
 

   

 

Newsletter 5 ~ June 2018 

Dear Parents and Carers 
  
The children are all busy participating in a variety of activities linked with the curriculum and 
school context.  Pupil Council have been leading in the development of our allotment project and 
have identified many ideas for us to develop over the next few weeks.  A group of staff visited the 
allotment early in May, working hard to prepare the plot for the children to visit; preparing the 
raised planters, cutting back the brambles and nettles and clearing away the debris. Our Year 4 
pupils have visited the allotment and planted a variety of vegetables and herbs in some of the 
raised beds but there is lots left to do for the other children who will be visiting shortly.  We thank 
those parents that have kindly volunteered to help at the plot.  If you have a bit of spare time and 
you are able to pop into the allotment to weed and water the raised beds and pots that would be 
very helpful! The summer months will be particularly difficult for us so any extra help would be a 
real asset to school (the location of our school allotment can be found at the end of this newsletter 
and we are in the process of designing a school banner to display at the plot). 
 

The Key Stage 2 SATs are over for another year thank goodness!  The children have been superb 
and have tried their hardest.  Not one of them gave up, despite the tests being challenging!  Very 
well done everyone!  The Year 3, 4 and 5 pupils took optional tests during the same week as Year 6 
and our Year 2 pupils have also completed their assessments. 
 
As we approach the end of this academic year and start to plan for the next one, I think of one or 
two changes that are going to occur this summer. Firstly, we have two members of staff who are 
retiring at the end of the Summer term to make time for family, travel, hobbies and new interests.   
We will all be very sad to say goodbye to Mrs Hannon who has been with us for over 20 years and 
to Mrs Allsop who has been here for almost 17 years.  We shall all miss them fondly.  They have 
given exceptional service to our school and a very high level of professionalism.  I hope that they 
will maintain some connections with the school in the future.  Indeed, I believe Mrs Allsop intends 
to work on a part-time basis from October supporting in Year 1; I am still working on Mrs Hannon!  
 
We have appointed two new members of staff to replace them: namely Miss Mortimer who will 
teach in Year 2 and Mr Gaffney in Year 1.  We have also appointed Miss McCarthy who will teach 
in Year 2 alongside Miss Mortimer as Mrs Wilson has requested part-time work from September 
and will be working throughout the school releasing staff for curriculum development and 
management opportunities. 
 
We hope our new staff will be very happy at our school and that those with new roles will enjoy a 
different type of challenge and the varied experiences that this will bring. 
 
Mrs Myers 
 

 



Dates for the diary: 
 

