

As always, if you have any concerns about your child’s reading,
please contact your child’s class teacher, who will be more than
happy to offer advice and support.

