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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Welcome back to a new school term! We hope that you have had a lovely summer holiday and found time 
to relax and enjoy yourselves.  The children have returned to school looking smart, well, and ready to 
accept the challenges of another busy year in school.  We thank you for ensuring that your child/children 
look smart and tidy in their uniform and we thank you for providing the appropriate footwear rather than 
trainers.  Can I politely ask that you ensure your child does not bring toys, mobile phones and jewellery to 
school as they cause unnecessary distractions and upset if they are damaged or lost.  It would be really 
helpful if you could ensure that your child has their PE kit in school at all times and their uniform is clearly 
labelled with your child’s name and class. 
 
Arriving at school on time is very important as it ensures a calm, organised start to the day. Please support 
your child in getting them to school punctually and before the school gates close at 8.50am.  If you do 
arrive late and the gate is closed, your child should enter school via the main reception and a member of 
admin staff will record their name and time of arrival before sending them to their class. 
 
Our attendance figures were very good last year and we hope to maintain this achievement in the 
academic year 2019/20.  We ask that you do not take your child or children on holiday during school time 
as this has a significant impact on progress and attainment.  Your child may miss key learning, which can 
disadvantage them at a later date.  Please note that absences for holidays during term time are only 
authorised in exceptional circumstances.  We thank you for your support in this matter. 
 
I am sure that this will be another busy term with lots of exciting activities for the children to enjoy.  We are 
planning to wear Jeans on Friday 20th September to support the Jeans for Genes initiative. This fundraising 
initiative raises money for the half a million children in the UK who are affected by a life-altering genetic 

disorder.  This annual event raises money for Genetic Disorders UK, the charity that aims to transform 
the lives of children with genetic disorders. Funds raised provide vital care and support for 
thousands of children with genetic disorders.  If you would like to know more about Jeans for Genes 
Day you can visit their website at www.jeansforgenesday.org  
 
Later in the term (Friday, 15th November) we will be raising money for BBC Children in Need and of course, 
we are already thinking about our Christmas concerts and activities.  We will be releasing these dates as 
soon as possible. 
 
Some after school clubs and activities have already started and children will be invited to attend by the 
relevant teachers.  We endeavour to give as many children as possible the opportunity to attend these 
clubs but sometimes activities have to be repeated for different groups of children to attend.   
 
The children have returned to school looking smart and showing enthusiasm for their learning.  We all hope 
that your children will have a simulating and fulfilling year in school and make good progress.  If you do 
have any concerns or queries please contact your child’s teacher or myself and we will be happy to help.  
We are very pleased to welcome our new Reception children and their families to Helmshore Primary 
School and hope they will be happy here. Below is some initial information that you may find helpful. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mrs Myers & Staff 
 

http://www.jeansforgenesday.org/


Class organisation for the academic year 2019-20 
 
We now have 412 pupils on roll.  We continue to have the same class structure with six classes in Key Stage 
1 and eight in Key Stage 2.  Our staff team remains almost the same as last year. Here is a list of the 
teachers and the classes they are responsible for during this academic year. 
 
Mrs Perry (RP) and Miss Thomas (RT) EYFS/Reception Classes  
Miss Morton (1M) and Mr Gaffney (1G) Year 1 
Mrs Ashworth (2A) and Miss Mortimer (2M) Year 2 
Mr Driver (3D) and Mrs Frain (3F) Year 3  
Mrs Altham (4A) and Mrs Jackson (4J) Year 4 
Mrs James (5J) and Mrs Bentley (5B) Years 5 
Mrs Haworth (6H) and Mrs Kelly (6K) Year 6 
 
Mrs Trickett will continue to support pupils in Year 6 most mornings in preparation for the Key Stage 2 
Assessment tests and Mr Walker will be supporting groups in Year 3 and 4.  Mrs Allsop will be supporting in 
Key Stage 1 three mornings per week and Mrs Wilson will be releasing staff for Management duties and 
Curriculum development.   
 