04/06/18 ~ School Opens (Summer 2) 
05/06/18 – 08/06/18 ~ Y6 Passport to Safer Cycling (Practical Sessions) 
11/06/18 ~ Rec ’18 Welcome Session 3.30-4.30pm 
11/06/18 – 15/06/18 ~ Y1 Phonics Screening 
12/06/18 ~ Y2 Visit Blackpool Zoo 
13/06/18 ~ Y5 HHS Taster Session 
13/06/18 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting  
18/06/18 ~ Y3 Roman Day  
18/06/18 ~ Rec ’18 Story Session (Group 1) 
23/06/18 ~ Guys & Dolls Rehearsal at HHS (Sat 1-4pm) 
25/06/18 ~ Rec ’18 Story Session (Group 2) 
26/06/18 ~ Reception Heights & Weights (School Nurse Team)  
28/06/18 ~ Y5 SRE DVD Parents Session – 3.15pm 
30/06/18 ~ Guys & Dolls Dress Rehearsal at HHS (Sat 1-4pm) 
02/07/18 ~ Guys & Dolls performance to whole school at HHS (am) 
02/07/18 ~ Guys & Dolls Performance at HHS Sixth Form Theatre (1) 7pm 
03/07/18 ~ Y6 HHS Taster Day 
03/07/18 ~ Y6 BRGS Taster Day 
03/07/18 ~ Y6 All Saints Taster Day 
03/07/18 ~ Rec ’18 Half Day Session (Gp 1 AM / Gp 2 PM) 
03/07/18 ~ Guys & Dolls Performance at HHS Sixth Form Theatre (2) 7pm 
05/07/18 ~ Y6 Visit Lightwater Valley Theme Park, Ripon  
06/07/18 & 09/07/18 ~ Y6 First Aid Training  
06/07/18 ~ Guys & Dolls Performance at HHS Sixth Form Theatre (3) 7pm 
07/07/18 ~ Guys & Dolls Performance at HHS Sixth Form Theatre (4) 7pm 
09/07/18 ~ Lancashire Library Service – Assembly re Summer Reading Challenge (Whole School) 
09/07/18 ~ Rec ’18 Individual Appointments 3.30-5.00pm (book appointment via school office) 
11/07/18 ~ Musical Madness Concert (further details to follow) 
12/07/18 – 16/07/18 ~ Scholastic Book Fair 
12/07/18 ~ Full Governing Body Meeting 
16/07/18 ~ Family Drop-In Afternoon 3.15-4.30pm (further details to follow) 
18/07/18 ~ Leavers Disco (Y3-Y6) 6.30-8.00pm 
20/07/18 ~ Y6 Leavers Assembly 10am   
20/07/18 ~ No Acorns Club PM Session 
20/07/18 ~ School Closes for Summer Holiday 
31/07/18 ~ Gooddies School Uniform SUMMER ORDER DEADLINE  http://helmshore.gooddies.co.uk                                                 
03/09/18 & 04/09/18 ~ Collection of Uniform Orders Placed by 31st July 2018 (9.00am-4.30pm) 
03/09/18 ~ School Closed to Pupils INSET Day 
04/09/18 ~ School Closed to Pupils INSET Day 
05/09/18 ~ School Opens to Pupils Autumn Term 2018-19 
18/09/18 ~ HHS Y6 Invitation Day (am) further details to follow 
05/10/18 – 07/10/18 ~ Y6 Visit PGL Winmarleigh Hall, Garstang 
18/10/18 ~ Rec – Y5 Nasal Flu Vaccination (further details and consent forms to follow) 
18/10/18 ~ School Closes for half term 
29/10/18 ~ School Opens (Autumn 2) 
21/12/18 ~ School Closes for Christmas holidays 
 

http://helmshore.gooddies.co.uk/


Visit our school website www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk for up to date information on 
news and events in school.  Or visit our Twitter page @HelmshoreSchool  
 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE - Measles, Chickenpox and Shingles 
 

We previously made you aware that one of our infant pupils is currently receiving medical treatment for 

cancer which puts them at risk if they are exposed to illnesses such as measles, chickenpox or shingles. 

 

It is therefore VITALLY IMPORTANT that you make school aware of any suspected cases of measles or 

shingles in your household and if you suspect your child of having chickenpox please inform school without 

delay, as the pupil receiving cancer treatment would need to be given an injection within three days of 

contact.  You can contact school on 01706 213756 or by email to office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk. 

 

Your child is not at any risk whatsoever from this situation, however, the health and wellbeing of our pupil 

who is at risk does depend on the co-operation of all other parents and your support would be appreciated.   
 

EYFS  
 

The Reception children have really enjoyed contributing to our display in the school hall. We have 

continued with “Colour” as our theme and explored many different media to create butterflies. 

Each one is truly unique!  
 

We have also thoroughly enjoyed this half term’s theme of “The Ugly Ones”, which has initiated 

lots of work about African animals and environments.  We have enjoyed many stories set in Africa.  

 

 

     

 

 

 

The children have continued to make super progress in reading and writing, with many children 

now able to produce a substantial amount of readable writing independently, of which we are 

very proud.  Many children also choose to write when initiating their own activities, even in 

outdoor play, which is lovely to see. We often receive positive comments about the standard of 

our independent writing in Reception from visiting colleagues. The children also thoroughly enjoy 

their daily Maths sessions and are becoming very quick to solve Maths based problems.  
 

