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Dates for the diary: 

20/07/16 ~ Family Evening 6.00pm-7.00pm 
21/07/16 ~ Leavers Disco (Y3 – Y6) 6.30 – 8.30pm 
26/07/16 ~ Y6 Leavers Assembly – 10.00am 
26/07/16 ~ No Acorns Club PM Session 
26/07/16 ~ School Closes for Summer Holiday 
05/09/16 ~ School Opens to Pupils 
23/09/16 ~ Jeans for Genes Day (fundraising event) 
03/10/16 – 05/10/16 ~ Travelling Book Fair (in hall after school) 
07/10/16 – 09/10/16 ~ Y6 visit PGL Winmarleigh Hall, Garstang 
18/10/16 – Governing Body Committee Meeting 
19/10/16 ~ Tempest Photography – Individual/Sibling Photos  
26/10/16 ~ Halloween Disco (details to follow) 
27/10/16 ~ School Closes to Pupils for Half Term 
07/11/16 ~ School Opens to Pupils 
08/11/16 – Governing Body Committee Meeting 
06/12/16 – Governing Body Meeting (FGB) 
21/12/16 ~ School Closes to Pupils for Christmas 
09/01/17 ~ School Opens to Pupils 

 

Dear Parents and carers 

 

Well here we are at the end of another academic year and what a busy one it 

has been too!  In this newsletter there are lots of articles about the events that 

have taken place recently.  I do hope you enjoy reading them! 

We are also launching our class blogs where you will find lots of information 

from your child’s class; curriculum activities, school visits, competitions etc.  We 

are hoping that we can share even more information with you in this way. 

It was lovely to see you all at the Family Evening on Wednesday.  Thank you 

very much for your support over the past year.  The children have had a busy 

and exciting time and they have all worked hard and made progress; the work 

on display and the attractive displays and photographs throughout the school 

are evidence of this.   



It has also been a very challenging year with events both happy and sad 

affecting teaching staff.  Two babies have been born; Mrs Brothers has had a 

little boy and called him Ocsar and Miss Pickup has recently had a little girl 

called Holly.  Mr Walker’s wife is back home now after a very long stay in 

hospital.  She is slowly becoming more mobile and improving every day.  We all 

wish her well! 

Our thanks to Mrs Bond, Mrs Frain and Mrs Trickett for teaching the Year 5 

classes in the absence of the Year 5 class teachers and a warm welcome to Mrs 

Wilson who becomes a permanent member of staff in September teaching in 

Year One.  Another warm welcome to Mr Lord who will be working with us 

during the academic year 2016-17.  Initially he will be teaching Class 5P 

whilst Miss Pickup is on maternity leave.  

We say goodbye to Mrs Isherwood who has taught at Helmshore Primary School 

for 19 years.  She has decided the time has come to retire and take a more 

relaxed approach to life.  We will all be sad to see her go but wish her a long, 

happy and healthy retirement.   

On a more mundane note; we would like to keep your children’s Literacy and 

Numeracy books until the end of the Autumn Term 2016.  This is because we 

may need them to evidence Attainment and Progress in the context of the new 

Assessment test should Ofsted carry out an inspection of the school.  I apologise 

for any disappointment this may cause and wish to assure you that the books 

will be kept safe and sent out with your child at the end of next term.   The year 

6 teachers will also keep the “SPAG” books as evidence!  We will ensure that all 

Year 6 books are returned too! 

I would just like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued 

support this year.  I hope you all have a lovely summer holiday and look 

forward to seeing you in September. 

Good luck to those children moving on to Secondary School. They have been  an 

absolutely fabulous cohort of children; talented, capable and mature!!  We all 

wish them well and hope that they will be very happy and successful in the 

future. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Christine Myers 

 
 
 
 



Alder Grange “Seeing Stars” Launch Concert at King Georges Hall 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Following on from our four night production of Cats, many members of the cast could not 

resist performing for one last time. Along with other children from across East Lancashire, 

we joined Rossendale girl band ‘Fairplay’ at a concert at King George’s Hall, Blackburn to 

launch their single ‘Seeing Stars’, which aims to combat intolerance and hate crime.  

