
 

Newsletter 7 ~ 27th May 2016 

Dates for the diary: 

27/05/16 ~ School Closes for half-term holiday 
06/06/16 ~ School Open 
06/06/16 ~ Deadline for Tempest Class Photo Orders 
06/06/16 ~ Y6 PTSC Practical Session (1) 
07/06/16 ~ Y6 PTSC Practical Session (2) 
08/06/16 ~ Pre-school Open afternoon at 1.30pm 
09/06/16 ~ Y6 PTSC Practical Session (3) 
09/06/16 ~ Governing Body Committee Meeting 
10/06/16 ~ HAPPI ‘Run to Swim’ whole school fundraising event  
10/06/16 ~ Queen’s 90th Birthday – Picnic Lunch 
10/06/16 ~ Y6 PTSC Practical Session (4) 
13/06/16 ~ Reception 2016 Story Session (Group 1) pm 
15/06/16 ~ Y5 Taster Session at Haslingden High School (am) 
15/06/16 ~ Y6 First Aid training sessions 
16/06/16 ~ Y3 visit Grosvenor Museum at Chester 
16/06/16 ~ Y6 First Aid training sessions 
17/06/16 ~ Y4 visit Helmshore Mills Textile Museum 
18/06/16 ~ Cats rehearsal at Haslingden High School 
20/06/16 ~ Reception 2016 Story Session (Group 1) pm 
21/06/16 ~ Y1 visit Helmshore Mills Textile Museum 
22/06/16 ~ Rec & Y6 NHS Health Checks (further details to follow) 
22/06/16 ~ Y5 HHS Parents Information Evening – 6.30pm 
23/06/16 ~ SCHOOL CLOSED for European Referendum – Polling Station  
25/06/16 ~ Cats dress rehearsal at Haslingden High School 
29/06/16 ~ Whole school to watch performance of “Cats” at HHS 
29/06/16 – 02/07/16 ~ Summer Production at HHS Sixth Form Theatre “Cats” 
05/07/16 ~ Y6 Taster Day at Haslingden High School 
05/07/16 ~ Reception 2016 Half Day pupil visits AM & PM 
05/07/16 ~ Full Governing Body Meeting 
06/07/16 & 07/07/16 ~ HHS Y6 Information Evenings 
08/07/16 ~ Y6 visit to Lightwater Valley 
12/07/16 ~ Alder Grange Assembly (further details to follow) 
14/07/16 – 18/07/16 ~ Scholastic Book Fair (in hall after school) 
20/07/16 ~ Family Evening 6.00pm-7.00pm 
21/07/16 ~ Leavers Disco (Y3 – Y6) 6.30 – 8.30pm 
26/07/16 ~ Y6 Leavers Assembly – 10am 
26/07/16 ~ No Acorns Club PM Session 
26/07/16 ~ School Closes for Summer Holiday 
05/09/16 ~ School Opens to Pupils 
23/09/16 ~ Jeans for Genes Day (fundraising event – further details to follow) 
03/10/16 – 05/10/16 ~ Travelling Book Fair (in hall after school) 



07/10/16 – 09/10/16 ~ Y6 visit PGL Winmarleigh Hall, Garstang 
19/10/16 ~ Tempest Photography – Individual/Sibling Photos  
26/10/16 ~ Halloween Disco (further details to follow) 
27/10/16 ~ School Closes to Pupils for Half Term 
07/11/16 ~ School Opens to Pupils 
21/12/16 ~ School Closes to Pupils for Christmas 
09/01/17 ~ School Opens to Pupils 
 

Summer Production – Cats (29th June – 2nd July 2016) 
 

Rehearsals are well underway for this years’ production of “Cats”.  We 
have a very motivated and enthusiastic cast who are working really 
hard in preparation for the performances.  The standard of singing and 
dancing is very high as we have some very talented performers who are 
going to be fantastic.  The main characters are rehearsing their lines 
and developing their solo parts.  I am sure the children are going to be 
fantastic and that the show will, once again, be a huge success. Please 
try and come to see the show, you won’t be disappointed!  It really 
helps if we can fill the theatre each night and create a good 
atmosphere to support and encourage the children.   
 

The show will be performed on four evenings Wednesday 29th June to Saturday 2nd July 2016 
at Haslingden High School Sixth Form Theatre.   
 
Tickets will soon be available from the school office - £4.00 each. 
 

EYFS  
 
The Reception children are currently enjoying our exciting theme of “Adventures” with a focus 
on “The Gruffalo” and “Zog” by our favourite author! We are enjoying lots of adventure stories 
and will be moving on to creating our own. We are also enjoying working together to begin our 
whole school project based on “Cats”. The Reception children have learnt the chorus from Mr 
Mistoffelees and have initiated their own interest in magic tricks related to this. Our art work 
uses a range of media including paint and collage. The children will be very excited to see the 
completed display in the hall.  
 