Our new topic for this half term is “Superworm”.  We will be finding out all about minibeasts and 

their habitats, which should prove exciting and interesting for the children.  We are "super proud" 

of our Reception children's Superworm stories-such enthusiastic writers!    

 

http://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/
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Our ongoing thanks go to all those Reception parents who are supporting and encouraging their 

children with phonic work at home. Reading regularly at home really does make a difference. It is 

always lovely to read comments in Home/School Activity books about their experiences at home. 

Thank you! 
 

We continue to post weekly EYFS updates on Twitter, which is proving popular with parents who 

have said it is lovely to find out more about what their children are doing at school.  Visit our 

Twitter page https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool  
 

Mrs Perry and Miss Thomas 

 

Pupil Council  
 

Our Pupil Council have continued to work very enthusiastically and have recently worked on a 

survey of what children throughout school enjoy most about their learning and what their “top 

wishes” for development are.  We hope to publish this information and use it to inform future 

Pupil Council projects. The children take their roles on Pupil Council very seriously and we have 

lots of fun at the meetings, too! 
 

We continue to encourage children and parents to make healthy choices and bring mostly healthy 

snacks to school. As always, it is so lovely to see a range of age groups working together from our 

youngest to our eldest children.  
 

We are posting updates on Pupil Council work on Twitter regularly – look out for our news. Thank 

you very much to our lovely team for all their enthusiastic ongoing work. 
 

Mrs Perry 

 

 

https://twitter.com/helmshoreschool


“Guys and Dolls” Production 
 

The children are working hard in preparation for our production of “Guys and Dolls” and we are 

discovering hidden talents in our lively and enthusiastic cast!  To perform a show on this scale 

takes and great deal of time and preparation and we are pleased to report that this is well 

underway.   
 

Tickets for the show are now on sale from the school office so do come along and support us!  
 

at Haslingden High School Sixth Form Theatre 

Mon 2nd, Tues 3rd, Fri 6th & Sat 7th July 

Tickets £5 
 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our cast enjoyed their photo shoot this week! Big thanks to our "photographer" (Mr Walker) and to Mrs 

Tiler for her hard work on costumes. 

 

Year 1 & 2 Sing Up Club 
 

Year 1 & 2 had a good time learning new songs and singing old favourites at ‘Sing Up Club’ with 

Miss Thomas!   Sing Up Club will hopefully return in the Autumn term. 

 

 



Year 2 trip to Blackpool Zoo ~ 12th June 2018 
 

Our Year 2 children had an amazing day out at Blackpool Zoo on Tuesday 12th 

June.  During the day the children saw a huge range of wild and domesticated 

animals in controlled surroundings, watched some of the animals being fed, 

learnt about the conservation work being undertaken by the zoo and discovered information 

about the wide range of animals housed there.  The children also took part in an education session 

about ‘growing up’ led by Sam.  The session proved very informative and the children (and staff!) 

were even invited to stroke Jimmy the python!  The excellent behaviour and intelligent questions 

and answers were commented upon by the zoo staff. 
 

The sea lion display provided one of the highlights of the day, amazing everyone with their 

intelligence and the zoo keepers’ sympathetic training.  This was closely followed by our walks 

through Lemur Wood and the Dinosaur Safari. The children had a great day out and all said they 

wished they could have stayed longer (although judging by the amount of sleeping children on the 

coach, the timing was just about perfect!).  

A huge thank you to all our parents for the voluntary contributions to the trip - without these we 

would not be able to facilitate these types of visits. 

   

                                          

       

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Uniform and Hair Styles 
 

Please ensure your child wears the appropriate school uniform, shoes and hairstyles 
for school.  Training shoes should not be worn and extreme hairstyles including 
Undercuts, Skinfades and tramlines are not appropriate styles to be worn for school.  
 