Our team of Teaching Assistants will continue to support pupils in the classroom and deliver Intervention 
Programmes to groups of pupils who are identified as requiring additional support. They will also be 
supporting the welfare staff during lunchtime overseeing playtime games and activities, Accidents and First 
Aid and behaviour management. 
 
Dates for the diary ~ 
03/09/19 ~ School Opens 
17/09/19 ~ Y6 HHS Taster Session (pm) 
19/09/19 ~ Rossendale Hospice Penny Challenge  
19/09/19 ~ Rec ’19 Open Session 2.00-3.00pm 
20/09/19 ~ Jeans for Genes Day (fundraising event) 
23/09/19 & 27/09/19 ~ Y5 Visit Grip and Go 
27/09/19 – 01/10/19 ~ Travelling Book Fair  
04/10/19 – 06/10/19 ~ Y6 Visit PGL Winmarleigh Hall 
15/10/19 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 
15/10/19 ~ Rec’19 Autumn Art Gallery 2.30pm 
17/10/19 ~ School Closed to Pupils (Inset Day) 
17/10/19 ~ Parent Consultation Day (10am – 7pm) 
18/10/19 ~ School Closed to Pupils (Inset Day) 
28/10/19 ~ School Opens to Pupils (Autumn 2) 
29/10/19 ~ Halloween Disco (KS1 6-7pm / KS2 7.15-8.30pm) 
30/10/19 ~ Rec ’20 Open Afternoon 1.45-2.45pm 
01/11/19 ~ School Photographer Visits School (Individual / Sibling Photographs) 
04/11/19 ~ Bags2School Collection (fundraising event) 
06/11/19 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 
15/11/19 ~ BBC Children In Need (fundraising event) 
25/11/19 ~ Nasal Flu Vaccination (Rec – Y6) 
28/11/19 ~ Christmas Fair (further details to follow) 
03/12/19 ~ Full Governing Body Meeting 
13/12/19 ~ Whole School Christmas Dinner & Save the Children ‘Christmas Jumper Day’  
19/12/19 ~ Christmas Party Day  
20/12/19 ~ School Closes for Christmas (No Acorns Club PM Session) 



Visit our school website www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk for up to date information on news and 
events in school.  Or visit our Twitter page https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool 
 

KS2 Introduce ‘The Helmshore Oscars’ 

KS2 are very excited to introduce our new awards theme – The Helmshore Oscars. 

Based upon the famous Academy Award ‘The Oscar’, we are excited to share the 

children’s achievements both in and outside of school. Our awards assembly will 

take place on a Friday and we are looking forward to celebrating the children’s 

success. Every week staff will introduce a focus for the awards to help us to 

promote and celebrate good behaviour and attitudes, for example: Being kind to 

others… Good listening… Being a good friend.  Keep an eye on our Twitter feeds 

to keep up with the news of our lucky Oscar winners, who will be the first to 

receive our newly designed certificates and stickers.  

Congratulations to our KS2 Oscar winners this week!  

Year 3 Corey Budd, Holly Warburton, Felix Anderson & Lucy Dulson 

Year 4 Chloe Harkness, Jordan Whitaker, Niobe Lancaster & Daniel Atton 

Year 5 Lydia Holt, Callum Tuzylak, Paige Heys & Millie Audain 

Year 6 Aaron Kershaw, Daniel Cowley, Evie Ormerod & Heather Scott-Bates 
 

They all impressed their teachers with super listening, which has had a positive impact on the quality of 

your work.  Well done everybody, keep it up! We are looking to reward acts of kindness next week. 

 

  

  

Our infant department Worker Bee theme  

Our infant staff are busy developing a new idea for motivating children to be 

the best they are able to be in all aspects of school life.  Based on local 

context links with the Manchester worker bee, we have worked creatively 

with Mrs Douglas, a talented parent (www.comfymarmalade.co.uk), to 

develop bespoke certificates, stickers and posters. Children will be 

encouraged in each class to “be hardworking, enthusiastic, kind and polite” 

and the best they are able to be. This will be rewarded in our special 

assembly on Thursdays when a special bee character will appear to present 

awards. Children are also welcome to bring any awards (e.g. football, 

swimming, dancing etc.) from outside school into assembly on Thursdays.  We are very grateful to Mrs 

Douglas for her time and expertise and we’re looking forward to lots of achievements from our little 

“Worker Bees”! 

http://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool


This week our Infant teachers felt that all the children had settled in so well that they each class received an 
award for a super start to the new academic year! 
 

