
 
 
 

 
          Newsletter 3 – March 2019  
 

Dates for the diary ~ 
 
19/03/19 ~ Full Governing Body Meeting 
21/03/19 ~ Lancashire Adult Learning Y2 SATs Information Session (Maths) 1-3pm 
22/03/19 ~ Y4 Visit Helmshore Mills Textile Museum 
25/03/19 -& 26/03/19 ~ EYFS Pedestrian Training  
27/03/19 ~ Y4 Spanish Day  
01/04/19 -& 02/04/19 ~ EYFS Pedestrian Training  
02/04/19 ~ Lancashire Adult Learning Y2 SATs Information Session (English) 1-3pm 
03/04/19 ~ Y1 Visit Thornton Hall Country Park 
04/04/19 ~ Spring Fair & Activity Day (further information to follow) 
05/04/19 ~ School Closes for Easter break 
23/04/19 ~ School Opens (Summer term) 
23/04/19 ~ New Summer Term lunch menu available 
24/04/19 ~ School Photographer (Class Groups) 
29/04/19 ~ Bags 2 School Collection 9am 
29/04/19 ~ Mrs Fletcher LMS Summer term lessons commence 
02/05/19 ~ School Closed (Inset Day – Polling Station) 
03/05/19 ~ School Closed (Inset Day) 
03/05/19 ~ Parent Consultation Day (see below & further information to follow) 
06/05/19 ~ School Closed (Public Holiday) 
07/05/19 ~ School Opens 
10/05/19 ~ Mr Johnson LMS Summer term lessons commence 
13/05/19 – 16/05/19 ~ KS2 (Y6) SATs  
16/05/19 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 
20/05/19 – 24/05/19 ~ Y2 – Y5 Assessment Week 
20/05/19 & 21/05/19 ~ Y6 First Aid Training   
24/05/19 ~ Y6 Passport to Safer Cycling Cycle Checks 
24/05/19 ~ School Closes for half term 
03/06/19 ~ School Opens (Summer 2) 
03/06/19 – 06/06/19 ~ Life Education Centre Visit (4 days) 
24/06/19 – 27/06/19 ~ Y6 Passport to Safer Cycling Practical Sessions 
09/06/19 ~ Aladdin JR Rehearsal at HHS (9.30-12.00) 
11/06/19 ~ Y2 Blackpool Zoo Visit  
12/06/19 ~ Y5 HHS Taster Session (am) 
12/06/19 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 
14/06/19 ~ Y3 Stone Age Visit – Communitree (Group 1) 
16/06/19 ~ Aladdin JR Rehearsal at HHS (9.30-12.00) 
18/06/19 ~ Rec Heights & Weights Check  
18/06/19 ~ Aladdin JR Dress Rehearsal at HHS (1.00-4.00) 
19/06/19 ~ Aladdin JR (whole school performance at HHS) 
19/06/19 ~ Aladdin JR (Performance 1) 7.00pm 
20/06/19 ~ Aladdin JR (Performance 2) 7.00pm 
21/06/19 ~ Y3 Stone Age Visit – Communitree (Group 2) 
21/06/19 ~ Aladdin JR (Performance 3) 7.00pm 



22/06/19 ~ Aladdin JR (Performance 4) 7.00pm 
01/07/19 ~ Full Governing Body Meeting 
11/07/19 – 15/07/19 ~ Scholastic Book Fair visits school 
12/07/19 ~ Y6 Visit Lightwater Valley, Ripon 
17/07/19 ~ Leavers Disco (Y3 – Y6) 6.30-8.30pm 
23/07/19 ~ Y6 Leavers Assembly  
23/07/19 ~ School Closes for Summer holidays 
23/07/19 ~ No Acorns Club PM SESSION 
03/09/19 ~ School Opens to Pupils  
17/09/19 ~ Y6 HHS Taster Session (pm) 
20/09/19 ~ Jeans for Genes Day (fundraising event) 
16/10/19 ~ School Closes for half term holiday 
28/10/19 ~ School Opens to Pupils 
20/12/19 ~ School Closes for Christmas break 
07/01/20 ~ School Opens for Spring term 
14/02/20 ~ School Closes for half term 
24/02/20 ~ School Opens to Pupils 
03/04/20 ~ School Closes for Easter holidays 
20/04/20 ~ School Opens for Summer term 
04/05/20 ~ School Closed (Public Holiday) 
07/05/20 ~ School Closed (Inset Day – Polling Station) 
11/05/20 – 14/05/20 ~ KS2 (Y6) SATs 
22/05/20 ~ School Closes for half term 
01/06/20 ~ School Opens to Pupils 
20/07/20 ~ School Closes for Summer holidays 
 