We also ask that children do not wear nail polish and jewellery and they do not bring 
toys, gadgets and mobile phones to school.  These items detract from the children’s 
learning and can cause conflict between pupils.    



PE Kit  
 

Please ensure that your child has a PE Kit (shorts, t-shirt & pumps) in school at all times. PE is 
scheduled for each class, but occasionally the timetable is altered to take into account other 
activities in school. Please ensure all school uniform is named!  
 
School Uniform ~ Gooddies Schoolwear  
 

School Uniform can be ordered direct from our suppliers ‘Gooddies Schoolwear’ by visiting 
http://helmshore.gooddies.co.uk.  (Sweatshirts from £10.45, Polo Shirts from £8.45, Fleece Jackets 
from £12.00 and Coat from £18.30).  Payment can be made by debit or credit card and by PayPal.  
Deliveries are FREE if delivered for collection from school or a delivery charge will be added for 
deliveries to your home address.  Further information and sample uniform sizes are available from 
the school office.  We must make you aware that uniform items ordered from the online shop can 
only be returned if found to be faulty - if the incorrect size is ordered you may be unable to return 
this item.  A full range of sample uniform items are available at the school office. 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION - SUMMER UNIFORM ORDER DEADLINES: 
 
Delivery to school before 20th July 2018 - Orders to be placed by midnight 15th June 18 
Delivery to home before start of new academic year - Orders to be placed by midnight 31st July 18 
Delivery to school for collection 3rd & 4th September 2018 - Orders to be placed by midnight 31st July 18 

Orders placed after 31st July 2018 will be delivered mid-September. 

Reading  
 

Reading and in particular, Accelerated Reader has now 
become embedded in daily teaching and is part of the 
timetable. Pupil Data shows that some pupils are making 
fantastic progress with their reading and comprehension.  
Listening to your child read every night can have a very 
positive impact on your child’s progress and we ask that 
you try to hear them every day even if they are already a 
proficient reader.  Practice really does make perfect!  Re-

telling the story, discussing the vocabulary used and predicting what is going to happen next in a 
text is relevant to becoming a fluent reader.  
 
Art Attack 2018 
 
This year our whole school “Art Attack Project” is once again based on the topic “colour” linked 

with the work of Vincent Van Gogh.  This project involved imitating the technique of the artist 

whilst portraying the colour in natural things around us.  We will not be replacing the large drops 

and three-dimensional objects at high level because we are anticipating some substantial building 

work being undertaken in the roof area of the main building during the Summer holiday period.   

We didn’t want to erect new art work and then have to take it down for scaffolding to be erected.  

It may be that the existing artwork will be damaged in the process of the work being completed.

 

http://helmshore.gooddies.co.uk/


Parking In Gregory Fold – IMPORTANT NOTICE  
 

Please park considerately on Gregory Fold and on surrounding roads and do not to block the 
driveways of residents. Residents need access to their driveways at all times. We try our best to 
maintain a good relationship with local residents and we would ask you to support us with this 
by parking with care and consideration to our pupils and local residents alike!  Furthermore we 
would ask parents to please refrain from dropping their children off on the yellow zig-zag lines 
near the yellow warning signs at the front of school and mounting the kerb on the approach to 
this area.  
 

Please park appropriately and do not mount the pavement. There have been a couple of 
incidents where cars have been hit outside school and this causes stress and concern for 
everyone.  Please be aware that the registration numbers of vehicles felt to be parking 
inconsiderately and being driven in an inappropriate manner are taken and reported to 
Lancashire Constabulary if felt appropriate.  Thank you for your support! 
 