EYFS 
 

A warm welcome to our new Reception children. Mrs Perry and Miss Thomas are very impressed with their 
skills, ideas and lovely behaviour.  We are so pleased they are settling exceptionally well and already appear 
happy and confident at school!   
 

Later in the term there will be opportunities for parents of reception pupils to visit school soon and see 
some of the activities the children have been doing ~ we will keep you posted and inform you of dates very 
soon! 
 
See what we have been doing this week by visiting our Twitter page https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool - 
These are just a few of the items posted this week: 
 

 
 
 

Our Reception children had good fun this week 

trying lots of new activities based on our 

"Monkey Puzzle" wild animal theme! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 5 Athletics Lesson  
 

Year 5 had an amazing Athletics lesson today; practicing 

their running, shot put and javelin skills - well done!  
 
Year 4 Design & Technology Lesson   
 

Year 4 enjoyed investigating torches as part of their 
Design and Technology work. They thought carefully 
about the user, materials and different features. 
 
 

 
 
Caitlin’s wonderful garden design! 
 

Southport Flower Show was 90 years old this year and to celebrate 
this special birthday the children were invited to design The 
Perfect Party Garden.  We were thrilled to hear that the garden 
designed by Caitlin Arden (Y4) was the winner of a runner-up prize 
in the competition.   

Caitlin was invited to the Southport Flower Show with her family over the Summer 
to be presented with her award and meet some of the famous gardeners and event 
organisers.  Caitlin was awarded a certificate and the school will receive a Bents 
Garden Centre vouchers. Congratulations, Caitlin – well done! 

https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool


Attendance and Punctuality 
 
As a school, we regard attendance as critical to pupil progress and we continue to invest a great deal of 

time and effort into improving our pupils’ attendance. The morning bell goes at 8.45am for school to 

commence at 8.50am and anyone arriving after that time is late.  Any child arriving after the front gates are 

closed should enter via the main front entrance where office staff can record their arrival.   We would be 

grateful if you would inform us as soon as possible if your child is going to be late or is unwell and unable to 

attend school.  If you expect your child to be absent from school for more than one day please indicate this 

in your communication.   Please telephone school on 01706 213756 or email 

office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk - you can leave a recorded absence message at any time.  Admin staff will 

contact you regarding your child’s absence if we do not hear from you.  We thank you for your continued 

support in this area.  

Our popular attendance reward scheme will continue this year.  Children will be rewarded for good 

attendance and punctuality during the year with prizes and vouchers.  Pupils are awarded a mark/chart 

sticker each week for full attendance and punctuality which they can save or trade for prizes.  When they 

have thirteen marks/chart stickers they will receive a voucher that they can trade for a bronze prize or bank 

towards a better silver prize after 26 weeks or possibly a gold prize after 38 weeks which rewards pupils 

with 100% attendance. Prizes will range from pencils, badges, key rings, money boxes to shopping 

vouchers. 

We aim for 97% attendance each week and each week we will publish the percentage attendance for each 

year group ~ here are our attendance figures for:  
 

Week ending 6th September 2019: 

Year 1 97.59% 

Year 2 97.50% 

Year 3 99.58% 

Year 4 95.26% 

Year 5 99.57% 

Year 6 97.92% 
 

A fantastic start to the new school year Year 3 very closely followed by Year 5! 
 

Week ending 13th September 2019: 

Year 1 98.60% 

Year 2 97.50% 

Year 3 99.17% 

Year 4 100% 

Year 5 99.48% 

Year 6 98.00% 
 

Well done to Year 4 with 100% attendance this week – keep it up! 

 
School Meals 
 
The Spring/Summer meal menu is still being used – you can view this on the school website or request a 
printed copy from the school office.   
 