Visit our school website www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk for up to date information on 
news and events in school.  Or visit our Twitter page @HelmshoreSchool 
 

Whole School Art Project ~ Summer term  
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Unbelievable sights  
Indescribable feeling  

Soaring, tumbling, freewheeling  
Through an endless diamond sky” 

Next term we will be working on a new hall display.  Every class and every child will be 
involved in this large-scale creative project.  Our theme this year is based on the lyrics from 
one of the Aladdin songs; A whole new world.  The display will include flying magic carpets, 
stars and scenes from imaginary worlds!  It will involve the children in working on large 
pieces of fabric and paper with a range of medium.  Your child’s teacher may ask you to help 

http://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/


collect items for the collage work such as shells, feathers, ribbon, buttons, bottle tops etc. 
relating to the “Imaginary World” they are creating and will contact you directly.  During the 
project, the children are invited to work on the large drops of fabric in the hall, which 
becomes an art studio, or in groups in their classrooms. Many children find these activities, 
and a move away from the formal curriculum, very enjoyable and exciting.  We will be 
putting up our new display at the end of May.          

Twitter https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool                                    

We regularly post news of activities and events in school on Twitter, which is proving 

popular with many parents who have said it is lovely to find out more about what their 

children are doing at school.  Visit our Twitter page https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool to 

see some of our recent posts: 
 

 

Young Voices Concert – 6th March 2019 
 

A fantastic celebration by the Young Voices 2019 Choir on the 

evening of the 6th March. It was the greatest show! 

 

 

 
 

KS2 Reading Tree Project and Open Afternoon – 7th March 2019 
 
Thank you to all our visitors on the afternoon of the 7th March for supporting our KS2 reading 

event.  We shared lots of lovely books and had a great time decorating our reading tree which 

looks amazing.  Visit our twitter page for more lovely photographs from the afternoon and our 

World Book Day celebrations. 

 

 

 
 

https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool
https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool


Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

Our Reception children are growing in independence daily and they are making so much progress! 

Last half term, they very much enjoyed our “Room on the Broom” theme which inspired lots of 

“magic” writing, Maths and other activities. It was lovely that so many parents made magic spell 

bottles at home with their children and reported that the children have doing this. We had slime, 

fairy lights and a range of sparkly items in the bottles! 

 

The Reception children are currently giving Julia Donaldson a short break by working on the theme 

of “Whatever Next?” by Jill Murphy. This is an exciting, creative new theme based on Space. We 

have already been amazed by the children’s motivation to learn all about the solar system! 

We are constantly trying to extend and develop our outdoor play provision. If any parents have any 

good quality outdoor play equipment/other items that would be suitable for outdoor play (e.g. 

plastic/wooden items - bricks, animals, tents/camping items, children’s gardening equipment, other 

fun items such as children’s umbrellas, plastic pipes/tubes/crates etc.....) that they would like to 

donate, the children could put them to good use and we would be very grateful. 

Please keep checking Twitter for EYFS updates, even if you choose not to join Twitter and follow us, 

it is always nice to see our weekly news! 

EYFS and KS1 Reading Project 

Our EYFS and Key Stage One staff have been working together on creative ideas to enhance 

enjoyment of reading and to promote reading at home. Thank you very much to all those families 

who supported our “Book in a Box” challenge and open event. This proved very popular and was a 

lovely chance for parents and grandparents to look around the infant department as well as admire 

the wide range of fabulous “Book in a Box” work. We have created a continuous display throughout 

the infant department where book recommendations will be added and the all the infant children 

(and staff!) are currently enjoying our “Story Swap” sessions on Mondays where they have the lovely 

opportunity of having quality texts shared with them by a different teacher each week.  