The children have continued to make good progress at the early stages of reading and writing. 
We receive many positive comments about the standard of our independent writing in 
Reception from visiting colleagues, which is lovely. 
 
Our ongoing thanks go to all those Reception parents who are supporting and encouraging their 
children with phonic work at home. Reading regularly at home really does make a difference. It 
is always lovely to read comments in Home/School Activity books about their experiences at 
home. Some parents are also being inventive at home with Maths; devising simple maths 
quizzes and games for children to practise their addition and subtraction, which is a great idea. 
 
Mrs Perry and Miss Thomas 



Pupil Council  
 
Our Pupil Council have continued to work very enthusiastically and have recently led a 
successful assembly about healthy snacks. It was made very clear that we do not ban unhealthy 
snacks but that we would like children and parents to make healthy choices. As always, it is so 
lovely to see a range of age groups working together from our youngest to our eldest children.  
They have now completed healthy snacks leaflet to send home (see attached).  The children 
take these issues very seriously and give them great thought and consideration. We hope the 
leaflet will provide a helpful basis for discussions at home.  
 

Year 2 Gardeners 

Year 2 have enjoyed learning about the life cycle of flowering plants from germination to 

pollination as part of our topic ‘The Farm Shop.’  We have learned about plants that produce 

foods eaten by humans and other animals and about making healthy choices. We have 

experimented with growing cress seeds on different surfaces with or without water and have 

tasted the end product! Currently our Year 2 children are growing pea plants at home, having 

planted the seeds in school, and are completing a five week ‘pea plant diary.’ All the children 

are excited about telling their classmates about the progress of their plants and are looking 

forward to sharing their diaries after the half term holiday. All the seeds, pots and compost 

have been provided free to school by the ‘Sow and Grow’ initiative by the ‘Innocent’ company. 

 

 



Visiting Chicks 

On Tuesday 24th May, Mrs Doherty and Romilly brought in two of their chicks to visit the Year 2 

classes. The children asked lots of questions about what they ate, where they lived, what their 

parents were like, how they hatched etc and even had the opportunity to hold them. Thank you 

to Mrs Doherty for taking the time to come into school and share them with us. Thank you also 

to Romilly for answering our questions so thoroughly! 

Year 6 ~ Cookery Club 

Cookery Club is enjoyed by twelve eager Year 6 cooks!  Over the five week sessions, together 

with Mrs Allsop and Mrs Trickett, they cook a variety of savoury and sweet things – curry/soup, 

cookies, muffins, brownies and flapjacks – or whatever takes their fancy!  The cooks split into 

four Brigades and work at their ‘station’ together with friends.  Sometimes the families are 

even lucky enough to enjoy the tasty treats that make their way home before being tested by 

the cooks! At the last session, pizza and salad are prepared so that we can have our tea 

together at school which everyone enjoys.  The four kitchen brigades are given a certificate 

when Cookery Club finishes. There will be one last Cookery Club before the end of this year ~ 

watch out for the Waiting List if you would like to have a go – it’s lots of fun! 



 

              

 

                   

 

 
Infant Book Club 
 
Infant Book Club is held on Wednesday lunchtime in Mrs Allsop’s Classroom.  Twenty children 
from Year 1 and Year 2 attend the club supported by four enthusiastic Year 5 Book Buddies.  
The children have the opportunity of reading fiction, poetry books, information and reference 
books and every child can access the books with the help from the Book Buddies and Mrs 
Allsop.  The Puppet Theatre is a big hit with children and they enjoying telling stories and 
making their own up!  We finish the session with a story and we are currently reading The Twits 
by Roald Dahl.  The children love to anticipate the next part of the story for the following week!  
A big thank you to the Book Buddies who share their love of books with our younger children. 
 

 
                                 
 
                               
 
                                
 
 
 
 



Sing Up Club Summer 2016 
 
Each Tuesday for the past few weeks over 
thirty children from Year 1 and Year 2 
have been having fun singing a variety of 
songs with Miss Thomas in our after 
school 'Sing Up Club'. The children have 
enjoyed learning new songs and singing 
old songs. 
 

Here's what the children said: 
"We sing different songs." 

"We learn new songs."  
"We make up songs." 

"We sing and it's lots of fun." 
"We do lots of fun singing." 

 
'Sing Up Club' will hopefully return in the Autumn term. 
 
 

Whole School Art Attack w/c 23rd May 2016 
 
This year our whole school “Art Attack” topic will be based around our production of Cats.  This 
topic is providing an opportunity for the children to investigate the habits, characteristics and 
appearance of cats.  The children will be given the opportunity to complete some creative tasks 
and create some lovely pieces of art work.  Some of the children’s art work will be on display in 
the theatre during the production and some will form part of our large hall display.  We will be 
studying cats in art and literature and studying the poetry behind the musical. The children will 
also be involved in a range of Literacy tasks and will have lots of large scale creative 
opportunities. This whole school initiative culminates in a large hall display with painted wall 
drops and 3D objects and, of course, there will be lots of cats! 
 