All KS1 children (Reception to Year 2) are currently entitled to a FREE SCHOOL MEAL known as ‘Universal 
Infant Free School Meal’.  The cost of school meals for the remaining children in school is £2.20 per day/ 
£11.00 per week.  Please send dinner money to school at the beginning of the week (cheques made 
payable to Lancashire County Council or LCC) either directly to the office or via your child’s class teacher.  
To assist office staff we would ask that you place dinner money in a sealed envelope clearly labelled with 
your child’s name and class.    
 

mailto:office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk
file://///helmshore.lancs.sch.uk/userdata$/officedata/my%20documents/documents/Administration/Dinners/Spring%20Summer%202019%20School%20Lunch%20Menu%20wef%2029%2004%2019.pdf


We would remind parents and carers that a one week notice period is currently required if you wish to 
change your child’s regular meal pattern.  Please ensure that your child is aware of their lunchtime meal 
pattern to avoid any confusion.  
 
Regretfully we are unable to provide lunches on an ad-hoc basis.  We thank you for your support with this 
matter!  
 

Free School Meals ~ Are you entitled? 
 

Since September 2014 all pupils in KS1 have been entitled to receive a free school meal. Some pupils have a 
statutory entitlement to free school meals i.e. those pupils whose parents/carers are in receipts of certain 
benefits. We've listed these below for your ease. If you are in receipt of any of the listed benefits please let 
us know about your entitlement as the school can benefit from additional funding. This is known as the 
Pupil Premium. This is worth over £1300 per pupil. 
 
It is easy to register – just contact the school office or the Area Education Office (East) on 01254 220711 in 
confidence providing us with some basic details (name, address, DOB and NI number). 
 
The school can qualify for the pupil premium if you are receiving one of the following: 
 
1. Universal Credit with a household income of less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 

benefits you get) 
2. Income-Based Jobseekers' Allowance 
3. Income-Related Employment and Support Allowance 
4. Child Tax Credit, not entitled to Working Tax Credit and household income less than £16,190 
5. Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
6. Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 
7. Income Support 
8. Working Tax Credit 'run on' – the payment you receive for a further four weeks after you finish work 
 

If you meet any of these criteria we do urge you to register. 
 

Primary Admissions Reception 2020 (CLOSING DATE 15th JANUARY 2020) 
 

If your child has a 4th birthday on or between 1st September 2019 and 31st August 2020 they will start school 
in September 2020. Apply on-line at Lancashire County Council Primary School Admissions.  You must apply 
even if an elder sibling is already attending school. The closing date for applications is 15th January 2020.  
 
We will be holding an informal OPEN AFTERNOON for any prospective parents and children on Wednesday, 
30th October 2019 (1.45-2.45pm).  Please contact the school office for further information. 
 

Secondary School Applications 2020 (CLOSING DATE 31st OCTOBER 2019)  
 
Please note that if you have a child who is currently in his or her last year at primary school (Year 6) then 
you must apply for a secondary school place by Friday 31st October 2019. This is a national statutory 
deadline and late applications will not be dealt with alongside those which have been received by 31st 
October 2019. Late applicants may therefore be disadvantaged in terms of receiving an offer for one of 
their preferred secondary schools.  
 
Apply on-line at Lancashire County Council Secondary School Admissions.  The system is easy to use, fast, 
secure and gives an e-mail receipt when you press the submit button to send your on-line application.  
 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place/


For further information regarding Primary or Secondary School applications for 2020 please contact the 
school office. 
 

Recycling batteries with school 
 

We continue to recycle used batteries in school for termly collection ~ please leave any used batteries at 
the school office.   

Rossendale Hospice Inter-School Penny Challenge 2019 
 

We are pleased to support Rossendale Hospice in their fundraising efforts again this year.  The 
2019 Inter-Schools Penny Pinching Challenge will commence on the 19th September and finish 
on the 31st October.  Over 9500 school children from thirty nine nursery, primary and 
secondary schools across the valley will take part in the six week challenge to try and fill their 
collection boxes with as much loose change as they can.  At the end of the challenge period, 
an army of Hospice volunteers collect the returned boxes from the schools and count the 

monies received.   
 