 

 

 

 



Summer Production – Aladdin Jr 

Our Aladdin cast are a lovely team and have made a very 

enthusiastic start on their rehearsals. We’ve been having lots of 

fun at rehearsals and hopefully the show will be a big success for 

the children.  The show will be performed at Haslingden High 

School’s Sixth Form Theatre on the 19th, 20th, 21st and 22nd June. 

We are hoping to develop a team of kind and willing people to help with the sewing of costumes. If you 

are able to sew and are willing to spare some time, please let us know! 

We would also be grateful for any donations of wicker baskets (any shape/size) for the show. Tickets 

will be available nearer the time and parents will be notified of this.  We hope that lots of our families 

will come along to support our super cast!

Spring Spectacular – Thursday 4th April 

On Thursday 4th April, we are having a Spring fun activity day in school 

where the children will be involved in lots of fun learning activities based 

around Spring and Easter.  Some of the older children will create Spring and 

Easter games and activities for the younger children and we will be having a 

Spring Fair for children during the afternoon and for families and friends 

from 3.00pm - 4.30pm.  There will be craft items made by the children on 

sale, face painting, competitions and lots more.  We will inform you in detail nearer the time.  If you 

are able to donate any cakes, books, toys, tombola prizes, Easter eggs, Easter gifts, plants, seeds etc.  

we would be very grateful.  We will send more information nearer to the event and your child’s 

teacher may identify specific activities your child’s class is doing. 

As you may have seen we now have the foundations laid for our modular building and we are hoping 

that it will be delivered and installed very soon.  We are thrilled that we have been able to 

accumulate the funds to purchase it outright but we are seeking to raise further funds to furnish it 

for the benefit not only of the Acorns Children but for all the children in school who will have access 

to it during the day.  The building will need a security system, external lighting and modifications 

made to our gates and yard area to enable safe access for parents and children.  All these items are 

costly and we need to raise as much money as possible to make these things happen. 

Parent Consultation Day – Friday 3rd May  

 

On Friday 3rd May we are trialling a ‘Parent Consultation Day’ whilst the school is closed to pupils for 

an Inset Day.  Your child’s teacher will be available from 9.00am until 3.00pm for ten minute 

appointments. The session will operate in a similar way to our regular Parents Evenings and we will 

write to you to arrange appointments as we would normally do.  We hope that we will be able to see 

those parents who are able to attend in a more relaxed manner and avoid long queueing times.  

Alternative arrangements will be made for those parents who are unable to attend on this day. 

Children attending with their parents are asked to sit quietly outside the classrooms or in some cases 

may be invited by the class teacher to take part in the consultation. 



Pupil Council 

Pupil Council have been working hard so far this school year to develop ideas for fundraising events 

to raise some additional money for school.  They take their roles very seriously and work so well 

together.  We hope families will support forthcoming events.  

After half term, our new Pupil Council began, in order to give more children a chance to experience 

this. Thank you very much to those children who have worked on Pupil Council for the first half of 

the year. Big thanks, also to our super chairpersons and secretaries who will continue their roles for 

the rest of the school year.  

We are currently working on our “Active playtimes” project; devising fun, safe exercises and physical 

activities for children to try out at playtimes. Please keep checking Twitter for regular Pupil Council 

updates. 

Welcome to our Pupil Council for Spring/Summer 2019:  

Chairpersons: Daniel Clements, Luke Brierley   Secretaries: Emma Stubbs, Evie Hargreaves 
 

Class Representatives: 

(RP) Evie Saxton 

(RT) Theodore Harris 

(1M) Thomas Worden 

(1G) Madison Hollinson- Burns  

(2M) Andrew Douglas  

(2Mc) Austin Doherty 

(3D) Safa Shafique 

(3F) Finley Saxton  

(4A) Harriette Claxton 

(4Ash) Charlie Mitchell 

(5B) Raiha Riaz 

(5P) Rufus Knightley 

(6H) Laurence Vidler 

(6K) Fred Hardwick 

 
School Meals – New Menu (Summer term) 
 

The Autumn/Winter Menu is currently being used, however, 
the children will enjoy meals from the new Summer term 
menu after the Easter holidays and we will send a copy home 
as soon as it arrives in school. 
 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE - Measles, Chickenpox and Shingles 
 

As we have previously made you aware, one of our infant pupils is currently receiving medical 

treatment for cancer that puts them at risk if they are exposed to illnesses such as measles, 

chickenpox or shingles. 
 