Alder Grange pupils Emily Bamford, Nadia Lisowski and Olivia Turner make up the band 
FairPlay, and their single is now available to buy on iTunes, Amazon and Googleplay. It has 
been written in memory of Rossendale teenager Sophie Lancaster, who was killed in an 
attack in Bacup in 2007.  A portion of the profits made by the single will go to the Sophie 
Lancaster Foundation (www.sophielancasterfoundation.com) set up in her memory.  

Sophie’s mum Sylvia was a guest of honour at the launch event, where schools and groups, 
including Valley Aloud, VIC Singing Group, joined FairPlay to perform.  

FairPlay band member Emily Bamford said: “We are very excited to finally be releasing our 
debut single. Seeing Stars is particularly important to us because it was written in memory 
of Sophie Lancaster. We really hope that people will get behind us and buy the single.”  

The Foundation plans to use the funds raised to recruit more police forces to respond to 
hate crime reports and for training teachers at Alder Grange School with educational 
resources to enhance school safety.  

The children were a real credit it to us, behaved impeccably and sang their hearts out. Well 

done to all involved! 

Granada Reports visits Helmshore! 

Last week we have an unexpected phone call from a film crew at Granada Reports!  They 

wanted to visit school to film a special assembly where Fairplay were going to perform their 

new single and show the children the DVD that they featured in along with several other 

local schools. It was a very exciting afternoon for the children as they watched the film crew 

http://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk/news/issues/sophielancaster/
http://www.sophielancasterfoundation.com/
http://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk/jobs
http://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk/news/14605002.IN_PICTURES__Children_join_Rossendale_girl_band_in_memory_of_Sophie_Lancaster/


interviewing the band and their backing crew.  They also interviewed some of our Year 6 

pupils about their involvement in the project. They spoke passionately about the issue of 

diversity and accepting difference and being unique.  This footage has appeared on Granada 

Reports on television.  What a super experience!!   

 

 

FairPlay 'Seeing Stars' Official Music 

Video - now available on iTunes! 

m.youtube.com 

Our single 'Seeing Stars' is now live on 

iTunes, Amazon and Google Play! 

Please download it and support the 

Sophie Lancaster Foundation!  

 

Our new hall display – “Cats” 
 

The children have been involved in a variety of cross curricular activities linked with the 
theme of ‘Cats’.  This was a backdrop to our latest production of “Cats” and has involved lots 
of creativity, literacy and history work.  The children have really enjoyed this topic and love 
the freedom to work on a large scale and with a variety of medium.  The teachers have used 
a cross curricular approach throughout the project and some super work has been 
produced.   
 
This project culminated in a large hall display based on the “Cats” theme.  As always the 
children really enjoyed working on this topic in an imaginative and creative way. 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=3VYW6WQnEM4
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=3VYW6WQnEM4
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=3VYW6WQnEM4


 
 

A huge well done to our Jellicle Cats! 

Our CATS cast worked extremely hard and 

managed to achieve an outstanding show! We 

are so proud of all their efforts and it is so 

rewarding to see talents and confidence unfold 

throughout the rehearsal process, from the 

most flamboyant of children to those quieter 

individuals. What an achievement! Not only 

were the cast hardworking and talented, they 

were also extremely well behaved and a delight 

to work with.  

We hope that many of them will go on to develop their skills in this area and of course, it 

would be lovely to see them at our further productions.  A huge well done and thank you to 

our cast! Thank you also to all the CATS parents who have supported their children in 

attending rehearsals and performances and to all families who came to support the event. 

We received some lovely feedback, which is very much appreciated.  

 



 First Aid Training Year 6 
 

 
The children from classes 6H and 6K have been extremely busy learning all about basic first 
aid.  Malcolm Sweetlove, a First Aid Trainer visited school on June 15th and 16th to deliver 
workshops to our 60 Year 6 pupils. The children were extremely attentive and responsive 
and worked practically using resuscitation dummies and a defibrillator to learn valuable 
lifesaving skills on CPR, the Recovery Position and what to do if someone was choking. The 
children behaved impeccably and are now using this important training to help them write 
their own First Aid leaflets. 