Attendance and Punctuality 

 
As a school, we regard attendance as critical to pupil progress and we 
continue to invest a great deal of time and effort into improving our 
pupils’ attendance. The morning bell goes at 8.45am for school to 
commence at 8.50am and anyone arriving after that time is late.  Any 
child arriving after the front gates are closed should enter via the main 
front entrance where office staff can record their arrival.   We would be 
grateful if you would inform us as soon as possible if your child is going to 
be late or is unwell and unable to attend school.  If you expect your child 

to be absent from school for more than one day please indicate this in your communication.   
Please telephone school on 01706 213756 or email office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk - you can 
leave a recorded absence message at any time. 

Administrative staff will contact you regarding your child’s absence if we do not hear from you.  
We thank you for your continued support in this area.  

Attendance that is below the Government target 
 
The DfE states that pupils need to attend school regularly to benefit from their education.  The 
minimum attendance level which is expected of all primary aged children nationally is 96%. Good 
attendance at school is vital because even short periods of absence can mean that a child's 
ability to keep up with school work may be significantly reduced.  Friendship groups can also be 
affected by time away from school and this can be upsetting for children.  
 
In order to assess our progress in meeting this challenging target we review the attendance of 
individual pupils at least once every half term.  Despite our attendance reward scheme being 
very successful for most pupils, there are a small number of pupils whose attendance and 
punctuality is a concern as it is below the Government target of 96%.  We ask that all children 
attend school whenever they are able to.  This is a challenging target that requires commitment 
from both parents and school if it is to be met. 
 
 
 

mailto:office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk


Remember our Attendance scheme and how it operates? 
 

Children are rewarded for good attendance and punctuality during the year with prizes and 
vouchers.  Pupils are awarded a mark/chart sticker each week for full attendance and 
punctuality, which they can save or trade for prizes.  When they have thirteen marks/chart 
stickers they will receive a voucher that they can trade for a bronze prize or bank towards a 
better silver prize after 26 weeks or possibly a gold prize after 38 weeks which rewards pupils 
with 100% attendance. Prizes will range from pencils, badges, key rings, moneyboxes to £5 
shopping vouchers. 
 
UPDATE - General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 25th May 2018 

As I am sure you will be aware, GDPR came into effect on 25th May 2018.  We have updated our 
Privacy Policy to meet the new regulatory requirements. We have not started using or storing 
your data in any new ways, but our Privacy Policy now explains in more detail how we keep your 
personal data safe, and your rights under GDPR.   

A copy of the updated School Privacy Notice can be viewed by visiting the school website 
www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk or by clicking on the link above.  Please contact the school 
office if you require any further information. 
 
Healthy snacks and lifestyles 
 

We are keen to encourage the children to bring healthy snacks whenever and wherever possible. 
We teach about healthy eating and healthy lifestyles as part of the curriculum and would be 
grateful if you could support us in this venture.  

 
We acknowledge that it is very important for children to drink regularly and 
so every child is invited to bring a drinks bottle to school to keep in their 
classroom.  Children are allowed to drink water at intervals throughout the 
day and fill up their bottle as necessary with water from our chilled filtered 
water dispensers situated in the infant and junior corridors.   Please ensure 
that your child’s bottle is labelled with your child’s name and class.  
 

We continue to have a problem coping with the amount of litter dropped on the school 
premises, especially sweets wrappers, crisp packets and other items of packaging.  This looks 
unsightly and clogs up the drains.  Please could you encourage your child to bring healthy snacks 
to school as often as is possible.  This would also help with our litter problem. 
 
‘Bags 2 School’ Fundraising Event – Friday 13th April 2018 
 

Thank you for your continued support with our ‘Bags 2 School’ collections to help raise additional 
funds for school.  Our last collection was on Friday 13th April ~ donated good quality clothing, 
shoes, hats, belts, handbags, ties and soft toys (sorry bedding, curtains, towels, household linen 
or bric-a-brac is not allowed) are weighed and in exchange we receive a cheque for additional 
funds for school.  This term we received a cheque for just short of £100!  Thank you for your 
support.  Our next collections will be on Wednesday, 31st October 18 and Monday, 29th April 19. 
 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/dmawdsley/Desktop/GDPR/GDPR%20documents%20to%20be%20published%20or%20issued/GDPR%20School%20Privacy%20Notice%20May%202018.pdf
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Can we contact you if your child becomes ill or has an accident at school? 
 