It is therefore VITALLY IMPORTANT that you make school aware of any suspected cases of measles 

or shingles in your household and if you suspect your child of having chickenpox please inform 

school without delay, as the pupil receiving cancer treatment would need to be given an injection 

within three days of contact.  You can contact school on 01706 213756 or by email to 

office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk. 
 

Your child is not at any risk whatsoever from this situation, however, the health and wellbeing of our 
pupil who is at risk does depend on the co-operation of all other parents 

file://///helmshore.lancs.sch.uk/userdata$/officedata/my%20documents/documents/Administration/Dinners/School%20Meal%20Menu/LCC%20Autumn%20Winter%202018-19%20Menu.pdf
mailto:office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk


  
 

                                               
 

 

 

Frequently asked questions about SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disablities)      

My child is finding his/her work difficult, can s/he have an EHC Plan? 

Despite many parents’ websites advising parents to seek EHC (Education Health and Care Plans), in 

reality only children deemed by the Local Authority to have the most highly complex needs will get 

these.  

What can school do to support my child? 

School will continue to meet the needs of all children and where necessary will fund specialist 

testing, specialist teacher advice and Educational Psychology assessment and advice. It is important 

to remember, however, that as a fully inclusive school, teaching staff are experienced and proficient 

in meeting a wide range of needs and we will do our very best to ensure that your child’s needs are 

met in school.  Our highly valuable team of experienced and  sklilled teaching assistants are allocated 

to classes to give support  to children under the direction of the class teacher.  Many children work 

in small intervention groups or one to one on a daily basis in order to meet their needs.  

All our Teaching Assistants carry out  their regular training in areas such as First Aid , Safeguarding  

and e-Safety, with some additonal trianing in areas such as Speech and Language, social skills and 

specific areas of need. 

What support do you offer for emotional wellbeing? Please refer to our Emotional Wellbeing 

Support Statement and Summary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Spring 2019 FIND Newsletter for parents and carers of a child/young person with Special Educational 
Needs and / or Disability.  

 SEND 

Newsletter      

Spring 2019 

 

 

 

Talk to us! 

If you have a concern about your child, please arrange to 

come into school and talk to us.  Your child’s class teacher is 

your first point of contact and often a friendly chat can 

reassure you about your child’s needs.  

Mrs Perry (SENCO) is always happy to help parents with any 

worries about needs and can be contacted via school’s 

office email address office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk. It is so 

important that we work together to support your child. 

We are very pleased that Mrs Gardner, 

Teaching Assistant is now qualified to 

screen children for Irlen Syndrome. This 

is a perceptual processing disorder 

affecting how children see and process 

visual information. If you feel your child 

may experience these difficulties, please 

contact Mrs Perry for more information. 

file://///helmshore.lancs.sch.uk/userdata$/officedata/my%20documents/documents/SEND/Emotional%20Wellbeing%20Policy%202018-19.pdf
file://///helmshore.lancs.sch.uk/userdata$/officedata/my%20documents/documents/SEND/Emotional%20Wellbeing%20Policy%202018-19.pdf
file://///helmshore.lancs.sch.uk/userdata$/officedata/my%20documents/documents/SEND/Emotional%20Wellbeing%20Support%20Summary%202018-19.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Diane/Downloads/find-newsletter-spring-2019.pdf
mailto:office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk


Meeting the needs of Children with Medical Needs 
 

We would like to remind you that school policy states that members of staff 
are not permitted to administer medicine to pupils.  We realise that this has 
the potential to cause problems for some parents but this decision is made 
in the interest of the Health and Safety of pupils and staff.  We ask that 
wherever possible, children are medicated out of school hours.  Sometimes 
doctors are able to prescribe medication that can be taken at times around 
the school day. 