 Passport to Safer Cycling  
    
The weather was extremely kind to us this year as our Year 6 children enjoyed a week full of 
learning how to ride their bikes more safely.  After completing Module 1 of The Passport to 
Safer Cycling Scheme the children participated in training sessions on the school yard and 
field which helped them to build their confidence and develop better bike control. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 In order to pass this Module the children had to demonstrate how to: 
 

~ Start and stop safely 
~ To be able to pedal and brake safely 
~ To steer their bikes accurately 
~ To turn left and right at a simulated junction 
~ To overtake an obstacle 
~ To control their bikes 
 

We would like to express our thanks to our wonderful cycle trainers: Mrs Hall, Mrs Tiler, Mrs 
McEvoy, Mrs Gregory, Mr Palmieri and Mr Holt, as we would not be able to run this 
important safety scheme without their help.                                                
 
Mrs Haworth & Mrs Kelly 

 

Year 2 British Values Week 
 

Following the Spring Bank holiday, Year 2 enjoyed taking part in activities about the Royal 
Family during our ‘British Values Week.’  We sequenced key events in the Queen’s life, 
made Union flag bunting, solved multiplication and division word problems with a royal 
theme, learned about the Commonwealth, sang the National Anthem and even designed a 

90th birthday card for the Queen! The children also did some fact-finding about their 
favourite member of the Royal Family for their homework. Of course we all enjoyed our 
picnic lunch following our ‘HAPPI’ sponsored ‘Run to Swim’ event to raise money for 
Haslingden Baths.  We raised a fantastic £5625.96 to support this worthy, local community 
cause.  
 
Visit http://www.haslingdenbaths.co.uk/ for further information on this community project.   
 

http://www.haslingdenbaths.co.uk/


Some of the volunteers from Team HAPPI visited school to receive a cheque for the 
fundraising total and we received a lovely thank you for our support: 

 
“HAPPI would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all parents, carers and young 
people for getting involved and collecting 
sponsorship.  We really appreciate your 
hard work and dedication to our project 
and hope we can continue to work 
together to reopen Haslingden Baths! We 
look forward to seeing you come along for 
a swim once we reopen our pool.  Kind 
regards from all of us at team HAPPI” 
 

 

Learning about measuring length and capacity in Year 2 

We made group human chains then estimated and measured their length. 

                    

Each group measured part of the perimeter of the playground. On returning to class, we 

calculated the total perimeter. 

                 

We estimated and measured the capacity of a variety of containers (getting a little wet in 

the process!).                                     



        

Year 2 theatre workshop. 

The Cotton Shed Theatre Company visited Helmshore on Monday 18th July to take our Year 

2 children for a workshop. 2H and 2W had a great time ‘passing a clap,’ ‘magnetising,’ 

‘playing detective’ and working together to create rockets, racing cars and even fish fingers 

and beans! 

The children took home a leaflet detailing times and locations of Cotton Shed summer 

camps and theatre workshops available throughout the year (visit www.cottonshed.co.uk 

for further information).            Mrs Hannon & Mr Walker 

http://www.cottonshed.co.uk/


 

 

EYFS news 

Our EYFS children have made great progress this year 

and we are very proud of their achievements. They are 

continuing to work hard and thoroughly enjoy their 

learning. A favourite activity for many is currently den 

making outdoors and we’ve had some elaborate 

creations! We are impressed each day by many 

individuals’ ideas, skills and written work. They 

recently spent a day in Year One to help with their 

transition and all enjoyed their day. 

The children thoroughly enjoyed their recent visit to Haslingden High School Theatre to 

watch the Year 6 children in our school production of Cats.  Many children have been 

singing, dancing and even requesting to have their faces painted at home so that they can 

imitate what they saw in the show.  It is lovely that the older children’s performances can 

inspire them in this way. 

We thank Reception parents for coming onto the path 

outside the reception door to collect children at the end 

of the day. This is for your child’s safety. We are aware 

that some parents find it easier to wait at the gate but 

are concerned that this involves the children walking up 

the busy pavement to meet parents and a distracted 

child could venture into the road. Thank you for your 

understanding.  From September, the children will enter 

the school playground independently via the lower gate 

and walk onto the playground where further staff are 

there to supervise. 

We would like to thank the Reception parents who have been supportive with activities at 

home. We really appreciate this and it benefits the children a great deal; helping them to 



progress more quickly in their learning, as does reading as often as possible and writing in 

the children’s Home/School Activities books. We hope this will continue into Year 1.  