The winning nursery, primary and secondary school categories will each be presented 
with a shield to keep for the year.  At Helmshore Primary School we are pleased to have 
received the title of ‘Primary School Division Winner of 2018.  Over the next few weeks 
we would like the children to help by asking friends and family to help fill their collection 
box and bring it back to school by Thursday 31st October.   

You can find out more information about the work the Hospice do by visiting their website at 
www.rossendalehospice.org  
 

Jeans for Genes Day – Friday 23rd September  
 

On Friday 20th September the children are invited to come to school 
wearing their jeans to support this year’s ‘Jeans for Genes Day’ in 
exchange for a donation of £1.  This annual event raises money for 
Genetic Disorders UK, the charity that aims to transform the lives of 
children with genetic disorders. Funds raised provide vital care and 
support for thousands of children with genetic disorders. Thank you for 
your support.  If you’d like to know more about Jeans for Genes Day you can visit their 

website at www.jeansforgenesday.org  
 

Recycling batteries with school 
 
We continue to recycle used batteries in school for termly collection ~ please leave any used batteries at 
the school office.   

‘Bags 2 School’ Collection ~ Monday 4th November  

Please remember our ‘Bags 2 School’ fundraising event (bags and information 
leaflet will come home with your child before the half term holiday).  Have a pre-
Christmas clear-out and fill your blue bag or a black bin bag with adult’s and 
children’s clothing, shoes, belts and handbags (no bric-a-brac please).   
 
The bags will be collected on the morning of Monday 4th November and we will 
be paid according to the weight of the bags collected.  The money raised will help 

provide additional activities or treats for the children. 

http://www.rossendalehospice.org/
http://www.jeansforgenesday.org/
http://www.jeansforgenesday.org/static/media/up/School-Jeans-for-Genes-Day-logos.zip
https://www.rossendalehospice.org/


BBC Children in Need ~ Friday 15th November  
 

On Friday 15th November, we will be raising money for BBC Children in Need.  Your child will be involved in 
lots of fun activities and games during the day and they will be invited to dress up for the event (further 
details will follow). 
 

Aldi's Kit for Schools! 6th September until 3rd November 2019 

 

We are taking part in the Aldi Kits for School initiative, which is currently running 

and would like you to support us in collecting a sticker each time you spend £30 in 

any Aldi store.  When we collect 300 Team GB stickers, we have a chance to receive 

an exclusive school sports kit and opportunity to win one of 20 prizes of £20,000 to 

build a health legacy at your school.  The scheme is running until the 3rd November 

and stickers can be handed in at the school office.  Thank you for your support. 

Reading at Home 
 

Reading is very important and we are encouraging all children (of all ages and 
abilities) to read regularly at home.  Children who do read regularly to an adult 
at home benefit a great deal from this in terms of their confidence in reading 
and their progress in both reading and writing. Thank you to all those parents 
who write regularly in children’s reading/homework diaries. Teaching staff are 
very committed to writing in each child’s diary and value this communication 
from parents.  

 
Meeting the needs of Children with Medical Needs 
 
Please note that school policy states that members of staff are not permitted to 
administer medicine to pupils.  We realise that this has the potential to cause 
problems for some parents but this decision is made in the interest of the Health 
and Safety of pupils and staff.   We ask that wherever possible, children are 
medicated out of school hours.  Sometimes doctors are able to prescribe 
medication that can be taken at times around the school day. 
 
We also strongly request that you do not send any medication to school with children in lunch boxes and 
reading bags.  This includes over the counter drugs such as throat lozenges, Calpol etc. as these can pose a 
Health and Safety risk to young pupils and staff are not always aware that these medications are in school.  
 