 
We also strongly request that you do not send any medication to school with children in 
lunch boxes and reading bags.  This includes over the counter drugs such as throat lozenges, 
Calpol etc. as these can pose a Health and Safety risk to young pupils and staff are not 
always aware that these medications are in school.  
 
Where children have a long term medical condition we do make provision for the child to 
self-administer in the presence of a member of the office staff and formulate a Care Plan 
agreed with the parents and the School Nurse. In order for the staff to address particular 
medical needs relating to a pupil in their class, it is important that parents and carers keep 
us well informed about those needs and any changes to circumstances.  It is very important 
that any medication held by the school is in date and clearly labelled with the child’s name, 
dosage etc.   
 
If you have a medical concern about your child please share it with us in the interest of your 
child.  Any changes in medical information can be put in writing to your child’s class teacher 
or via the school office. 
 
Recycling batteries – LCC ‘Tune in to Battery Recycling’ Scheme 
 

We continue to recycle used batteries as part of the Lancashire County Council ‘Tune in to 
Battery Recycling’ scheme ~ your used batteries can be left at the school office and are 
collected termly.  The scheme over the last year has diverted more than 9.4 tonnes of 
batteries for recycling.  On average, each battery weighs 0.03Kg, which means the Local 

Authority have collected approximately 314,133 batteries for recycling as part of the scheme.  
Thank you for your continued donations.  Our next collection will be made before the Easter 
break so don’t forget to hand your batteries in to the office. 
 
Head Lice Alert!  
 

From time to time we experience cases of head lice in school and 
would ask parents to check their child’s hair on a regular basis and 
inform school should they detect the presence of head lice. Colourful 
‘Bug Busting’ combs and information leaflet are available from the 
office for just £1.00.     
 

You can also visit http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Head-lice/Pages/Introduction.aspx and  
https://www.chc.org/for-parents/ for further information on effective detection and eradication of 
head lice and nits. 

 

http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Head-lice/Pages/Introduction.aspx
https://www.chc.org/for-parents/


School Uniform Information & Used Uniform Sale - Thursday 4th April from 3.00pm 

School Uniform can be ordered direct from our suppliers ‘Gooddies Schoolwear’ by 

visiting http://helmshore.gooddies.co.uk.  Further information and sample uniform 

sizes are available from the school office.  Orders are usually delivered within 10-15 

days of the cut-off date which is the 15th and 30th of each month.  

We are planning to sell used uniform at our Spring Fair on Thursday 4th April and welcome 

donations of good quality used uniform items that we can sell at our sale – donated items will be re-

sold for just £1.00-£2.00 each.  Donations of uniform items can be left at the school office – please 

ensure that items are clean and name labels removed. 

LOST PROPERTY - we continually have a large quantity of lost property, many items having no name 

to identify the owner.  Please ensure that all uniform items are clearly named to enable us to return 

lost uniform items to your child.   

After School Clubs - Autumn Term (Spring ‘19) 
 

Tuesday – Year 5 Cookery Club – Mrs Allsop, Mrs Trickett & Mr Gaffney 
Tuesday – Year 6 Production “Aladdin JR” Rehearsal – Mrs Perry, Mrs Kelly & Mrs Myers 
Wednesday – Year 4 – Year 6 Girls Football Club – Mr Palmieri  
 
Please note that in the event of bad weather or if the surface of the playground is wet and 
slippery, any outdoor activities may be cancelled.  Parents will be notified of a cancelled 
session through Groupcall at the earliest opportunity.  Please ensure that we have your up 
to date contact information. 
 

Reading at Home 
 

It is extremely important that every child reads at home on a very regular basis if they are to 
make the necessary progress.  We try to hear the children read as often as possible but 
nothing is as effective in improving reading as you reading and enjoying books with your 
child. Those children who do read regularly to an adult at home benefit a great deal from 
this in terms of their confidence in reading and their progress in both reading and writing 
and those children who don’t are often at a disadvantage in comparison. 

 
We ask that every parent listen to their child read regularly and 
comments in the child’s school diary.  Teaching staff are very 
committed to writing in each child’s diary and value the 
communication with parents that this process provides. 
 