As always, if any parents have any unwanted good quality toys/pieces of play equipment for 

use either indoors or outdoors we are always appreciative of them!   

Mrs Perry & Miss Thomas 

Tor View Arts Festival “SHINE” ~ Friday 8th July 2016 
 

Despite the very damp conditions the 

children in Year 4 had a great time at 

the Tor View Arts Festival – “SHINE”   

Schools from all over East Lancashire 

turned up to show off and share their 

wide range of talents. At the start of 

the afternoon, our children took part 

in a parade around the festival ground 

involving all the participating schools. 

The children enjoyed the performances from the other schools and some were lucky enough 

to be able to participate in a dance performance led by students from Haslingden High 

School.  The Year 4 children performed a range of songs they have learnt during the year.  

They sang with enthusiasm and entertained the crowd.  Well done Year 4 children.  You 

were brilliant! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 4 visit to Helmshore Textile Museum 
 

Our Year 4 pupils recently enjoyed a visit to Helmshore Textile Museum.  The children took 
part in four workshop sessions.  Firstly, they had a look at the water wheel and explored 
how it worked.  Then they thought about what life would have been like for the children 
who worked in that section of the mill.  After that the children had a walk around 
Helmshore to look at the impact William Turner, the mill owner, had on the village. The 



children looked at houses, mill buildings, the pub, the shop and the church.  Following this 
they were involved in an activity where they had to design their own mill town based on 
everything they’d seen and heard during the walk.  The final workshop was carding the 
wool; the children got to handle and work some sheep wool and finish off spinning the wool 
by hand. 
 
The children had a great time and followed it up with some lovely pieces of writing about 
being a child growing up at this time and working in the mill.     
Mrs Altham & Mrs Ashworth 

 

 

Pupil Council 

Pupil Council’s latest “issue” has been safety around school and it is amazing how mature 

and perceptive Pupil Council members have been in discussing this issue and in devising a 

power point presentation to share in assembly.  

Mrs Perry would like to thank all Pupil Council members this year for their hard work, 

enthusiasm and super ideas. In particular, thanks go to Thea, our chairperson, Javairia, our 

secretary and Libby our vice chair/secretary for their commitment all year and for being 

such good fun to work with! We really hope this experience will benefit them in the future. 

School Uniform  

School Uniform can be ordered direct from our suppliers ‘Gooddies 

Schoolwear’ by visiting http://helmshore.gooddies.co.uk.  Payment can be 

made by debit or credit card and by PayPal.  Deliveries are FREE if delivered 

for collection from school or just £6.50 for deliveries to your home address.  

Further information and sample uniform sizes are available from the school 

office.   

Orders placed online by 30th July 2016 can be delivered to school FREE of charge during the 

Summer holiday period for collection on the INSET days at the start of the new academic year 

– 1st and 2nd September (10.00am – 4.00pm).  We can’t guarantee that orders placed after 

this time will be delivered to school during the holiday period.  Home delivery service is 

available for orders placed after 30th July 2016. 

http://helmshore.gooddies.co.uk/


Helmshore Primary – Sport Update 

We have had a busy year of sport at Helmshore Primary School and this is a summary of just 

some of the activities and competitions the children have taken part in: 

Helmshore FC 2015-16 

The children in Key Stage 2 have been very busy playing lots of football throughout the 

2015-16 season winning a total of four different trophies.  

Here is a summary of what’s happened so far: 

Winners of the Key Stage 2 Rossendale Primary Schools League 

Winners of the Key Stage 2 Rossendale Primary Schools Knockout Cup 

3rd Place in the Year 5 & 6 Rossendale Primary Schools Sports Partnership Cup 

 

Winners of the Year 3 & 4 Rossendale Primary Schools Sports Partnership Cup  

Joint Winners of the Year 3 & 4 Rossendale Primary Schools League 

 

 

 

 

      

 



Football League Kids Cup Competition – Blackburn Rovers Indoor Centre 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Winners – The boys’ team were winners of the local competition organised by Blackburn 
Rovers FC, progressing to the Finals which were also held at Blackburn’s Indoor Centre.        
The boys football team also took part in a competition that took place at The Prairie Sports 
Village, Burnley and lasted all day.  They played well and had a fantastic time. 
 
