
  
 

 
Newsletter 3 ~ 20th December 2017 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Here we are at the end of another eventful term.  I am pleased to report that the children have 

been very industrious and engrossed in their learning.  They have participated with enthusiasm 

and motivation; many spending hours at home completing tasks and activities  and producing 

work of a very high standard. It is this commitment to learning that enables so many of our 

pupils to succeed and excel.   The standard of work in children’s books is impressive and the 

children are understandably proud of their achievements.  I hope you are too.  

Our youngest pupils have entertained us this Christmas and their concerts have been 

wonderful.  Our Reception and Year 1 children performed “It’s a Party” earlier this month to the 

delight of pupils, parents and friends.  Tickets sold out for each performance and the children 

sang beautifully, remembered their actions, speaking parts and dance movements. It was lovely 

to welcome a group of residents from Haslingden Hall to our Nativity.  They  really enjoyed the 

concert and the experience of visiting school and meeting some of the children. Thank you very 

much for attending our performances; the children just love performing to an audience, 

especially an enthusiastic, supportive one!  

Our Year 2 children held a concert of their own called, “It’s Christmas”.  They sang a variety of 

Christmas songs beautifully and got us all into the mood for Christmas. I will never be able to 

view a brussel sprout in the same way again after that song! 

Accelerated Reader has really raised the profile of reading in school: the children are reading 

more and developing a greater understanding of what they have read.  I do ask politely that you 

listen to your child read every day if possible, regardless of how proficient your child is.  The 

Christmas holiday period is a good opportunity to spend time reading together and is extremely 

beneficial for your child.  The reading tests your child has to sit in Year 2 and throughout the 

junior department are very difficult and require the children to use “higher order reading 

skills”.  Only effective teaching and frequent practicing enable the children to master these 



skills and school and home, working in unison, is the most effective way of achieving this.   

Please  sign your child’s diary too so that the teacher can see clearly the reading that has been 

undertaken at home and can communicate with you about your child’s progress. 

You will have received your child’s report by now.  May I just remind you that with the 

implementation of a revised curriculum the expectation of every pupil has been raised.  As we 

have only delivered one third of the curriculum children can only be “entering” age related 

expectations unless they are performing well above the average child in that Year group.  In 

reality, these children are simply working towards achieving an increasing number of learning 

objectives with associated raised expectation. Teachers are now aware of the new level of 

expectation, and are familiar with the new Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 tests, making it easier to 

assess pupils against the age related expectations.   

You will have recently received a copy of “Digital Parenting”, a very useful resource with articles 

about the latest developments in internet safety across a range of topics.  It includes tips and 

practical advice to help you manage your digital life – visit 

http://vodafonedigitalparenting.co.uk to view the digital copy of this publication. I hope you 

find it helpful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have dedicated many of our lessons, assemblies and PSHE sessions to promoting kindness 

in school: considering what being kind means and how it influences behaviour.  We have also 

undertaken a substantial amount of work on bullying and how to stop it happening in school. 

We aim to ensure that children understand that physical, aggressive behaviour isn’t acceptable 

and that “It’s cool to be kind”. We do not want any child to be hurt, threatened or bullied by 

another pupil and we want every child to tell an adult in school if someone or something is 

making them unhappy so that we can deal with it.  The Pupil Council has co-ordinated class 

discussions and activities taking place in classrooms and they have produced power point 

presentations, leaflets and posters to display around school.  Next term the Pupil Council will be 

promoting our work relating to Children’s Mental Health Week, 8th -14th February 2018, where 

we will be discussing issues such as; spreading kindness, building resilience and supporting 

others. Very well done to all members of the Pupil Council! Keep up the good work!   

http://vodafonedigitalparenting.co.uk/


You may be interested to know that Helmshore Primary School has recently achieved the Silver 

Sports award.  I would like to thank all the Teachers and Teaching Assistants who give their free 

time readily to provide sporting opportunities for our pupils. 

You may be aware that Mrs Ginty will be leaving us this week.  We wish to thank her for all the 

work she has undertaken for Helmshore Primary School and its pupils. We are very sorry to see 

her go and wish her well in the future. 

I would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all the staff and pupils 

of Helmshore Primary School.  I thank you for your continued support and look forward to 

seeing you all in the Spring Term 2018. 