 

Reading Books (please return to school) 
 

From time to time, you may find school reading books at home.  Please could you return any 
books you may find at home, as they are a valuable resource in school and allow children to 
have a variety of reading material available!  Also, if you have any good quality books at 
home that your child may have outgrown we would be more than happy to use these in 
school.  Any donations can be left at the school office. Thank you. 

http://helmshore.gooddies.co.uk/


Our recent Scholastic Book Fair for World Book Day was very well 
supported and we hope the children have enjoyed reading the 
books they bought.  The school receives commission from all the 
books sold at the fair and we are pleased to have received just over 
£840 in commission from this book fair alone!  Thank you very much 
for your support. 

 
We hope you will visit our next book fair, planned for July 2019. 
 

School Attendance and Punctuality 
As a school, we regard good attendance and punctuality as critical to pupil 
progress and we continue to invest a great deal of time and effort into 
improving our pupils’ attendance. We would remind you that the morning 
bell goes at 8.45am for school to commence at 8.50am and anyone arriving 
after that time is late.  Any child arriving after the front gates are closed 
should enter via the main front entrance where office staff can record their 

arrival.   We would be grateful if you would inform us as soon as possible if your child is 
going to be late or is unwell and unable to attend school.  If you expect your child to be 
absent from school for more than one day please indicate this in your communication.   
Please telephone school on 01706 213756 or email office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk - you can 
leave a recorded absence message at any time. 
 

School Crossing Patrol (Broadway and Helmshore Road) 

The aim of the School Crossing Patrol Service is to ensure that children and adults can 
travel easily and safely whilst on their way to and from school.  The school crossing at 
Helmshore Road is covered by the service AM ~ 8.35am to 9.00am and PM ~ 2.55pm to 
3.35pm. Visit LCC School Crossing Patrol website further information. 
 
VACANCY - The crossing at Broadway is currently not covered by the school crossing patrol team 
and they are looking to appoint a suitable person as soon as possible.  Please reinforce with your 
child about crossing this point safely.  If you are interested in this vacancy or know someone else 
who may be please contact Terry Watters on 07831 309578 for further information. 

 
School Hair Bows ~ £3.50 
 

We have had some lovely hair bows, in school colours and with the school 
logo, designed by one of our talented parents and we are sure the children 
will enjoy wearing these.  Bows are available from the school office for just 
£3.50.   
 

 

Community Events:  
Visit www.primarytimes.net/lancashire  or www.thescallywag.co.uk/rossendale for information on local 
activities and events. 

Helmshore Mills Textile Museum will be open to the public between 29th March 2019 and 31st October 2019 (Fri – Sun 

12.00-16.00). For further information visit the museum website. 

 
 

mailto:office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk
http://www3.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/web/?siteid=5952&pageid=34059
http://www.primarytimes.net/lancashire
http://www.thescallywag.co.uk/rossendale
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/museums/helmshore-mills-textile-museum/


 
Helmshore Primary School  

School Holidays ~ Academic Year 2019/2020 
 

AUTUMN TERM 2019 

School opens School closes 

 
Tuesday 3 September 2019 

 
Wednesday 16 October 2019 

 
Monday 28 October 2019 

 
Friday 20 December 2019 

SPRING TERM 2020 

School opens School closes 

 
Tuesday 7 January 2020 

 
Friday 14 February 2020 

 
Monday 24 February 2020 

 
Friday 3 April 2020 

SUMMER TERM 2020 

School opens School closes 

 
Monday 20 April 2020 

 
Friday 22 May 2020 

 
Monday 1  June 2020 

 
Monday 20 July 2020 

 
In addition the school will be closed on the following days ~ 

 
Thursday 7th May 2020 (Inset Day – Polling Day) 

Monday 4th May 2020 (Public Holiday) 
 

KS2 National Curriculum Assessment (SATs) 11 – 14 May 2020 
KS1 Phonics Screening Checks w/c 8 June 2020 

(Please refer to ‘Dates for Diary’ for additional KS1 & KS2 assessments 
timetable - Summer term 2020) 

 

 
 