 
The girl’s Football Competition at Fearns High School 
 
Winners - The girl’s football team were also winners of 
their group in the Girl’s Football competition, 
progressing to the Finals only 2 days later. The girls 
have also competed extremely well in the Rossendale 
Schools League Competition. 
  
 

 
 
Year 3 – 4 Mixed Kwik Cricket Competition – Fearns 
 
Our Year 6 Girls also competed in a Year 6 Kwik 
Cricket Competition at Bacup Cricket Club. 
 
 

 

The boys and girls have played some fantastic sport during the season and thoroughly 

deserve all of their success.   Mr Driver 

You can keep up to date with our sporting success by visiting the Sport/PE blog on the 

school website www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk. 

 

http://www.helmshoreprimaryschool.co.uk/


Free School Meals ~ Are you entitled? 
 

Since September 2014 all pupils in KS1 have been entitled to receive a free school meal. Some 
pupils have a statutory entitlement to free school meals i.e. those pupils whose parents/carers 
are in receipts of certain benefits. We've listed these below for your ease. If you let us know 
about your entitlement the school can benefit from additional funding. This is known as the 
Pupil Premium. This is worth over £1300 per pupil. 
 

Even if you have older children already receiving free meals, let us know about any younger 
children who will be starting primary school in September. We can then receive this additional 
funding to support your child. 
 

It is easy to register – just contact the school office or the Area Education Office (East) on 01254 
220711 in confidence providing us with some basic details (name, address, DOB and NI 
number). 
 

The school can qualify for the pupil premium if you are receiving one of the following: 
 

1. Income Support 
2. Income Based Jobseeker's Allowance 
3. Income Related ESA (Employment and Support Allowance) 
4. Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 
5. Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
6. Child Tax Credit and with an annual income of less than £16,190 and not receiving 

Working Tax Credit. 
7. Working Tax Credit 'run on' – the payment you receive for a further four weeks after you 

stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
8. Universal Credit 

 

If you meet any of these criteria we do urge you to register.  
 

We need your help!  

School Reading Books ~ 

We would be grateful if you could return ANY school reading 

books you may find at home.  Many of our classrooms reading 

materials are becoming depleted and we would appreciate if you 

could have a good look at home and return any you may find. 

They can be left at the School Office if necessary. Thank you!   

Lost Property! 

We still have a large amount of lost property which unfortunately cannot be returned as the 

items are either not named or names are not clearly visible to identify the owner!  We will have 

lost property out again on Monday next week – please check for missing items and remember 

to clearly label ALL new items of uniform you may purchase over the holiday so that when an 

item goes missing we can return it to your child.  Thank you for your support! 



School Sports Kits 
 

If your child represented the school this year and been issued with a school sports kit – please 

ensure that kits are returned to school promptly after washing.  We would be grateful if all kits 

could be returned before the end of the school year.  Thank you. 
 

Are you interested in working in a school kitchen – part-time/term time only? Please contact 

Lancashire County Commercial Group (Maria on 07717 543792) or visit 

www.servinglancashire.org.uk  for further information. 

Community Events:  

Visit www.primarytimes.net/lancashire  or www.thescallywag.co.uk/rossendale for information 

on local activities and events over the Summer. 

Helmshore Primary School  

School Holidays ~ Academic Year 2016/2017 

AUTUMN TERM 2016 

School opens School closes 

Monday 5 September 2016 Thursday 27 October 2016 

Monday 7  November 2016 Wednesday 21 December 2016 

SPRING TERM 2017 

School opens School closes 

Monday 9 January 2017 Friday 10 February 2017 

Monday 20 February 2017 Friday 7 April 2017 

SUMMER TERM 2017 

School opens School closes 

Monday 24 April 2017 Friday 26 May 2017 

Monday 5  June 2017 Friday 21 July 2017 

In addition the school will be closed on the following days ~ 

Monday 1st May 2017 (Public Holiday) 

Thursday 4th May 2017 (Inset Day – Polling Day) 

 

http://www.servinglancashire.org.uk/
http://www.primarytimes.net/lancashire
http://www.thescallywag.co.uk/rossendale