Christine Myers 

“It’s a Party” Reception & Year 1 Production 

Our Reception and Year 1 children worked so hard at their Christmas production of "It's a Party". 
They gave fantastic performances that were mature beyond their years and we are so proud of them all. 
They are still humming and singing the songs two weeks later! Very well done everybody - what a party! 
 
 

 

 

 

Year 1 & Year 2 “Sing Up Club” 

We have had a great time singing Christmas songs at ‘Sing Up Club’ 

with Miss Thomas!  



“It’s Christmas” Year 2 Production 

On Thursday 14th December, our Year 2 children took to the stage to perform ‘It’s Christmas!’ The 

production looked at many traditions and events associated with the season through song and 

movement. The children had practised for several weeks and were practically word perfect on the night! 

The children enjoyed their time in the spotlight and responded well to the appreciative audience – a big 

‘thank you’ for your support. Brussel sprouts will never be the same again! 

 

 

SCHOOL MEALS  

I would remind parent and carers that a one week notice period is currently required if you 

wish to change your child’s regular meal pattern.  Please ensure that your child is aware of their 

lunchtime meal pattern to avoid any confusion. Regretfully we are unable to provide lunches on 

an ad-hoc basis.  We thank you for your support with this matter!  

School meals currently cost £2.20 per day/ £11.00 per week.  Please send dinner money to 

school at the beginning of the week (cheques made payable to Lancashire County Council or 

LCC) either directly to the office or via your child’s class teacher.  To assist office staff we would 

ask that you place dinner money in a sealed envelope clearly labelled with your child’s name 

and class.  

A copy of the Autumn Winter 2017 menu is available via the school website or you can collect a 
printed copy from the school office.  
 

 

file://///helmshore.lancs.sch.uk/userdata$/officedata/my%20documents/documents/Administration/Dinners/School%20Meal%20Menu/LCC%20Winter%202017-18%20Menu.pdf


Can we contact you if your child becomes ill or has an accident at school? 
 
Please ensure that the school office is aware of any changes to contact information for parents and 
additional contacts (i.e. new work number, mobile phone numbers or email address).  If you think that 
we may not have your up to date contact details please contact the school office on 01706 213756 or 
email office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk .  A data collection sheet will be sent home early in the New Year.  
Please check that the information we hold is correct and return the signed sheet to the office as soon as 
possible.  We thank you for your support. 

 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE - Measles, Chickenpox and Shingles 
 

We previously made you aware that one of our infant pupils is currently receiving medical treatment for 

cancer which puts them at risk if they are exposed to illnesses such as measles, chickenpox or shingles. 

 

It is therefore VITALLY IMPORTANT that you make school aware of any suspected cases of measles or 

shingles in your household and if you suspect your child of having chickenpox please inform school 

without delay, as the pupil receiving cancer treatment would need to be given an injection within three 

days of contact.  You can contact school on 01706 213756 or by email to office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk. 

 

Your child is not at any risk whatsoever from this situation, however, the health and wellbeing of our 

pupil who is at risk does depend on the co-operation of all other parents and your support would be 

appreciated.   

 

Primary Admissions 2018 - Is your child due to start school in September 2018?  
 

If your child has a 5th birthday on or between 1st September 2018 and 31st August 2019 they will 
start school in September 2018.  Apply on-line at www.lancashire.gov.uk/schools  You must 
apply even if an elder sibling is already attending school.  The closing date for applications is 
15th January 2018.   
 

If you have any further queries regarding the application process please contact the office on 
01706 213756 or email office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk.  
 

Dates for diary ………. 
 

21/12/17 ~ Final Swimming Session for Y5 
21/12/17 ~ NO Acorns Club PM Session 
22/12/17 ~ INSET Day (School Closed to Pupils) 
22/12/17 ~ School Closes for Christmas holiday 
08/01/18 ~ School Opens to Pupils 
08/01/18 ~ Lancashire Music Service (Mrs Fletcher) Spring term music lessons start 
11/01/18 ~ First Swimming Session for Y4 
12/01/18 ~ Lancashire Music Service (Mr Johnson) Spring term music lessons start 
15/01/18 ~ Primary 18 Application Deadline 
30/01/18 & 06/02/18 ~ Y3 Stone Age Day Visit at Communitree (further details to follow) 
07/02/18 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 
08/02/18 ~ Valentine Disco (Infants 6.00-7.00pm / Juniors 7.15-8.30pm)   
09/02/18 ~ Cotton Shed Theatre Company Workshop 
09/02/18 ~ School Closes for half term 

mailto:office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/schools
mailto:office@helmshore.lancs.sch.uk