Please ensure that the school office is aware of any changes to contact information for parents and 
additional contacts (i.e. new work number, mobile phone numbers or email address).  If you think that we 
may not have your up to date contact details please contact the school office on 01706 213756 or email 
office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk .  We thank you for your support. 

 
If you have a medical concern about your child please share it with us in the interest of your 
child.  Any changes to medical information can be put in writing for the attention of the class 
teacher or contact the school office on 01706 213756 or email office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk . 
 
Head Lice Alert!  
 

From time to time we experience cases of head lice in school and would ask 
parents to check their child’s hair on a regular basis and inform school should 
they detect the presence of head lice.  The NHS leaflet for ‘The prevention 
and treatment of Head Lice’ can be found on the school website or a copy 
can be collected from outside the office.  If we are informed of a case of head 
lice in your child’s year group we will inform you by text message.   
 
Recycling batteries with school 
 

We continue to recycle used batteries in school for termly collection ~ please leave any used 
batteries at the school office.   
 
Free School Meals & Pupil Premium Funding ~ Are you entitled? 
 

Your child will be able to get free school meals if they are in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2.  Free 
school meals are available to older pupils if you are receiving any of the following benefits: 
 

 Income Support 
 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
 The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 

gross income of no more than £16,190) 
 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
 Universal Credit 
 

Regardless of your child’s year group please tell us if you get any of the above benefits as your 
school can get valuable extra funding, called pupil premium. 
 

It is easy to register – just contact the school office or the Area Education Office (East) on 01254 
220711 or 01254 220614 in confidence providing us with some basic details (name, address, DOB 
and NI number) or complete the free school meals/pupil premium application form. 

FIND Summer 2018 Newsletter (visit the link or pick up a copy from outside the school office). 

FIND Newsletter for parent carers of children and young people with Special Educational Needs 
and Disabilities. 

mailto:office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk
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Community Notices & Events:   
Visit www.primarytimes.net/lancashire for information on activities and events in the local area. 

Can you help and spare a couple of hours each week?  Our local Guide Group are looking for 

volunteers to assist with the running of their weekly group meetings to avoid the group having to 

close.  If you can help – please let the school office know and we will pass on your details.  

Leanne the group leader will then contact you with further information.   

Helmshore Mills Textile Museum reopened on Saturday 26 May 2018. The museum will remain open 

until the 28th October 2018 and between Easter and the end of October 2019.  For more information, 

see Lancashire County Council’s website. 

Opening hours will be:  

Until 27th July Saturday 12.00noon – 4.00pm 

From 27th July Friday, Saturday & Sunday 12.00noon – 4.00pm 

 
School Holiday Pattern 2018/19 
 
Please see below the school holiday information for the academic year 2018/19 (Sept 2018 – Aug 
2019).  School holiday information for the present academic year and 2017-18 are also available 
on our school website www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk  
 

School Holidays ~ Academic Year 2018/2019 

AUTUMN TERM 2018 

School opens School closes 

Wednesday 5 September 2018 Thursday 18 October 2018 

Monday 29 October 2018  Friday 21 December 2018 

SPRING TERM 2019 

School opens School closes 

Monday 7 January 2019 Friday 15 February 2019 

Monday 25 February 2019 Friday 5 April 2019 

SUMMER TERM 2019 

School opens School closes 

Tuesday 23 April 2019 Friday 24 May 2019 

Monday 3  June 2019 Tuesday 23 July 2019 
 

In addition the school will be closed on the following days ~ 

Thursday 2nd May 2019 (Inset Day – Polling Day) 

Friday 3rd May 2019 (Inset Day) 

Monday 6th May 2019 (Public Holiday) 

 
 

http://www.primarytimes.net/lancashire
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