Where children have a long term medical condition we do make provision for the child to self-administer 
in the presence of a member of the office staff and formulate a Care Plan agreed with the parents and 
the School Nurse. In order for the staff to address particular medical needs relating to a pupil in their class, 
it is important that parents and carers keep us well informed about those needs and any changes to 
circumstances.  It is very important that any medication held by the school is in date and clearly labelled 
with the child’s name, dosage etc.   
 
If you have a medical concern about your child please share it with us in the interest of your child.  Any 
changes to medical information can be recorded on the pupil data sheet being sent home with your child or 
put in writing for the attention of the class teacher. 

 



Head Lice Alert!  
 

From time to time we experience cases of head lice in school and 
would ask parents to check their child’s hair on a regular basis and 
inform school should they detect the presence of head lice. Colourful 
‘Bug Busting’ combs and information leaflet are available from the 
office for just £1.00.     
 

You can also visit http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Head-lice/Pages/Introduction.aspx for further 
information on effective detection and eradication of head lice and nits. 
 

School Uniform and Hair Styles 
 
We would ask that you send you child to school wearing appropriate clothing for the weather conditions 
remembering that the children play outside at times during the day and should wear a warm weatherproof 
coat and suitable footwear.  We really appreciate your support in ensuring your child wears the appropriate 
school uniform, shoes and hairstyles for school.   
 
We regularly receive reports of missing or lost school uniform which is understandably upsetting for 
parents.  If your child should unintentionally bring home an item of uniform which belongs to another child 
we would ask you to return it to school as soon as possible.  Please ensure that all items of clothing have 
names in them so that we can return them to you if they get misplaced.   
 

PE Kit 
 
Please ensure that your child has a PE Kit (shorts, T-shirt & pumps) in school at all times.  PE is scheduled 
for each class, but occasionally the timetable is altered to take into account other activities in school.  
Please ensure all school uniform is named! 
 

Please park safely in Gregory Fold – IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 
We ask that parents dropping off and collecting children from school park considerately on Gregory Fold 
and on surrounding roads and not to block the driveways of residents.  Residents need access to their 
driveways at all times.  Furthermore we would ask parents to please refrain from dropping their children 
off on the yellow zig-zag lines at the front of school and mounting the kerb on the approach to this area. 
   
We continue to receive complaints from parents who have reported their concern that children could easily 
be knocked down by careless driving, inappropriate parking of vehicles and mounting the pavement.  
Please be aware that the registration numbers of vehicles felt to be parking inconsiderately and being 
driven in an inappropriate manner are taken and reported to Lancashire Constabulary if felt appropriate.  
Nobody wants an accident to happen! Thank you for your support!  
 

School Crossing Patrol (Helmshore Road) 

The aim of the School Crossing Patrol Service is to ensure that children and adults can 
travel easily and safely whilst on their way to and from school.  The school crossing at 
Helmshore Road is covered by the service AM ~ 8.35am to 9.00am and PM ~ 2.55pm to 
3.35pm. Visit LCC School Crossing Patrol website further information. 

 
 

http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Head-lice/Pages/Introduction.aspx
http://www3.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/web/?siteid=5952&pageid=34059


 

School Holidays ~ Academic Year 2019/2020 

AUTUMN TERM 2019 

School opens School closes 

Tuesday 3 September 2019 Wednesday 16 October 2019 

Monday 28 October 2019 Friday 20 December 2019 

SPRING TERM 2020 

School opens School closes 

Tuesday 7 January 2020 Friday 14 February 2020 

Monday 24 February 2020 Friday 3 April 2020 

SUMMER TERM 2020 

School opens School closes 

Monday 20 April 2020 Friday 22 May 2020 

Monday 1  June 2020 Monday 20 July 2020 

 

In addition the school will be closed on the following days ~ 

Thursday 7th May 2020 (Inset Day – Polling Day) 

Friday 8th May 2020 (Public Holiday – changed to commemorate 75th Anniversary of VE Day) 

KS2 National Curriculum Assessment (SATs) 11 – 14 May 2020 

KS1 Phonics Screening Checks w/c 8 June 2020 

(Please refer to ‘Dates for Diary’ for additional  

KS1 & KS2 assessments timetable Summer term 2020) 