19/02/18 ~ School Opens (Spring 2) 
26/02/18 ~ EYFS Pedestrian Training Starts (further details to follow) 
01/03/18 ~ World Book Day  
01/03/18 – 05/03/18 ~ Scholastic Book Fair   
08/03/18 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 
15/03/18 ~ Parents Evening (1)    
20/03/18 ~ Full Governing Body Meeting  
22/03/18 ~ Parents Evening (2)  
23/03/18 ~ School Closes for Easter 
09/04/18 ~ School Opens (Summer 1) 
09/04/18 ~ Lancashire Music Service (Mrs Fletcher) Summer term lessons start 
13/04/18 ~ Bags 2 School Collection (donations to be left by 9.00am) 
13/04/18 ~ Lancashire Music Service (Mr Johnson) Summer term lessons start 
25/04/18 ~ Class Photographs 
03/05/18 ~ INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) Polling Station  
07/05/18 ~ School Closed – Public Holiday 
14/05/18 – 18/05/18 ~ KS2 SATs Week 
17/05/18 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 
21/05/18 – 25/05/18 ~ Y2 - Y5 Assessment Week 
25/05/18 ~ Y6 Passport to Safer Cycling (Cycle Checks) 
25/05/18 ~ School Closes for half term 
04/06/18 ~ School Opens (Summer 2) 
05/06/18 – 08/06/18 ~ Y6 Passport to Safer Cycling (Practical Session) 
12/06/18 ~ Y2 Visit Blackpool Zoo 
13/06/18 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting  
19/06/18 & 20/06/18 ~ Y6 First Aid Training  
03/07/18 ~ Full Governing Body Meeting 
12/07/18 – 16/07/18 ~ Scholastic Book Fair 
16/07/18 ~ Family Evening 6.00-7.00pm 
18/07/18 ~ Leavers Disco (Y3-Y6) 6.30-8.00pm 
20/07/18 ~ Y6 Leavers Assembly 10am   
20/07/18 ~ No Acorns Club PM Session 
20/07/18 ~ School Closes for Summer Holiday 
03/09/18 ~ School Closed to Pupils INSET Day 
04/09/18 ~ School Closed to Pupils INSET Day 
05/09/18 ~ School Opens to Pupils Autumn Term 2018-19 
05/10/18 – 07/10/18 ~ Y6 Visit PGL Winmarleigh Hall, Garstang 
 

Visit our school website www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk for up to date information on news 
and events in school.  Or visit our Twitter page @HelmshoreSchool 
 

Community Events:  
Visit www.primarytimes.net/lancashire  or www.thescallywag.co.uk/rossendale for information on local activities and events. 

St Thomas Church, Helmshore:  Sunday 24th  December ~ 6.00pm~ Christingle Service    

School Holiday Pattern 2018/19 
 

Please find attached the school holiday information for the academic year 2018/19 (Sept 2018 
– Aug 2019).  School holiday information for the present academic year and 2017-18 are also 
available on our school website www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk  
 

http://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/
http://www.primarytimes.net/lancashire
http://www.thescallywag.co.uk/rossendale
http://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/


Helmshore Primary School  

School Holidays ~ Academic Year 2018/2019 

AUTUMN TERM 2018 

School opens School closes 

 

Wednesday 5 September 2018 

 

Thursday 18 October 2018 

 

Monday 29 October 2018  

 

Friday 21 December 2018 

 

SPRING TERM 2019 

School opens School closes 

 

Monday 7 January 2019 

 

Friday 15 February 2019 

 

Monday 25 February 2019 

 

Friday 5 April 2019 

 

SUMMER TERM 2019 

School opens School closes 

 

Tuesday 23 April 2019 

 

Friday 24 May 2019 

 

Monday 3  June 2019 

 

Tuesday 23 July 2019 

 

In addition the school will be closed on the following days ~ 

Thursday 2nd May 2019 (Inset Day – Polling Day) 

Monday 6th May 2019 (Public Holiday) 

 

 

 



 



 



 