Free School Meals ~ Are you entitled? 
 

Since September 2014 all pupils in KS1 have been entitled to receive a free school meal. Some 
pupils have a statutory entitlement to free school meals i.e. those pupils whose parents/carers 
are in receipts of certain benefits. We've listed these below for your ease. If you let us know 
about your entitlement the school can benefit from additional funding. This is known as the 
Pupil Premium. This is worth over £1300 per pupil. 
 
Even if you have older children already receiving free meals, let us know about any younger 
children who will be starting primary school in September. We can then receive this additional 
funding to support your child. 
 
It is easy to register – just contact the school office or the Area Education Office (East) on 01254 
220711 in confidence providing us with some basic details (name, address, DOB and NI 
number). 
 



The school can qualify for the pupil premium if you are receiving one of the following: 
 

1. Income Support 
2. Income Based Jobseeker's Allowance 
3. Income Related ESA (Employment and Support Allowance) 
4. Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 
5. Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
6. Child Tax Credit and with an annual income of less than £16,190 and not receiving 

Working Tax Credit. 
7. Working Tax Credit 'run on' – the payment you receive for a further four weeks after 

you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
8. Universal Credit 

 
If you meet any of these criteria we do urge you to register.  
 

SCHOOL READING BOOKS ~ We need your help!  

We would be grateful if you could return ANY school reading 

books you may find at home.  Many of our classrooms reading 

materials are becoming depleted and we would appreciate if you 

could have a good look at home and return any you may find. 

They can be left at the School Office if necessary. Thank you!   

Drinks in school 

We acknowledge that it is very important for children to drink regularly 

and so every child is invited to bring a drinks bottle to school to keep in 

their classroom.  Children are allowed to drink water at intervals 

throughout the day and fill up their bottle as necessary with water from 

our chilled filtered water dispensers situated in the infant and junior 

corridors.   Please ensure that your child’s bottle is labelled with your child’s 

name and class.   
 

‘Bags 2 School’ Fundraising Event – Thursday 28th April 2016 
 
Thank you for your support with our latest ‘Bags 2 School’ collection on Thursday 28th April for 
which we received a cheque for £104.00.  Our next collection will be arranged for the Autumn 
term. 
 

Additional SCHOOL CLOSURE – Thursday 23rd June 2016 

Please note that school will unfortunately have an additional unplanned school closure on 

Thursday 23rd June as school is required to be used as a Polling Station for the European 

Referendum.  We apologise for any inconvenience caused.   



School Uniform ~ New Supplier & Prices 

School Uniform can be ordered direct from our suppliers ‘Gooddies 

Schoolwear’ by visiting http://helmshore.gooddies.co.uk.  Payment can 

be made by debit or credit card and by PayPal.  Deliveries are FREE if 

delivered for collection from school or just £6.50 for deliveries to your 

home address.  Further information and sample uniform sizes are 

available from the school office and at our family evening.   

Orders placed online by 30th June 2016 can be delivered to school FREE of charge before the 

Summer holiday period. We can’t guarantee that orders placed after this time will be delivered 

to school during the holiday period.  Home delivery service is available for orders placed after 

30th June 2016. 

“Run to Swim” fundraising event supporting HAPPI 

(Friday 10th June) 

On Friday 10th June 2016 we will be celebrating the Queen’s 90th Birthday by supporting local 
community project HAPPI (Haslingden All People’s Pool Initiative) who are working hard to re-
open Haslingden Swimming Pool for community use. The children and staff will be involved in 
an action packed day of fun activities to mark this special occasion.  The children are invited to: 
 

 Wear RED, WHITE and/or BLUE sports gear for the day – donation of £1.00  
 

 Ask family and friends to sponsor you to ‘complete a mile’ of walking, running, dancing, 
jumping, skipping or hopping around the school field with their class.  Please send your child 
with a pair of wellies or spare trainers for this activity as the field could be wet or muddy in 
places (please name).   

 

 Bring a healthy snack and bottle of water to school (please clearly label with your child’s 
name). 

 

Visit http://www.haslingdenbaths.co.uk/ for further information on this community project.   
 
We thank you for your support and look forward to an action packed day. 
 

SEND Newsletter (May 2016) ~ Please find attached our latest SEND newsletter. 
 

Are you interested in working in a school kitchen – part-time/term time only? Please contact 

Lancashire County Commercial Group (Maria on 07717 543792) or visit 

www.servinglancashire.org.uk  for further information. 

Community Events:   

8th June – 11th June ~ Manchester Road Methodist Church Arts & Crafts Fair. 

13th July ~ Annual Tor Mile Race 

Visit www.primarytimes.net/lancashire for information on local activities and events. 

http://helmshore.gooddies.co.uk/
http://www.haslingdenbaths.co.uk/
http://www.servinglancashire.org.uk/
http://www.primarytimes.net/lancashire

